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Ihe sympathy of Madame Roselheim 
and Meeta upon tlie occasion of Rupert's 
departure was too perfect for them to 
trust themselves with the expression of 
it together : by tacit consent, therefore, 
they separated immediately after he 
went } retiring to pour out in secret 
those tears and those pra}'ers which he 
0Q eminently deserved. Muhldenau, 
having given way to a long train of 
sad and serious thought after they 
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9 THE VILLAGE 

quitted him, arose from it solely to prC' 
secute enquiries connected with the sub-- 
ject of their grief. 
, Every enquiry of the sort, then, and 
subsequently, proved fruitless. Who- 
ever had concerted the plan, had either 
done it so well, or bribed so highly, that 
no traces of their route by land or wa- 
ter were to be detected; and Julian's 
afflicted friends were at length obliged 
to resign all hope of recoveriujg him, 
conquering tb^ir fears by imagining 
him, howc^ver violent the means, placed, 
after al), in the bands of doting pat- 
refits. 

Yet though not one of the family at 
the Parsonage ventured to yield to" 
sorrowful reflections, a cloud darkened 
all their hearts! Every instant they 
looked with habitual expectation to the 
opening door of tbS^ general sitting- 
room, for Rupert's smiling countenance, 
or Julian's infantine one; and as oftea 
turned away, sighing and disappointed* 
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A distant- step, an indistiaet vtone, 
kindled ail thtir looks at the same in. 
stant : as quickly would those lights go 
out» vanishiBg with the delusion that 
had given them birth. . 

There was not a place in the Parson- 
age, indeed not a spot in the garden^ 
where they might not remember to have- 
seen both Rupert and Julian: so that 
whether Madame Roselheim and Meeta 
occupied themselves within the house, 
or sought diversion of thought among 
the flowers without, they could not 
eaoiipe bitter and sudden pangs. 

There was a tall cluster of hollyhocks 
close by the water's edge, which marked 
& spot, the favorite haunt of Rupert and 
Julian : it was at once sunny and fihel- 
ttred; and the former used to sit and 
read there, while the other sent the 
heads of the flowers which the nights 
winds had scattered, down the stream of 
the canal. 

Meeta never saw this spot without 
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4 THE VILLAGE 

thinking acutely of both : remembering 
with mournful pleasure the scenes of 
f^ry land, towards which Julian's poe* 
tical Imagination described his flower- 
fleet as drifting; and seeing again in 
her fancy, tlje frequently-lifted eye of 
his observant and indulgent brother. 

Sometimes a strain of Rupert's flute, 
or a tone of Julian's voice seemed to 
come on the air, and startled her with a 
wild joy, which the next instant destroy- 
ed : — yet still her heart beat long and 
tumultuously afterwards ; and the thought 
that she might, too.|>robably, never hear 
either of these sounds in reality again, 
caused her to retreat far from every eye, 
where she might yield to, . or calm her 
sad distraction, in lonely freedom. 

Sometimes she wept over these re- 
luembrances in perfect despair ; believing 
; that Julian's life would sooner or later fall 
a sacrifice to that early sensibility which 
made him so interesting ; and that Ru- 
{>ert's love must go out with the last 
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spark of his fortune. Probably, she 
thought, his prospects as a soldier would 
be ruined for ever, by this treacherous 
theft of his prisoner; since although a 
child of five years was certainly unim* 
portant in himself, the value of him to 
powerful parents, rendered him of such 
consequence to the powers of the Pro- 
testant League, that supposed careless- 
ness in guarding his person might be 
visited as sorely upon his captor, as sus* 
pected connivance. If so, Rupert's ruin 
was certain ; and she might live to see 
him she loved, with a broken spirit, 
as well as fortune;' — live to see that 
glowing heart become dead to its own 
fondest desires, brooding only over a 
blighted existence, and a dishonoured 
name. 

Such a living death of the soul, was 
frightful to the contemplation of a heart 
like hers; and as often as it presented 
itself to her thoughts, she felt that she' 
could rather bear to see him drop into the 

B 3 
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gtave before her, or to heir that he lay 
with untarnished glory on the bed of 
honour, than thus behold light after 
light, of that mind and heart, go out in 
the darkness. of despair. 

Obliged from tenderness for Rupert's 
mot/her, and from fear of betraying her- 
self to her father, to conceal these 
thoughts within her own breast, Meeta's 
fortitude must have utterly failed, had 
^he not occasionally supported herself^ 
on the hope that Aremberg's prolohged 
stay might arise from the circumstance 
of Marshal Torsteiison being still at 
head-quarters j and that with two such 
friends by his side, Rupert might 
cease to dread harsh or lukewarm 
measures. 

To this hope she added many a 
prayer: and when she talked with her 
father, who not unfrequently began the 
topic, she caught' with eagerness at the 
blessed conviction he expressed, that 
although it often pleases Provideiice to 
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fry a good man with almost every spe- 
cies of calamity and deprivation, it 
rarely happens that the loss of fair fame - 
is included amongst the number. , ^ 
If such were the tormenting appre- 
hensions of her less-experienced mind, 
what were, those of Rupert's mother? 
These never slumbered. — More than 
once, a frightful imagination crossed her^; 
ai3id it seemed probable that the person 
or persons whose barbarous selfishness 
had planned the seizure of Julian, might 
find a devilish delight . in contriving 
doDuments, or allowing assertions to 
pass uncontradicted, corroborative of 
a suspicion, that the whole business 

was a collusion between the father and 

1. ■ ... 

son. 

< Narrow minds might find a reason 
for such suspicion in the pecuniary ne- 
cessities of Bupert} and abler ones sus- 
pect him of being gained over by a 
higher bribe : thus selling his honour 

B 4 



8 THE VILLAGE 

and betraying his trust, for future pro- 
motion in an adverse service. 

To this alarming idea, Madame Ro- 
selheim had nothing to oppose, except 
the confidence of one acquainted with 
the innocence of the person suspected. 
And if her heart failed her at intervals, 
fearing that her son's integrity might 
be borne down by envy or prejudice, it 
relied still too entirely upon a remnant 
of virtue in his father's breast, not to 
feel persuaded that an appeal to him at 
last, would be successful. 

There might come a moment then 
when this injured wife coiild address her 
husband without moral debasement : and 
if such a moment were to arrive, she 
determined, that cost what it might, she 
would herself demand his testimony to 
her son's integrity* as an act to which 
a father knowing that integrity, stood 
bound by all the laws of God and 
man. 
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With this haven tb look to, having 
once made up her mind to have recourse 
to it when all others failed, Madame 
Rosellieim tempered her fears for Ru- 
pert: bat for Julian her apprehensions 
and regrets often arose to agony. 

Could she have been quite assured, 
that the child she loved so fondly were 
well and happy, her distress on his ac- 
count would have b^en less pardonable^ 
therefore easier combated by her own 
just principles \ but his recent recovery 
from a dangerous malady, the timidity of 
his nature, and the vivacity oi his affec- 
tion for the friends he was torn from^ 
justified the utmost extremity of her fears 
for his life. 

There were times, when Madame Ro* 
selheim fancied the death Q.f this hapless 
child, and the feelings of its parents in 
consequence ; and, shuddering at the 
horror and agony of their reproaching 
consciences, she felt that there was an 
anguish of soul she had never known, 

B 5 
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and to which all the misery and wroiig 
she bad endured, was light and tran-' 
sltoiy, ■ ' "*■ 

' Meeta, while she thought of these 
parents, whether as connected with Julian 
or with Rupert, or with Madame Roselr 
heim herself, thought of them with 
an unqualified abhorrence, which con- 
founded both in the same degree of guilt : 
the tempted with the tempter 1 Unlike 
Rupert, she had no ties of nature and of 
early partiality, to soften her judgment 
of the Count Rhinegravestein's charac- 
ter J nor yet any hoard of recollected 
love and happiness, like his injured wife, 
to balance indignation by tenderness. 
She had lived too, always on the laps of 
good and amiable persons, far from the 
busy stage of life, where more difficult 
parts are sustained, and failure in them 
is consequently more frequent. She 
judged with the rigorous justice of a 
young heart, pure in its own feelings and 
intentions, ignorant of great temptations. 
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unconscious yet <tf actual sin, and D0U7 
stead&st in the belief^ that die rule of a 
Christian's life should indeed be the ex- 
ample of his divine Master. 

If her profound disdain and livelj ab- 
horrence of Rhinegravestein's diaracter 
therefore, were not expressed like Esther's, 
they were only deeper rooted for being 
less apparent: and, though she never 
permitted a remark to drop from her lips, 
i||]iich might pain Madame Roselheim to 
hear, even accidentally, she no longer 
could rebuke the untutored Esther, when 
she exhaled iier indignant spirit in invec- 
tives against the guilty pair that would 
have murdered her lady. 

Since the siezure of Julian, this singu- 
lar woman bad spoken of him with a 
kindness which even during his illness, 
her proud spirit would not suffer her to 
express. Sometimes she actually brushed 
a tear from her chedk, while she empha- 
tically prayed God to take him to him- 
self, ere he became as bad as those he 
, B 6 
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was going to ! And when Meeta sought 
to check the revolting prayer, Esther, 
more than onc^, turned on her a look 
that passed like a two-edged sword 
through the secret of the other's heart; 
muttering, that if Julian were but of the 
.way, the rightful heir might come at last 
to his own^ and so be able to make him- 
self and other folks that she loved, happy 
in more wajrs than one. 

From such remarks, coupled with su^ 
looks, Meeta retreated precipitately. 

The death of the Franciscan, and the 
danger of Julian, had called forth as 
much sympathy, as awe and fear, in the 
general inhabitants of Mariendorpt and 
its vicinity. A just dread of infecting 
the whole village, had indeed withheld 
even persons who had passed through the 
disorder, from offering their personal 
services, and the shelter of their houses, 
to any member of either afflicted house* 
hold; but they had nevertheless found 
means to supply their revered minister. 
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almost gfattiitotisty, with every* thing 
li^dful for his' sick inmate ; presents of* 
fruit, ^in'e, and rare delicacies, being 
often left in the garden of the Parsonage, 
by MQhldenau'9 parishioners. 

Now that the taint of contagion waa 
pronounced removed from the house, 
and^ the few remaining members of it 
known to be under affliction, these good 
people flocked in to condole with Ma^ 
d^e Roselheim, and ta grieve for her 
with Meeta and Muhldenau. 

^ Sincere sympathy, from the humblest 
bosom, is grateful to the loftiest human 
character: and although amongst their 
village neighbours there were several 
whose uncouth modes of comfort were ill 
adapted to soothe the distresses of de* 
licate and refined minds, these found 
favour for th^ sake of their kind inten* 
tions; and others did indeed pour the 
balm of genuine benevolence into woundF- 
ed feelings, with equal gentleness and** 
judgment. 
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Mr. Vanderhoven was one of the few 
by whom consolation was rather required 
than given. His return to his home was 
marked by circumstances calculated to 
throw a damp over a stronger spirit than 
his. Father Joachim in the grave, Julian 
forcibly carried off, the charming Adol- 
pha removed to a distance, his nephew 
and Rupert absent, altogether formed a 
mass of melancholy impressions which 
the worthy man had not force to resist* 

If he went to the Parsonage, as was 
his custom whenever his spirits were 
depressed, or any serious matter weigh- 
ing heavy upon his mind, he «aw faces 
only that smiled, not hearts, as formerly j 
and aware that they put a constraint upon 
themselves to cheer him, he went there 
as seldom as possible. 

Muhldenau^s always-pensive brow was 

now stamped with a deeper print of sad 

thoughtfulness ; and however he might 

* seek to engage his family and visitants in 

discourses of a general character, how- 
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^ver he might endeavour to provide for 
them and for himself innocent or laudable 
occupation, it was evident that a very pain- 
ful anxiety possessed him, for the fate 
of Julian, and the xesiilt of Rupert's 
return to camp. 

In the midst of such important cares 
and deep regrets, less urgent ones found . 
little attention. Madame Krazau and 
Adolpha were not merely spoken of, but 
thought of by their friends at the Parson- 
age, as the visionary personages of a 
pleasing dream. Not that they valued 
them less in reality ; but they knew them 
comparatively secure and happy j and the 
pleasurable time they had been known 
in, seemed to have no connection what- 
ever with the sad and fatal ones which 
followed. Aremberg's image belonged 
to old associations ; and they often talked 
of him, and wished for him, with an 
earnest longing, not unmixed with anxi* 
ety on his account. Thus passed at '^- 
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Maiiendorpt, the first week after Ru- 
pert's departure. 

Rupert himself was engaged la more 
pressing anxieties. 

Proceeding with all the dispatch in his 
power towards the Swedish camp, he was 
careful to inform himself, as he wentalon^ 
of the state of the war, and of the changes 
which ^lust have taken place in it ; and 
in the politics of the different cabinets 
during his absence in Holland. 

Some important changes had, indeed, 
occurred. The latest news he received 
of the army, was from his uncle, not 
long after the battle of Nordlingen, 
where a signal victory was obtained by 
the French, under the great Conde, 
over the Imperialists.; without, howeyei*, 
breaking the latter 's strength so com- 
pletely as to prevent them from making 
formidable head again in the same quar- 
ter} dyeing their adversaries' laurels 
* l^ere, ahd in other parts of Gerpaany, 
deeply in blood« 
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The balance of success preponderated 
sufficiently in favour of the Protestant 
interest to operate powerfully upon pub- 
lic opinion. While the French were 
actively fortunate in Swabia, the armies 
of Sweden (in which were included the 
lesser bodies of their inferior allies), were 
securing their conquests in Moravia, Bo- 
hemia, and Silesia, and carrying the war 
into Saxony. 

Alarmed by the progress of his first 
ally, the Elector of that country found 
there was safety for him only in a tem- 
porary retreat from his engagements with 
the Emperor : he therefore concluded a 
truce with Marshal Torstenson. 

To balance the loss of a friend by that 
of a foe, the Emperor then sought to de- 
tach the French from the confederacy 
against him, by liberating the Elector of 
Treves, (without, however, restoring his 
territory ;) the detention of that prince 
being the pretext of France for having 
joined the league of the Protestant 
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powers. This hope being frustrated, 
and Ibe French still finding reasons for 
continuing to seek their own aggrandise- 
ment, under the cloak of keeping good 
faith with their ally, the Emperor saw 
himself obliged to think seriously of 
accommodation ; and at the moment 
Rupert received this information of pre- 
ceding^ events, his Imperial Majesty was 
pressirp the conclusion of the peace ne- 
gQi(iati|3g at Munster, with a sincerity 
prompted by his drained resources, but 
.which the first success of his generals 
would annihilate: 

Rupert heard also, that after having 
brought afiairs to this point. Marshal 
Torstenson's shattered health had in- 
deed obliged him to give up the com- 
mand of the allied armies; and that a 
peace of some sort, was actually in every 
itian's expectation. 

A peace, however gratifying to Ru- 
pert's benevolent feelings, must, in his 
present subaltern condition, be fatal to 
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his hope of honourable subsistence. 
While he contemplated the probability of 
such an event, he drew an involuntary 
t^igh of regret, that his boyish choice of 
a profession had not been over- ruled by 
some strong necessity, and he forced into 
a way of life better calculated for the 
acquirement of independence. But 
glory is like the living object of man's 
-love, until possessed, he continues to 
believe that no other blessing can make 
him happy ; consequently, while that 
impression remains — and in some na- 
tures it remains for life-— no other 
does. Only the experience of many a 
misery, sometimes equally consequent 
upon the attainment of both objects, 
leads the man to regret the election of 
the youth ; and to wish, not that his 
friends should have made themselves 
hateful to him, by opposing his desires, 
but that other obstacles might have 
obliged him it\to a difierent course. 
These tholights, however, merely 
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glanced, at times, through Rupert's 
mind : darker ones lodged there : and so 
long as a cloud hung over th^ public 
character of his father, and threatened 
his own honour, that which might burst 
over his fortune was little heeded. 

In the retirement of Marshal Torsten- 
aon, the fall of Count Cratzenstein, and 
the elevation of General Wrangel, Rupert 
feared he read his sentence beforehand : 
for an enquiry into the mode of his 
prisoner's escape, he not only expected, 
but determined to court. 

Secure as he was in his innocence of 
foul collusion, or base anxiety to win 
&vour from his father, he might yet, 
with some show of justice, be arraigned 
for negligeface ; and if his judges were 
predetermined to find him guilty — and 
{)erhaps Wrangel's animosity might in- 
fluence the opinions of other officers, — 
it would be in vain for him to plead a 
soldier's dependence upon another sol« 
dier's plighted faith. Tlie very relation 
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in which the Count of Rhinegravestem 
stood to him, and which led him the 
more steadfastly to rely upon that gene- 
ral's honour, would form, possibly, the 
chief ground for suspiecting and con- 
demning himself. 

To prove guilt in his conduct, Rupert 
well knew, was impossible ; but he was 
aware that it might be difficult for him 
to prove his innocence. Of that, indeed, 
he could bring no other proofs than pre* 
sumptive ones ; such as a stainless life 
hitherto, his continuance in honourable 
poverty, the very circumstance of his 
having hastened directly to head-quar- 
ters with the news of his own misfortune, 
instead of going to reap the fruit of hi^ 
supposed crime, in the camp, or at the 
Court of Bavaria. 

These evidences, strengthened by 
many minor ones, he could not doubt 
would clear him in the eye of every law, 
military or ciyil ; and in the judgment 
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of unprejudiced men. But, would they 
establish his innocence, beyond a ques- 
tion, with the world at large, which is 
seldom inclined to doubt or enquire into 
injurious reports? Would they silence the 
whispers of envy, or stop the under- 
ground proceedings of active malice? 
If they did not do this, Rupert felt that 
his whole life would be blighted. 

And, as if this sharp arrow were not 
barbed sufficiently, another stinging ap- 
prehension dipped its point in poison. 
Every private particular of his own, and 
his parent's history, he concluded, must 
be dragged to light, before a set of indif- 
ferent persons, many of whom might 
never have known that history, but for 
this unfortunate examination. And 
though Rupert knew that he was now 
superior to that false shame, which in 
his boyish days, would have made the 
exposure of his own poverty, and his 
mother's dependent state, a burning 
agony to him, he still shrunk from the 

7 
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prospect of hearing his father's deep 
transgressions freely discussed among 
strangers. 

Thus, seeing before him one of two 
misfortunes, either unmerited disgrace, 
or a long check to his military advance- 
ment; knowing also that if a peace 
came, his prospects were over, it is. not 
wonderful that even his buoyant spirit 
should fail under the weight of so many 
heavy anticipations. 

No one, he well knew, could essentially 
serve him in this business, except only 
his father : and if he came not forward 
of himself, to clear his own and his son's 
honour, Rupert must believe him a 
party to the base transaction, and cruelly 
resolved upon his ruin. He determined, 
therefore, rather to perish than seek the 
testimony of such a father by any other 
mode than that of a public appeal to his 
justice. 

When he thus doubted the conduct of 
one he wished not to believe devoid of 
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every noble principle^ a severe pang 
wrung his heart for his mother's sake. 
So fondly confident as she was in her hus* 
band's abhorrence of all that society terms 
dishonourable, he dreaded the conse*^ 
quence if she should discover, after all, 
that Rhinegravestein's sense of honour 
had followed the fate of his higher prin- 
ciples; or that, like another Samson, 
he had yielded up his moral strength to 
another Dalilah. 

Ajgain and again that dear mother's 
image rose before his sight, oppressed 
with feaiB for him, with sorrow for 
Julian, and suffering perhaps from the 
joint effect of the last shocks he had sus« 
• tained, and the blow so foully dealt hei. 
— The last remembrance was one which 
never crossed Rupert, without ** turning 
his sweet blood to gall ;" for the instant 
his very brain maddened ; and he felt, 
that had he been nigh when that blow 
was given, the ruffian that gave it must 
Jiavie aitoried for it with his life. 

4 
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From such distracting contemplatioos, 
he now and then allowed his thoughts 
to turn towards softer visions. His pre- 
sent stormy agitations required some 
balmy breath to soothe and allay them. 
He now courted the recollection of those 
looks and tones which he had formerly 
turned from in tremulous conviction of 
their danger; and he did so at this period, 
because whatever assured him of Meeta's 
devotedness to himself, rendered her ten- 
der care of his mother doubly certain. 
Yet ever as Rupert thought of the affect- 
ing moment. in which he had first ven- 
tured to utter his Jove, and to read 
hers in' her blushing eyes, he sighed out 
a prayer for her future happiness with 
one more fortunate than himself. 

*< But wy fate is fixed, Meeta,'' he said 
to himself, during one of those fits of 
solitary communion, *^ endeared to me 
by scenes like those we have gone 
throu^ so lately together, I can never 
love another. My mother must never 

VOL. IV. c 
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dream of a brilliant destiny for her son — 
at least, not if marriage is to bestow it." 
— And, with a sigh, he glanced an in- 
stant at the recollection of Adolpha Fal- 
kenberg ; then forgot her again, in ten- 
derer, sadder reveries about Meeta. 

The late events had thrown an unusual 
degree of gloom over Rupert's soirf. 
For the first time in his life, he saw with 
distempered vision, and believed every 
thing dark and lowering. Which-ever 
way he turned» whether reverting back, 
or looking forward; a black and dismal 
waste, haunted by the spectre forms of 
objects lost, and hopes foully murdered, 
seemed stretching before him. 

In this state of mind, he was happily 
encountered, when mid-way in his jour- 
ney, by his friend Aremberg. The sur- 
prise df the latter was great} ^ he 
imagitied his friend still at Mariendorpt. 
Bert: what were his other feelings, when 
he heard the many calamitous events that 
had taken place during his absence, a 
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period of little more than seven weeks! 
Affectionately and justly ^attached to his 
uncle, it may be confessed, that Arem- 
berg's first poignant concern was upon 
his account: since Mr. Vanderhoven 
was indeed a material sufferer in com- 
fort, by those distresses which more 
immediately belonged to the inhabitants 
of the Parsonage. — But after paying 
him the tribute of his first sorrowful ex- 
pressions, Aremberg dwelt with un- 
feigned sympathy upon the death of 
Father Joachim, the apprehensions for 
Julian's fate, and finally upon the con- 
cluding m,isetry of all Kupert's probable 
vexations in consequence of the child's 
seizure. 

When Aremberg was at the camp, he 
heard that the negociation for the eK- 
chaqge of the little prisoner had been 
sufiip^nded some time before, by an un- 
expected event, the death of the noble 
persQoage. for whom alone the allien had 
conseut^d toi give him up. It wa$ pro- 

c 2 
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bable, therefore, that the knowledge of 
>this circumstance, and the fear of another 
long^ train of impeditnents siinilat to what 
had preceded them, had prompted Ju- 
lian's parents to this outrage, which 
placed his person again in their hands. 

It was probable that Rhinegravestein, 
trusting to his own increased consequence 
with the Emperor, now that the latter 
had no powerful ally left except Bavaria, 
made sure of being screened in the act ; 
possibly varnishing the business to others, 
as to himself, by the old gloss of reli- 
gious motives. 

Aremberg thought too contemptuously 
of Count Rhinegravestein's authority as 
a husband, and of his slavery to popish 
sophisms, to hesitate in believing him a 
principal actor in this shameful transac- 
tion, and he had his own private inten- 
tions in consequence. But his object 
now was of a different nature. 

However contemplative and retiring 
■ by nature as well a^ habit, Ai^embeig 
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was nether shy nor slow to act, when 
Qccasioa required exertion ; he now saw 
the course .he ought to take for his 
friend's best interests ; and he willingly 
sacrificed to them all the indulgencies of 
confidence, and of personal pleasure. — 
tlia purpose was to follow Marshal Tor- 
stenson without loss of time, while Ru- 
pert should proceed, with equal speed, 
to head-quarters. Aremberg had so 
lately parted with the Marshal there, ere 
each of them commenced their difierent 
routes, that he believed it certain he 
. should overtake, him time enough, either 
to induce him to turn back, and give 
. ijiis powerfiil countenance to his young 
aid«d^-camp's character, or receive in- 
jstructions how the latter ought to act, in 
the event of a formal investigation taking 
place. 

Aremberg had convinced hiipself so 

thprougbly of the Swedish hero's high 

opinion and personal regard for Rupert, 

that knowing the tatter's honour as 

c 3 
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pure as virgin gold, he would not admit 
that there was any thing to dread with 
atich an advocate in prospect. 

He now detailed the particulars of 
the interview be had fortunately obtain- 
ed from Marshal Torstenson on arriving 
in Suabia, and the gratifying encomium 
that gallant soldier had bestowed upon 
Kupert's varied military talents. He 
bad said, that he owed his life or liberty 
to him, on the memorable morning of 
the reconnoitring adventure; signify, 
ing his purpose of retaining Rupert*s 
name upon the list of officer-s attached 
to his staf^ whom at a future day he 
might hope to claim as his followers to 
the field ; or in the event of a peace, 
offer favourable situations in his govern- 
ipent of Pomerania. 

Rupert, he said, must consent to re- 
tain the pay of the appointment, so 
long as he wished to preserve its privi- 
l^es at a later period. 
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The Mar9hal spoke highly of his suc- 
cessor as an able commander and in- 
trepid soldiery but owned he was rather 
jealoua of interference ; little inclined to 
pay particular attention to a recom- 
mendation of the person who had gone 
before him, but certainly an excellent 
judge of merit where it was shown, 
and likely^ therefore^ to advance it un« 
prompted, ^ 

From another field officer, however, 
the Marshal anticipated immediate 
kindness for hi$ aid»de-camp: this was 
General Konigsmark; a young man 
himself, risen suddenly to eminence by 
splendid achievements, and as remark- 
able for the generosity, as the impetuo* 
sity of his temper. 

To this patronage, the late Com- 
mander-in-chief trusted Rupert j regret- 
ting only that his division was acting 
at present in a different quarter from 
that where Wrangel commanded in 
person, and of which the regimennt RUi» 

c ^ 
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pert served iot formed a ^^rt '^but the 
shifting game of war was likely to bring 
those separate bodies so often together, 
that a single recommendatimi in general 
terms, promised ultimate advantage to 
the young soldier continuing to study 
the finest military lessons under another 
master. Marshal Torstenson remariced,. 
that his aid^de^camp was yet young 
enough to wait for promotion y and not 
knowing that he had a private reason 
for apprehending actual hostility from 
the Commander-in-chief; conceived no 
other measures were necessary for bi» 
ultimate good. 

Aremberg, in repeating the substance 
of* bis interview, withheld parts with 
which he had no right to acquaint Im 
friend at present i and in despite of the ^ 
latter's unusual pensiveness, forced bitn- 
iqto smiles, when he described the nbrv^ 
ous trepidation of the Marshal on- h»> 
sqdden irruption into his teQt^ ^d tbe 
difficulty he bad . in establii^ii^ aiij^ 



thing like easie between two such per* 
sons. 

Rupert'flf spirits were roused bj' sd 
many proofs of Marsha! Torstens6n*s 
esteem, and lightened by the hopes tliey 
held out to him : for the first time sinde 
he parted from all he loved at Marien- 
dorpty his brow cleared entirely, and 
Aremberg saw his friend again. The 
former waited only to confirm this gra- 
tifying change, to answer briefly and 
satisfactorily a few hasty enquiries after 
the ladies he had conducted to Lauter- 
boiirg, then hurried in an opposite direc- 
tion from that which Rupert was to 
take in pureuit of Marshal Torstenson. 

In seeing Aremberg again, Rupert 
felt that he had recovered his good 
angel ; an union of sound sense, \f(th 
deep feeling, which coupled with less 
intellect' would have formed a romantic 
charadter, peculiarly distinguished Arem«i 
b6rg) aiid rendered him as sure a guidd 
$i9^ik4ye!i|M|ihiz|ng coropaidfon. . 

c 5 
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Kupert was yet yoiing and inexperi- 
enced enough to feel, ot believe, that 
he "could not wholly rely upon his own 
judgment in the great concerns of life : an 
afiectionateness of heart, rather than de- 
fldency of mental energy, making him 
love to lean on some friendly breast, he 
had continued so to lean upon Arem- 
berg's, when his own strength was be- 
come sufficient for his own support. 

If his thoughts now rested with com- 
fort upon that excellent friend, they 
were disturbed and unpleasant whenever 
they turned towards Colond Roselheim. 
Rupert was aware that he must prepare 
for a disagreeable meeting with him ; 
both on account of Julian's escape^ and 
the supposed conduct <^ his father. 

Rupert loved his uncle too sincerely, 
Hot to grieve that any thing was likely 
to embitter his satisfaction at finding 
him spared by the war-blast which had 
laid his first patron. Count Cratssenstein 
in t<ie dust. He would have given much. 
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could he have insured their meeting un- 
der different auspices. It was always 
with poignant concern that he aUowed 
himself to see the spotted side of 
Colonel Roselheim's mixed character — 
that begrudgoient of other men's fame* 
which made him pleased with occasions 
of detracting from it. He could only 
resolve to endure this, and every other 
disagreeable, with patient respect ; still 
reserving to himself the right ^of main- 
taining his own claim to upright inten^ 
tionsi thwarted as those certainly were 
now, by the base conduct of some other 
person. In his father's cause, Rupert 
meant simply to follow his 'mother's ex* 
amgle^ a»d beg a suspension of judg- 
ment, until the af&ir could be formally 
notified to the Count, and an e^portu- 
nity consequently afibrded him of dur- 
ing his rqfuitation» With .these view^, 
and in this temper, Rupert proceed^eil 
towards head<quartets. 

c6 
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xiii?iie great lK)dy:pf the Siiwdish army, 

at that time^ had just takea^ip a strong 

{Kuiition . 6a ;: the border ; Imo^:: between 

SuabSa and Fronconia ; but the advance, 

which consisted of' German aiixiliaHes, 

had pushed on to the Psdatinate } and as 

Rfipert journeyed along the Bergstrasse, 

he saw detachments posted in every One 

of those romantic villages which are 

invariably to be found at the mouths of 

idi the valleys leading downwards from 

^e Odenwald* The wild, aiid wooded 

heights of that mountainoQs chain of 

country, with each its ruined castk, 0r 

. hastiiy-rqiaired fortress, seetted threat- 

^ing, like the war^ the pretty hamlels 

A at their feet. The hills, indeed, were 

jumcm with the ripening vintage^ but in- 

>fitead;Of children scrambling to gather 

fisiit amongst them, or girls washing 

bitten in the brook below, he saw grim 

^ior ibdughtless soldiers^ revelling to day, 

in what theymig^ destroy to-mon'ow; 

andnheard the tramps and sptash of war- 



Ikmms l^j)Dii^lhe sparkling fnomitiiin- 
streams^iat watered every valley » 
^ It was not the first timfe that Rupert had 
felt the paiaful discordancy of such s0sq€s 
and such acGompaniments j but he felt it 
the more now, for having so lately enjay- 
ed the peace and simple pleasi^res of Ma- 
riendorpt. He remembered those beau- 
tiful evenings of summer, during which 
the inhabitants of the Parsonage used to 
. walk out all together into the neighbour- 
ing meadowSi where Julian gathered 
daisies to make necklaces for Meeta, 6r 
sought rarer wild flowers for his gover- 
nor's herbal. The trees tlmt shaded 
those walkSf the gentle waving of the 
leafy boughs ahove^ the sweet smelt of 
the grasses around, the soft air itself^ the 
looks, the voices of his dear companions 
were all as if present to him. Then 
.dianging the picture, he saw the same 
dear persons assembled, in the season .^f 
trpst and snowg at their morning meiil, 
ihe humane Muhidenhau throwing^ ji^it 



tft^ collected crumbB to expecting robins 
at the windbWi while Meeta was awing 
his four-footed favorite iiito respect for 
their little pensioners. Every piece of 
furniture in that room was perfect in 
Eupert's recollection ; he remembered 
all their appropriate places and all their 
antiquated forms : nay, he <:ould number 
every tile of the stove, and have dra>\Ti 
every landscape which figured in white 
and indigo china upon their smooth sur- 
faces. What true affection and enviable 
tranquillity dwelt in that humble home ? 
atad why might not Rupert, standing in 
the midst of disputed villages, imagine 
'^ual love and comfort in many a house, 
even humbler than his own, which fear 
iihd flight had now left desolate. 
"Had Aremberg been a partner to these 
Reflections, perliaps he might have added 
another, and remarked how much more 
tenaciously memory adheres to scenes of 
iiimplicity and pastotal pleasure, as asso- 
xriated with the images of lost or absent 
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friend^ than to sce&es of showier glare - 
and giddier amusement. Who is it that , 
may recall the person they love best, 
either amid the crowd and splendours ot* 
a city, or under the noiseless shades ot' 
the country, that does not prefer the 
latter recollection ? Nature, therefore, 
speaks in our hearts to the end of our 
lives; reproving our factitious prefer- 
ences, with the voice of truth, and re- 
minding us that man first dwelt *< in a^ 
garden/* 

When our hero quitted the army in 
the spring, its head-quarters was in the 
vicinity of Brunn in Moravia : these 
were now removed to Suabia, where Tors- 
tenson had hoped to form a junction 
with the French, intending to enter Ba- 
varia with their united strength^ and force 
the Elector of that country to follow the 
example of Saxony. 

General Wrangel, on whom the gallant 
Torstenson^s baton of command now de« 
volved, prosecuted the same scheme of 



^fffri jRupert therefore might exped: to 
%d a formidable array of great military 
cli^facters in the allied campi if the pro- 
jected junction should be effected ere his 
arrival. 

If bis conduct were to be investigated, 
the virider the scrutiny was, and the 
nobler the men by whom it was under* 
taken, the more surely he might rely upon 
a just and honourable result. But no 
junction had been effected. The French 
and Swedish troops were checked by the 
sudden appearance of a strong body of 
Austrians, under an Archduke; and 
these, occupying a position between the 
J3[^ube and the Neckar, prevented the 
French from passing the; latter river; 
and at the same time awed the Sweden 
ported beyond the former, from advan^ 
d»g into Bavaria, which JRhinegravestien 
was just re-entering, afler defeating the 
troopa of tlie Union on the Egra* 

iMiUtary afiairs were in this^tate, when 
jBLupert reached Donawert, a fortified 
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towii^ wbkh pmCtcted the Swedish catnpi 
and fiinned the temporary residence oF 
the CofiimaQder4n-^hief. His first act, 
on entering the town, was to present 
himself after the usual formalities, to 
General Wrangel, state the unpleasant 
circumstances which brought him there, 
and deliver himself up to whatsoever 
private reproof or public investigatioii 
tb^t officer might think fit to inflict upon 
him. 

By what petty springs are even minds 
otherwise great sometimes moved I*-* 
The mean resentment of disappointed 
vanity, or a baser passion baffled, and 
the pleasure of repaying mortificatiM^ 
were distinctly visible in the reddenit^ > 
up ;of Wraogel's fine* looking face, and' 
the ; quick, sparkle of his large floating ; 
eye ; but he knew enough of decorum t& 
assume the distant air of a Commandef^ 
in<*chief, apprc^ched by an inferior ofiicer-)- 
an4. he addressed the latter in terms of 
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exceedingly polite^ though cold condo^ 
lence. 

He confessed << that his misfortune 
wa& most unfortunate/' that of course it 
subjected the young cavalier to suspicion, 
on account of his known relationship to 
the prisoner, and the illustrious person to 
whom the action would in all likelihood 
be traced ; that it would require, there^ 
lore, the gravest investigation ; and 
oblige the Commander-in-chief to mea- 
Kures apparently very severe, since he 
must apprize Rupert not to be shocked 
if he found himself placed under im- 
mediate arrest the moment he left his 
presence. 

General Wrangel, while affecting to 
consider any baseness as impossible in 
the young hero before him, took pains 
to repeat the different reasons for suspect- 
ing him of collusion with the enemy, 
which might be urged as arguments 
against his cause in .the event of a trial. 
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These he collected 
simple statement, with rem; 
racy, and marshalled with woni 
cision. Amongst them were the 
Rupert's original religion, being ths 
his father's church ; his subsequent inti- 
macy with one of its zealous members^ 
the Franciscan ; his possible re-conversion 
by that priest j and the unlimited power 
which catholic priests are known to have 
over their converts. He touched, as if 
contemning such suspicions for his young 
officer, upon the sjdendid temptations in 
the power of Count Rhinegravestein to 
hold out to his disinherited son, and 
hinted at the force of pleasures and 
honours over youthful ambition ; yet^ 
still he repeated, that he was confident 
no such weakness would be discovered 
by those who were to search and suppose 
it possible. 

WrangePs looks contradicted his Ian- 
guage J and provokingly courted Rupert's 
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observation of their insulting meaning. 
Rupert, for an instant, stood on the 
brink of ruin : his temper was already in 
a state of unusual irritation, from the 
annoying nature of his distresses^ and the 
exclamation, " Unfeeling coward !" was 
just bursting from his very heart, when the 
timely image of his mother rose and 
checked it. He felt, in a moment, the 
destruction he must bring on himselfi 
and the desolation on her, by this vain 
braving of a powerful enemy j and rein- 
ing in his contemptuous indignation, 
he unfastened his sword, and offering it 
to his general, as is the rule in cases of 
military arrest, said, with a glance whic6i 
the^«other might interpret as he please^ 
** I suppose now, that I must deliver up 
my sword to your Excellency ; but I 
'Would not yield it so to an enemy in 
tlie field/' - 

Wrangel was silent a few seconds, then 
jlooking round upon one of his aid-de* 
camps, (for they were not alone,) coolly 
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bade him advance, an( 
Roselheim's sword. 

Rupert then said sometl 
committing his character, unfeSl^ 
the scrutiny of his brave companii 
arms: professed himself secure in the 
loyalty of his conduct, but ready to re- 
ceive, with the humility becoming his 
youth and inexperience, any censure 
they might think he merited, for too 
firmly relying upon the faith of a gallant 
foe. 

The agitated tone in which Rupert 
pronounced his father's name, and no- 
ticed his hitherto unsullied reputation 
for fidelity to all his public engagements, 
gave General Wrangel a new engine by 
which to torture him. 

He affected now, to commiserate him 
for having trusted too romantically to a 
reputation evidently unfounded ; , assert- 
ing that the escape of Julian could only 
be planned by Count Rhinegravestein, 
and executed by his emissaries ; appeal- 
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firmly relying upon the faith of a gallant 
foe. 

The agitated tone in which Rupert 
pronounced his father's name, and no- 
ticed his hitherto unsullied reputation 
for fidelity to all his public engagements, 
gave General Wrangel a new engine by 
which to torture him. 
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be planned by Count Rhinegravestetn, 
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ODce, he condescended lo enquire after 
the state of his young ofBcer's health ; 
lamented that his gallant conduct in Bo- 
hernia should have been followed by such 
serious consequences to it» as his total 
change of appearance made evident, had 
been the case. Wrangel was weak 
enough to condescend still further, say- 
ing something in a more familiar tone, 
importing that the once handsome cava« 
lier would have small chance now, of 
making conquests of a difierent nature, 
from those obtained by sword and pistol. 

At any other time than the present, 
Rupert would have had difficulty in re- 
pressing downright laughter at this pitiful 
attempt to mortify him : even now, he 
was amused by it} and a smile, of which 
he was unconscious, crossed his features, 
as if to show his former rival that they 
wanted only their customary expression, 
to become as formidably charming as 
formerly. 

He answered the remarks upon hts 
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health by a respectful inclination of the 
head ; and the expression of a hope that 
he might be found more cochpetent' to 
the fatigues of a campaign than his al- 
tered looks led others to expect : and 
Wrangel perceiving that he was less 
vulnerable on this point, than he had 
appeared on preceding ones, resumed 
the Commander-in-chief, and stiffly re» 
minding him that he must now confine 
himself, till further orders, to his own 
immediate quarters, dismissed him with 
distancing ceremony. 
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CHAP, a 

As Rupert weiit ' out from General 

Wrangel'sprefi^nce, with feielings ail chafed 
by the various modes and subject^ of at- 
tack Yniih wJbicfa it had. pleased thftt offi- 
cer's malice to try his p«tien^^» U^ y/lkia^ed 
himself for feeling thus ; admitting, that 
as he bad hitherto lived amongst amiable, 
if not always amongst good people, he 
must consider himself in the light of a 
spoiled child, and prepare, therefore, to 
submit with becoming grace to the dis- 
cipline of bad tempers, and little noinds. 

The sweet peace of Mariendorpt then 
me upon his soul, like the uprise of the 
tummer moon ; he contemplated the «oft 
tisicMi till it tranquillized him completely ; 



OF MARENDOROT* 51 

and then his thoughts toi^d with grate- 
ful regret to the idea of Marshal Tor- 
stenson. 

How differently would that hero have 
received any man under Rupert's painful 
circumstances !— equally correct in dis- 
cipline, and firm as Wrangel in tbe exe- 
cution of all those forms and laws which 
constitute* military order, perhaps more 
incorruptible in final decision, — so long 
as the question were yet to be argued, of 
whether dishonour did or did not belong 
to a tiame hitherto unsullied, so long 
would that great man have shown gene- 
rous confidence in the fidelity of the ac-- 
cused, and have treated him as a brother 
soMier under misfortune, not as. a crimi- 
nal branded witii disgrace. 

It is true .General Wrangel had ex^ 
pressed s^timents of a tolerant nature ; 
but he had not looked them ; he had 
managed to threaten, even while afiedang: 
to. condole.; and although Rupert had 
revered from the alarm which seized 
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him on first dreidio^ an imputation on 
his character, and was therefore fearless 
now of the result, he knew that Wrangel 
would have infinite opportunities of dis- 
tressing and goading him, while the af- 
fair was pending ; that he would perhaps 
have it in his power to prejudice and 
poison opinion befbrehand ; consequently 
he lamented ipore than ever the removal 
pf his noble friend. 

Something the Commander-in-chief 
said during the late interview, showed 
Rupert that he meant to mortify him in 
the point essential to his future advance- 
ment. This was the avowal, that al- 
though immediate application would be 
made to the Imperial Court for its disa-^ 
vowal of the business in question, by 
taking measures to restore the prisoner 
seized, the examination into the conduct 
of their own officer could not be made 
b^^ the Swedish Genemls till long after- 
wards. Public service must not be in- 
terrupted for private or trifling business ; 
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and if Rupert found himself obliged to 
remain in his present uneasy, situation 
imtil the field officers were at leisure for 
tedious formalities by going into winter 
quarters, he must do it with the best grace 
he couidf as military regulations would 
not admit of his having any share in the 
compaiga while thus suspected. 

From this, discourse, Rupert clearly 
understood that he was to be considered 
under arrest ^11 that time ; and thus 
would be so long condemned to irksome, 
humiliating inactivity ,^ losing, consequent- 
ly every possible chance of promotion. 
This to him was not merely a mortifica- 
tion, but ^ serioi^ . calamity ; and as he 
thought with filial anxiety about the fu- 
ture provision of his mother, should events 
deprive her of his uncle's bounty, the 
loved image of Meeta seemed to remove 
still further from his vain hopes. 
^ Grieved and perplexed as Rupert wxis 
by the cloud that hung over him, he.sopn 
had to ackm)wledge that it was not preg- 
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ture provision of his mother, should events 
deprive her of his uncle's bounty, the 
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still further from his vain hopes. 
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by the cloud that hung over him, he, soon 
had to acknowledge that it wasnot preg- 

d5 
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nant alone with vexations ; it dropt some 
favours also. The moment his arrival 
and situation were known in the town 
and the camp, his brother officers, in- 
stead of shunning his prison-room, flocked 
to see and cheer him ; treating the afiair 
with the levity of friendly youth, and 
repeating with good-natured pleasure the 
chagrin of the common soldiers upon 
this confinement of their favourite offi- 
<:er. Rupert's was a heart easily warmed 
into cheerfulness by the breath of kind- 
ness ; it was one that loved to loVe its 
kind ; so that ere he had been under ar- 
rest four-and-twenty houri^, his looks and 
his spirits rose for a while to their natural 
level. 
. It was not long ere he received a proof 
of what he might expect from General 
WrangePs dislike. The resort of so' many 
evident well-wishers to his person was 
no sooner known to the latter^ than un- 
der pretence of keeping the young sub- 
alterns to the study as well as practice of 
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their profession, he issued an order that 
no one Was to be admitted to the nxim 
of the officer under arrest^ without exr 
press p^tnission from himseff, the Oom- 
mander-in-chief. This unexampled se^ 
verity, though artfully professing to aim 
at the idle habits of boyish officers, gave 
Rupert fearful promise of what he'migfat 
expect hl;reafter ; and his soul revolted 
^ th^ wainon tyranny of a man against 
whom he had never committed any other 
o£fence than one contemptible in itself, 
and purely unintentionaL When the 
bright eyes at Halle, which Wrangel 
vainly couited, had beheld Rupert so 
admiringly, he little dreamt how dearfy 
he should pay for glances which he dii- 
regarded^ and for commendations which 
he never sought to hear. Such ^re the 
Mrange caprices <^ our destinies in this 
life! . . 

Refusing now, for the sake of the 
young men themselves, to admit any of 
his brother officers' visits, and condemned 

D 4 



-■ f^ 



S6 XHiL VILLAGE 

therefore to complete solitude, Rupert 
jought an asylum for his vexed spirit in 
books and the pencil. At one time he 
resolutely plunged into mathematical cal- 
culations; at another he forgot all his petty 
mortificationsand graveranxieties, in a sol- 
dier's enthusiasm over the immortal work 
of Cfiesar, a work which has left posterity 
at a loss which most to admire in it, the 
great master in war, or the great master 
of «tile* Thus enriching his mind while 
condemned to bodily inaction, it might 
be said of Rupert as the quaint Hacket 
says of a different hero, " Imprisonment 
tto, him was no more than it is to a flower, 
put into an earthen pot, straightened 
Xqv spreading, but every whit as sweet as 
:in the open beds of the garden/* 

Yet there were interval^, during which 
Rupert felt his prei^ent confinement hard 
to bear, in the morning when many a 
drum beat the cheerful reveilleei in the 
evening when the bugles of the cavalry 
.were heard at different distapces, \^in4^ 
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ing their long-drawn melancholy strains 
over the softening river, or among the 
swelling echoes of the neighbouring 
hills. — At these times Rupert could see 
from the windows of his room which 
looked down upon the camp, different 
parties proceeding out, or returning 
from duty : and as the well-kuown sounds 
of military array reached his ear, as he 
knew them to be going or coming bad 
from some successful enterprise, a keenei 
sense of his own tliraldom and inactivity 
*f entered into his soul." 

[n the silence of night other thoughts 
obtained possession of him. — Those* 
occupations which through the day 
enabled him successfully to combat 
uneasy reflections about his mother, 
and those sights which had no associ- 
ation with her image, were then nc 
more ; and wakeful from want of exer 
cise, unable to escape from whateve 
idea forced itself upon him, Rupei 
found that his saddest, in some decfref 
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his sweetest hours, were those he thus 
involuntarily yielded to her and Meeta. 

He* had been several days under ar- 
rest, .when his uncle, whom he had aban- 
doned the hope of seeing, in consequence 
of his post being at a distance, and the 
General's unwillihgness to let him quit 
it for his sake, — suddenly appeared. 

Colonel lloselheim came all in heat 
and dust, after a ride of full fifteen 
miles from the small town, of which he 
had recently been made commandant. 
No sooner had he heard of his nephew's 
return and the circumstances of it, than 
he wrote to request permission to come 
toDonawertfor a few hours, together with 
the further favour of an order to see his 
unlucky relative. General Wrangel could 
not deny such a request to one of such un- 
deniable conduct as the veteran in ques- 
tion, and contenting himself with strictly 
limiting the Colonel to the time he pro- 
posed, gave the permission sought. 

Rupert's apprehension of much dis. 

•7 
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agreeable and wounding conversation 
with his uncle ere they should separate^ 
was not done awaji merely by the ardour 
with which the Colonel caught him in 
his arms, hugged him to his breast, 
telling him in a voice between crying 
and gladness, that he was the happiest 
man in the world at seeing him again, 
and the very sorriest too, at meeting 
him under such confounded circum- 
stances. 

Rupert's grateful affection for past and 
present kindness brightened his looks, 
as he more than once returned his uncle's 
hearty embrace, and glanced over his 
hale and homely face ; it was the. same 
face as^ he had left it: except that 
the mustachios which Rupert's remon- 
strances used formerly to keep in toler- 
able order, were grown into the beard, 
and soiled more than usual by the slo- 
venly use of tobacco. , 

Colonel Roselheim begsin by saying 
that he had not five minutes to stay, and 
* D 6 
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in that short time desired his nephew 
.^t^ould answer positively and fully to all 
the following questions. — ** How his 
mother was? How the devil he could 
let his prisoner be carried off? Whether 
be did not think the honourable Count 
Rhinegravestein and his titled concubine 
were not both at the bottom of it? 
Whether he did not agree with him, 
that the old Popish Governor of the boy 
deserved to be hanged for aiding and 
abetting them ? What he meant to do 
to clear himself and bring the real cri- 
minals to justice? And lastly, whether 
there was any one thing in the world by 
which he himself could serve his nephew 
on this occasion. 

In all this catalogue of questions, 
there was not one couched so offensively 
to Rupert individually as he might havf 
expected; there was neither anger nor 
triumph in the manner of asking them, 
and the latter felt with overflowing plea- 
sure, that if his uncle's infirnlity of cha- 
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racter were called into action by another's 
prosperity, the adversity of that very 
person, attracted his instant kindness : 
under such impressions Rupert squeezed 
his uncle's hand emphatically, while he 
replied to his questions as briefly as pos* 
sible. 

Colonel RoSelheim*s hard-favoured 
•features underwent many changes during 
the narrative ; and at the description of 
the Franciscan's respectable conduct and 
melancholy death, he exclaimed aloud 
in the simplicity of a good heart ** Now 
God forgive me!" His looks inflamed^ 
when Rupert began to speak of Julian's 
seizure : the former, afraid of kindling a 
fire which he might not ,aftervvard3 be 
able to smother, forbore to mention the 
blow given to his mother by one of the 
ruffians; since the quivering agitation 
with which he himself still thought of 
that dastardly act, warned him not to 
^tamp it^ upon the memory of his 
uncle,^ 
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He passed by ome of Colonel Rosel 
heim's queries without answering them, 
excusing himself on the score of time^ 
and proceeding to such as were of real 
importance : nay, he said he must reply 
to his uncle's last question, by asking 
one in return, Whether it would not 
be better and more respectable for 
Rupert, for his friends to show them- 
selves confident in his integrity, and 
to remain quiescent. 

Colonel Roselheim was of his opinion 
directly : there being only two or three 
opinions of his own, which had any root 
in his mind. These indeed grew there, 
as into a rock : for they were the only 
subjects he pondered over again and 
again, as belonging to his personal ex- 
pectations and personal grievances, — 
Among these was his strong envy of 
his brother ; and much too well aware 
of that, Rupert contrived to divert his 
convei'sation from that channel by ask- 
ing^ some well-timed question about a 
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surprise that had taken place lately^ in 
which Colonel Roselheim had especially 
distinguished himself, and obtained for 
his high reward the command of the 
place surprized. But though this diver- 
sion was ably made by Rupert, and 
animated the veteran's discourse for 
a while, it did not totally rescue the 
former from the evil he dreaded ; and 
he was forced to endure the pain of 
hearing assertious of his father's base* 
ness, and his own pusillanimity in con- 
sequence, unless he branded that base* 
ness with the name it deserved* 

Colonel Roselheim made no scruple 
of attributing the transaction, as much 
to Rhinegravestein's resentment at his 
son for having refused to live a depend-^ 
ant in the house where he had a right 
to command as heir, as to his desire of 
regaining the offspring of his second 
marriage ; and bluntly gave it as his 
opinion, that the proud general of the 
Elector, already feared his son's growing 
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laurels would eventually overtop his 
own. 

Rupert's inward thoughts were un- 
happily not so completely at rest upon 
the subject of his father, that they were 
incapable of disturbance by the sugges- 
tion of others : they were now put into 
painful agitation again. But his sense 
of misgiving, arose from the probable 
influence of the countess who was known 
to seek her husband's participation in 
censurable acts, as his forgiveness after 
any offence given by her pride or 
jealousy, by means degrading to woman's 
dignity and delicacy ; — by all the 
blandishments of lavish flattery, and un- 
bridled fondness J — by profuse acknow- 
ledgments of transgression without real 
contrition ; and by unnumbered slavish, 
yet refined attentions to every thing 
which in public could gratify her hus- 
band's vanity, or exalt his magnificent 
pleasures. To those, her varied and 
uncommon talents, richly enabled her to 
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Contribute j and Rupert well knew that 
scenic representations of which her hus- 
band's exploits furnished the subject, 
and her own music and poetry the execu- 
tion, were often the means she employed 
to extort his gratitude or his smiles, and 
so win back the favour her fiery temper 
had forfeited. Secretly admitting the fact 
of his father's weakness, he yet re- 
pulsed the most unworthy of the mo- 
tives attributed to him by the Colonel, 
with a vehemence which made the latter 
take fire, 

" Well sir,** he said at last, as hii^ 
uncle ended an angry speech, " let mr 
pray that this subject may rest till it i 
canvassed and settled publicly, — for so 
of course it will be : then if my unhappy 
father is found concerned in the busi- 
ness, I will give him up for ever, and 
shall only intreat you to consider that 
I remain hi» son, be he what he may ! 
and that all which either God or man 
can demand of me, in such miserable 
circumstances, is silent acquiescence in 
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and his public duties, — he would rely 
ior tlie vindication of his character. Till 
then, he trusted fearlessly to the candour 
of brave enemies. 

This letter, which caused a strong 
^nsation at head-quarters amongst the 
superior officers to whom it was ne- 
cessarily communicatedt as being ad- 
dressed to them all, was read and spoken 
of according to the different humours of 
the different readers. Some admired 
the wild nobleness of the proceeding it 
promised : some laughed at it as a pomp- 
pus folly ; others considered it as of a 
piece with Count Rhinegravestein's cha^ 
racter for pppular exhibition ; and a few 
looked on it as a mere stratagem to gain 
time and preserve reputation until some 
lucky turn in politics might enable him 
to retain the disputed child 5 >r- it was 
not communicated tp Riipert until 
Aremberg returned from his pursuit of 
Marshal Torstensou, and being informed 
of the incident, hastened to relate it and 
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the event of his journey to his secluded 
friend. 

Unconscious of any personal ill-will 
existing between his successor and his 
young aid de- camp, and little capable of 
unnecessary exertion. Marshal Torsten- 
son was induced by his attendants to give 
up his first idea of retracing his road, 
and content himself with writing his 
opinion of what was going on, together 
with his high testimony to the character 
of the suspected person. Aremberg saw 
bitri • forward the same testimonial . to 
the Swedish Chancellor Oxenstiern, at 
Munster, accompanied by his conviction 
that nothing but the mere form of a re- 
gular investigation would be' deemed re- 
quisite by the Allies ; and that, rather to 
quiet the unfortunate young officer's 
mind, who must wish his integrity mam- 
fested paistt ^ siispidon, than to satisfy 
themselves; '/ ^ 

The-MiBiwhal desired Aremberg to tell 
Rupert, that n6 man of commQ;;! sense 
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could entertain a doubt of the latter'a 
innocence, from the simple fact of his 
coming himself to tell the story, and court 
examination. The whole load of in- 
famy, he observed, must fall upon the 
Austrian and Bavarian courts, unless they 
obliged the perpetrator of the act, to 
produce and return the prisoner. 

To the kindest expression of concern 
for his present uneasy feelings, the Mar- 
shal added *^ a hope that his aid«de- 
camp would take the first convenient 
opp<tftunity of paying him a visit in Po-^ 
meraniat/ and giving him an opportunity 
q£ seetfi^ whether he were as agreeable 
a eompavdon among cabbages and apple- 
trees, as he had found him a sure sup- 
port in the midst of armed enemies/' 

With such proofs of friendship as these,, 
from such a man, Rupert l^iamed him- 
self for l^tiqg the animosity of such an 
one as Wrangel pain him beyondian. ia-^ 
«tant : and wben to this gmtii^ing: md 
cheering acoount.of bis embfu^, Arem^ 
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berg add^d the knportant information^ 
that Count Rhinegravestein had written 
a vindication of bis own character to the 
Swedish officer^, Rupert's heart was op- 
pressed and overwhelmed with joy. — 
That was a tide for which, indeed, he was 
not prepared, and as he thought of what 
his mother would feel on the occasion, 
gratitude was added to sudden plea- 
sure. 

Participating openly with his friend^ 
Aremberg owned that this letter had 
spared him the pain of seeking an inter- 
view with Rupert's father; a step he 
should have believed himself bound to 
take otherwise. This right action o£ 
Rhinegravestein's, he said, led him to 
hope that better feelings were resuming 
their influence aver the Count's mind» 
and his Countess's power jdecreasing: with 
tibat of hoUow distinctions and deluding: 
vanilies* 

Aremberg l^new the Christian pleaswo; 
ofijrejoiiciiigairer a repentant^i^ner^ imdl 
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he could therefore sympathise in the 
feelings both of the mother and son, 
when they confessed that all other earthly 
happiness, however great, would be im* 
perfect in their estimation so long as 
they saw Rhinegravestein proceeding 
with an unawakened conscience in the 
proud career of his fortune. 

To convey this gladdening intelligence 
to his mother, was Rupert's first wish ; 
ajid Aremberg, unwilling to leave him 
only for the purpose of being the bearer 
of it, proposed sending a letter so far on 
its road to Mariendorpt as the next 
mesieng^i 16 the congress could take it. 
Rupert wrote such a letter upon the spot ; 
Atemberg delivered it unsealed to Ge- 
neral Wrangel, who not daring to vio^' 
late this character as a gentleman, by 
lookii^ at its contents, coldly desired 
his secretary to close' it properly, and! 
forward it by the first dispatch to Mun^^' 
«ter» 
'When the Commander*in*chiera un« 
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gracious manner was commented upon 
by Aremberg as believing it habitual to 
him, Rupert made his own dispiriting 
reflections : but, unwilUng to pain his 
friend uselessly, or to draw more largely 
than he had done, upon the patronage 
of Marshal Torstenson, — ingenuously 
ashamed of stating the despicable ground 
of WrangePs rancour against him, he 
prepared himself to abide much of slight 
and offence and minor wrong from the 
latter, while he determined to let no ill 
usage turn him aside from public duty. 
He thought, with the hoping spirit of 
youth, that he might safely trust to Pro- 
vidence and future events, for removing 
him from the immediate circle of his 
powerful adversary. 

Meanwhile he pressed the sitting of the 
court that was to try him, as earnestly 
as respectfully ; for suspence was irk- 
some; and the system of vexing him, 
lias evident in jtbe diffieulty which even 
Aremberg had in getting admittance to 
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his quarters. General Wrangel still, how- 
ever, contrived to defer the sitting by 
that variety of expedients which the 
head of an army, with an enemy almost 
within sight, could easily devise for ren- 
dering such a thing inconvenient : it was 
not, however, in his ability to oppose the 
positive instructions of the assembled 
representatives at Munster j and upon the 
arrival of a messenger from that place, a 
court was called. 

Rupert had his triumph, Wrangel's 
malice its' defeat. The Court took its 
complexion from that of the instructions 
just mentioned : it was merely a court 
of inquiry. The Swedish Chancellor's 
oflScial letter had invited the members of 
it, simply to go through an established 
form necessary to the' private feelings of 
the brave individual concerned, but not 
at all called for by public opinion. Ox- 
enstien, quoting Marshal Tortensori^s 
dispatch, as his authority, added, that he 
only required to know a few circun^- 
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stances of the case, to be satisfied that no 
graver severity was requisite. 

The Court opened, by putting some 
questions to the person examined ; Ru- 
pert's statement of facts was heard ; the 
Count of Rhinegravestein's letter read. 
It was then asked, if any one present M^as 
prepared to tax the oflScer before them 
with collusion or criminality of any sort, 
with regard to the affair in question ; 
and if so, if they were prepared also to 
make good their charge? No one ap- 
peared — No one spoke: — The different 
opinions were then sought and given — - 
these were nearly unanimous. Rupert 
was honourably acquitted ; and dismissed 
without replimand or censure. 

General Wrangel, who was present, 
though not a member of the court, 
sbru^ed up his shoulders as the decision 
was pronounced i^and, striving to hide 
his discomfiture under an air of indif- 
ference, congratulated his young officer 
in good set terms. 

£ 2 
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Every jother person present shook Ru- 
pert cordially by the hand, expressing 
their satisfaction at having him once 
more amongst them in the tent and in 
the field. 

Rupert's heart was full ; he returned 
the kindly pressures of so many friendly 
hands in silence ; and, leaving Arem- 
berg to say something for him, precipi- 
tately left the council-room. 

Thus had the cloud which hung over 
bim passed away, as many dreadecl ones 
do from others, like a breath of smoke 1 
his own /honour cleared; his father's 
scarcely doubted. — Friends had thickep-r 
ed round him ; and the only substanti^ 
evil he had to apprehend, after all, was 
the continued ill-will of his commandi^.. 
This evil Height, indeed, obstruct M^ 
advancement, though it pould not tarnish 
nis name, and was onj|^Jihere£bre, whig |i^ 
Rupert's friends must wish overcome, r-r 
To overcome it by any act of his own, 
seemed impossible to Rupert: impps 
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sible not to his pride, but to -his prin- 
ciples. — He might, indeed, refrain from 
offending the man who was not to be 
conciliated by merit and forbearance, 
but he could never court his favour by 
base compliance with his vices* 

When Aremberg joined himy after 
exchanging a pressure of the hand with 
him, which had all the energy and em- 
phasis of a congratulatory embrace^ 
Kupert for the first time spoke of Ge- 
neral WrangePs dislike, and its original 
source. 

Aremberg was the last man upon earth 
to counsel unworthy solicitude about an 
anworthy person : he had no reason to 
exhort his mild-tempered friend to pa- 
tiience under possible injustice or slight 
llereafter; he simply recommended a 
steady perform^ce of his commander's 
Orders, and greatw'e to avoid entering 
the General's presence, except when 
called there by the routine of duty, or 
the customary forms of military respectl 

s 3 
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By this method, Aremberg observed, he 
would gradually withdraw himself from 
WrangePs memory as a man, and be 
thought of only as a meritorious officer. 
By such a method, and such a method 
alone, could Rupert have any chance 
of conciliating this, powerful enemy, 
without degrading himself. — Aremberg 
could with difficulty comprehend how 
such formidable ill-will could have grown 
out of such paltry ground, as rivalry in 
the favour of a country-quarter beauty : 
— much less could he understand its 
continuance so long after the baffied 
inclination which gave rise to it, was 
over in the General's breast. He there- 
fore prophesied its natural death very 
soon, provided Rupert did not keep it 
alive by an indiscrete display — which 
was not likely with his character — of 
the graces and accomplishments which 
won admiration for him. — And thus 
dismissing the subject, he spoke of his 
own departure. 
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Aremberg's own duties now sum- 
moned him back to Mariendorpt. Hav- 
ing fulfilled both here and at Lauter- 
bourg, his evident commission of useful* 
ness, he was bound to lose no time in 
relieving the painful anxiety of Rupert's 
mother, and hastening to re-animate the 
depressed spirits of an uncle whom he 
regarded in the light of a father, 

Aremberg's clerical duties were as yet 
wholly voluntary: but, attached to Ma- 
riendorpt by as many remembrances, as 
present ties, he had of late made up his 
mind to offer gratuitous assistance to 
the very infirm and burdened minister 
of a neighbouring populous parish, where 
he might have full scope for the exercise 
of every sacred function, without inter- 
fering with the province of Muhldenau, 
or removing from the connections of his 
early life. - 

Aremberg's easy circumstances and 
eventual expectations rendered income 
no object with him ; so that he could, 

£ 4 
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without imprudence, thus establish him- 
self in a situation of no emolument ; and 
wait the probable chance of ultimately 
settling as the successor of the good 
man he assisted* ^ 

These visions, while floating in his 
mind, he had, from time to time, com- 
municated to Rupert : he now spoke of 
them as tixed; telling him, with a mixed 
smile of regret and cheering, that, like 
a parent bird, seeing her nestling fairly 
launched into air, he left him to his own 
wings for life. 

Rupert shrunk involuntarily within 
himself at this expression, # and a look 
of extreme pain appeared upon his coun* 
tenance. " My dear Aremberg,** he 
exclaimed, with a tone which attempted 
cheerfulness, ** this sounds dismally aw* 
ful!-^I have had you so long at my 
elbow to prompt me when I was out» 
and to catch me up when I was £silling, 
that I shall feel more like a child with* 
Qut its leading-strings, thm a fledged 
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bird, when you leave me to myself. — I 
say nothing of the dismal solitude here/' 
he added, striking his breast with deeper 
sensibility of look, yet preserving the 
careless tone in which he spoke. " Not 
solitude, my dear fellow," Aremberg 
answered, •* my remembrance will have 
plenty of good company there, I am 
certain. And so long as we have dear i 
and excellent persons to think of, and ^ 
to endeavour to be more worthy of,*we >^ 
have much of the very best sort of hap- . 
piness to be thankful for.'* ^ 

jRupert felt the salutary kindness of 
the last remark : it only showed him the 
more distinctly how much of comfort 
and instruction he would soon be reft 
of; but willing to appear less selfishly 
grieved than he was in fact, he uttered 
some playful folly about his friend's 
invariable eye to his profession of admo- 
nition, and proceeded to ask him some 
question connected with his future plans« 

Ttieir conversation soon took a deci<« 
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dedly serious character; Rupert, with 
all the earnestness of affection for one 
object, and the confidence of it in another, 
besought Arember^ to watch over the 
comfort of his mother, and never to omit 
a possible opportunity of letting him hear 
of all he loved at Mariendorpt. He pro- 
mised, on his part, to be as watchful for 
similar opportunities ; never to rush 
into danger without a justifiable object 
\ in view; and always to remember that 

"^V whenever any exigency required it, he 
had a father's purse in that of Mr. Van- 
derhoven, to have recourse to, and a 
brother's in that of Aremberg. 

This way was the only one in which 
these friends spoke of money together. 
Rupert would never allow that it was 
justifiable in a man to increase the trap- 
pings of his situation — for so he called 
many things which others deemed indis- 
pensible, — by drawing upon the gene- 
rosity of friends. *< A man's fortune,*' 
he would say, " is his post j he must 
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keep to it^ as long as it is tenable. 
When it is no longer so, then he may 
call in help.** 

Aremberg felt the nobleness and just- 
ness of this sentiment, and he resigned 
therefore from respect for it, the luxury 
it would have been to him to pour upon 
liis friend all those elegancies and com- 
forts which he disregarded for himself, 
and which his income could have pur- 
chased, had he wished it. Renewing his 
assurances of a son's consideration few: 
Madame Roselheim, and promising to 
go out of his road to bid adieu to Colonel 
Roselheim, and talk with him over the 
late events, he took a hasty leave of the 
friend he loved above most earthly things, 
and would have left him, had not Rupert 
insisted upon seeing him a mile or two 
on his way. 

As quitting the town, they rode to- 
gether through the lines of the camp, 
B^pert was startled by a sudden shout 
from the men ; he looked round to see 

£ 6 



I ■ 



8* THK VILLAOB , 

what occasioned their acclamations : but 
when he found that hir acquittal was the 
cause, a bright colour overspread his 
fkce ; and with feelings even more agi- 
tated than those he had so lately experi- 
enced in the military court, he lifted his 
hat and passed on, bowing from side to 
sidCf with looks that acknowledged the 
honest greetings of his humbler associ- 
ates. When the burst of enthusiasm for 
himself subsided, he was equally gratified 
to perceive the concern of the soldiers at 
Aremberg's departure from them : the 
looks of many of them, showed that they 
knew his intention of going, not to return. 
Aremberg now repeated it to them, add- 
ing, that he left his blessing with them, 
and his entreaty that they would often 
call to mind what he had so often said on 
the subject of their duty as Christian 
soldiers^ fighting avowedly for conscience. 
Some of the men promised obedience 
at once ; others said they would remem- 
ber, if they could ; and a few, perhaps 
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more doubtful of themselves, but equally 
alive to the good conduct of others, 
merely cried, ** aye, God bless your 
honour, any how !" and walked on. 

A mile or two beyond the camp, the 
friends agreed to part. Once more they 
grasped and held each others hands in 
silent concern for a moment or two, 
then mutually wrung them, and nod- 
ding the farewell they did not trust 
themselves to utter, turned their horses' 
heads in an opposite direction* 

Rupert immediately pulled his hat 
over his eyes, and lightly spurring his 
ch arger, galloped back to his quarters, in 
no mood for company* 

But company quickly intruded, and a 
kindly mob of brother officers rushing in 
to congratulate him upon the termination 
of his wearisome confinement, revived in 
him the animating feelings of gratitude 
and pleasure. 

These feelings were, indeed, revived ; 
and the certainty that Aremberg, though 
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* lost to him for a while, was carrying joy 
to his mother, soon made him consider, 
his departure as a subject of gladness 
rather than regret. 

But like most other persons, after part- 
ing from a friend, Rupert remembered 
numberless things he had left unsaid, and 
as many questions unasked, which he 
wondered could have escaped his notice 
at the time. He was surprised to find 
how little he knew of Aremberg's journey 
into Alsace, or of his amiable companions 
thither ; and he blamed himself for hav- 
ing so inconsiderately filled nearly all 
their conversations with his own immme- 
diate interests ; leaving so small a portion 
to friendship and sympathy. 

He now recollected, with shame, that 
more than once he had turned the dis- 
course from the theme of Madame Kra- 
zau's suffering state, and Adolpha Falk- 
enberg's exemplary attention to all the 
sick, sometimes querulous fancies, of that 
poor invalid: and while remembering 
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this^ he admired his friend for delicately 
forbearing to urge a theme, which was 
most likely begun with the wish of kind- 
ling a warmer sentiment in Rupert's 
breast for that charming young woman, 
than the latter had acknowledged to him 
that he did feel, on the evening of his 
parting with her at Mariendorpt, But 
too sadly convinced, that Adolpha could 
never now, be more to him than an af- 
fectionately considered relative, Rupert 
consoled himself for this seeming inatten- 
tion to his friend's object, by thinking, 
that, at any rate, he had not awakened 
expectations which he must hereafter dis- 
appoint. 
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CHAP. III. 

Released from personal restraint, and 
restored to active duty, Rupert lost no 
time in resuming the business of his mili- 
tary situation ; he found, however, no 
assistance from those directly in authority 
over him. The successor of Count Crat« 
zenstein, like the successor of Marshal 
Torstenson, seemed little disposed to 
afford him opportunities of evincing hi&* 
talents or displaying his bravery. He 
was a minion of General WrangePs ; ex- 
pert in discerning at a glance, where 
favour pointed, or veered from ; and pre- 
pared, therefore, to check the enterprise 
ing spirit of the young soldier whom 
the Commander-in-chief evidently beheld 
with a jaundiced eye. Thus, he con- 
trived to bind Rupert, almost wAi|^) to 
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mere parade duty in the town, or to fo- 
raging parties in those quarters out of the 
likely range of the enetoy : purposely 
keeping him out of every expedition 
where real service was to be done^ and 
credit acquired. Others were entrusted 
with reconnoissances, or surprizals, or 
employed in difficult convoys of provi« 
sions, ammunition^ &c., while he was kept 
in the eye of « the camp as a mere toy* 
shop soldier, drilling recruits, and over- 
looking accounts, &c., till his patience 
was nearly exhausted. 

Never was there a greater trial of 
temper and moderation than such a one 
as this, to a young and spirited man, con^ 
scious of former desert and present zeaL 
One of two things, he knew, must be in- 
tended by this treatment j either to stamp 
upon him the character of being yet un- 
cleared in the private opinion of his 
judges, therefore not trusted i or to sink 
him by degrees in the estimation of his 
:ompanions» 
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His companions in arms, however, 
were more just than those that oppressed 
him had hoped to find them : they saw 
their brave associate fettered to inglori- 
ous tasks, like some discarded war-horse, 
who hears the sound of the trumpet afar 
off in the day of battle, and struggles to 
rush into the ranks of his former fame ; 
then, remembering that he belongs to a 
different master, droops, and yields to 
his changed destiny. 

Rupert's immediate men, muttered in 
secret many a deep curse against his 
colonel : for they guessed not, that this 
oppression had a higher source ; and 
generally concluded their rude encomiums 
upon whatever brave exploit took place, 
by saying that it was a shame that Cap- 
tain Roselheim was prevented from 
sharing in it. 

Rupert had enough of the infirmity of 
human nature, to be tempted to violate 
the law he had imposed upon his own 
conduct, that of never seeking to distin- 
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guish himself, independently of public 
service : it would else have been easy for 
him, to have covered himself with that 
sort of glory which dazzles all eyes, ex- 
cept those of complete masters in war. 
Could he have sat contentedly, under the! 
conviction that he had spilt his own and 
others' blood, with no greater object 
than to hear his name once more echoed 
with acclaim, he might have made op- 
portunities for forcing parties of the 
enemy into useless and hazardous fight. 

But from this temptation, conscience 
effectually secured himj although no 
sense of doing right could steel his heart 
against the anguish of seeing, or fancying 
that he saw, his early, laurels dropping 
leaf by leaf, under the cold blight of 
envy. Against a grief like this, Rupert 
had nothing to oppose : it fairly mastered 
his mild, yet cheerful spirit; and de- 
prived equally of his uncle's kindly 
society, as of Aremberg's niore effectual 
coinfortings, he sunk into a depression 
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of heart, which assumed the appearance 
of dise^e^ Rest and appetite forsook 
him; and thou^ he retained either 
strength or resolution sufficient to go 
thi'ough the routine of vexatious duties 
allotted him, the mortification might 
have struck a mortal blow to his mental 
powers, had not an unexpected event 
aroused him out of himself. 

During the period of his confinement, 
and subsequent penance of inaction, 
Rupert made frequent enquiries of those 
most likely to know, concerning the con- 
duct of the imperial court, with respect 
to Julian. From these persons he re< 
ceived important information^ General 
Wrangel was not a man to be questioned; 
and he never volunteered any thing to 
those not authorised to enquire. The 
public news of a hostile court were not 
eaftily got at by the members of an oppo- 
site party, so that Rupert collected only 
imperfect, often contradictory, accounts. 

It was said, that tiie Count of jElhine- 
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gravestein's application to the imperial 
authority for an order to obtain his child 
from whatever hands detained him, had 
been counteracted by a private appeal of 
his Countess's, avowingthe act; justifying 
it on the plea of religion, as her child 
was at the time of his seizure deprived 
of his spiritual direct^or, and exposed to 
the influence of heretics, the more dan- 
gerous from the power they had obtained 
over his infant mind ; threatening to 
carry the cause to the Court of Rome, 
in case the Emperor should be so careless 
of the souls of his faithful subjects, as to 
order the restitution of Julian. 

With her usual mij^ture of boldness 
and address, this practised woman had 
thrown out several hints of^her deter* 
mination, either to exert her influence 
over her powerful kindred, for or against 
the cause of the Emperor, just as hie 
favour to her, or his adverse condiict, 
should point ouU Hoping, doubtless/ 
that his perilous situation, at the present 
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juncture, from the desertion of so many 
alliesi would make him stoop to any 
measures for repairing his injured for- 
tune. 

Some persons asserted that this letter 
was answered by an assurance of protec- 
tion from the Austrian Court, by a grave 
declaration of the writer's pious alarm 
for her son's spiritual welfare ; and that 
after a few well-got-up scenes on the 
part of her lord ; such as counter-peti- 
tions, protests, expiressions of profound 
concern, as a man of honour, but of 
unqualified submission, as a good Catho- 
lic, the whole aiO&ir was considered ended, 
the boy safely lodged under the paternal 
roof, and the Allies left free to rail, and 
fight on. 

In opposition to this report, a different 
one was circulated. . It was stated, that 
the Emperor had decided on the honour- 
able side, and pronounced his opinion 
accordingly : that Rhinegravestein, after 
applying in vain to his wife for the place 
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of her son's concealment, having equally 
failed in threats and soothings, had 
broken openly with her, though still 
intent upon the recovery of his heir. 

The first injurious report could only 
pain Rupert, as a malicious falsehood : 
after his father's letter to the Commander- 
in-chief, he bad never entertained a doubt 
of his integrity; and he therefore felt 
inclined to give credit to much of that, 
which represented him, as he believed, 
he deserved. 

• The confusion of tumultuary wishes, 
and improbable results, which this opinion 
gave birth to, on the subject of his mo- 
ther, may be imagined, but need not be 
dwelt on. They were the transient 
dream of a heart that sometimes slum- 
bered over the memory of what grieved 
it most : but once awakened, to such 
recollections, every airy scene of hap- 
piness in which his father's image, 
shared with that of his mother, vanished 
into nothing. 
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Rupert's mind, at this period, had lost 
it3 power of extension : it was unable to 
stretch beyond two subjects* The first, 
was that of his father's unredeemed 
pledge, either to restore Julian, or to give 
himself up in his stead : and the second, 
brooding anxiety over the only event 
which was likely to remove him from the 
irksome state of contemptuous inactivity, 
to which he was kept by the united de- 
termination of his Colonel and his General. 

This was a battle : and that was talked 
of as certain, if the French should suc- 
ceed in crossing the Neckar, in the face 
of the Archduke's army ; because with 
such an addition to his force, even should 
the Austrians think fit to retire without 
a blow, it was Wrangel's intention tb 
enter Bavaria immediately, and attack 
Rhinegravestein, who was stationed there 
to cover Munich. 

A battle either lost or won, if it did 
not provide an everlasting asylum for 
Rupert, against every species of earthly 
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wrong and sorrow, would probably cause 
. a material change in military dispositions ; 
and the regiment he belonged to, might 
. then be added to some division under 
the command of a general less preju- 
diced against him than his present com- 
mander. 

To this solitary hope, Rupert looked 
with the feelings of a man journeying 
over a pathless waste, guided by a sm- 
gle star which is every moment on the 
point of sinking behind impenetrable 
clouds. 

The dear ideas of Meeta and his 
mother, of Julian and Aremberg, the 
respected one of Muhldenau, all that 
used to thrill him with joy, or melt him 
into tenderness, appeared no longer in 
bis forlorn musings. Yet the very es- 
sence of what seemed his present self- 
absorption, was in fact the love he bore 
to these cherished objects : since their 
vital interest in his honour and advance- 
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ment, made both more momentous in his 
eyes. 

In this mood, one evening, after being 
relieved from duty by the officer of the 
night, and returning home, he was met 
by a non-commissioned officer with a 
^nessage from the commander-in-chie^ 
desiring his immediate presence in the 
council-room. Rupert signified obedi- 
ence by a kindly inclination of the head, 
for he was in no disposition to talk ; and 
quickening his pace, so as to precede 
the man, without conjecturing why he 
was summoned, walked on in silence. 

Having reached the General's quar- 
ters,, and given in his name, he went 
forwards after the servant in attendance; 
.but observing: a sort of gaze and expect- 
ancy in all the faces he passed, he stopt 
and asked with some eagerness, whether 
the enemy were advancing ? 

The person he addressed was about 
to answer, when an aid-de-camp of 
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. General WrangePs saddenly opened the ^ 
door of the apartment they were seek- 
ing, and Rupert entered with his ques- 
tion unsatisfied. 

...... 

A group of General officers stood at the 
further end of the hall, discoursing to- 
gether. The tallest of them turned his 
head round, at the noise made by the 
opening door, and Rupert saw his father. 

The shock of such a surprise was like 
a tl^underbolt ; he staggered, and fell 
.against the side of the apartment. 

Rhinegravestein's face, wbich had 
flushed vividly on his son's entrance, now 
wholly lost its colour ; he made one or 
two steps. forward : but evidently recol- 
lecting himself, the place he was in, and 
the character he had to support ; perhaps 
also, afraid of a humiliating repulse, he 
drew back, and resumed his former 
graceful air of manly ease. • 

Rjupert had neither lost consciousness, 
nor the power of assisting himself; but 
while he was hurryingly trying to extri- 
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cate his arm from a young officer in tlie 
fiavarian aniformt who sprung immedi- 
ately to his assistance, he heard sound^ 
and beheld objects, which had no reality* 

A confused sentiment of resentment 
at General Wrangel, for betraying him 
into this exposure of private feelings, 
restored instant and deeper colour to his 
cheek, as he resumed an erect posture, 
and by a violent effort, asked in a dis- 
tinct, though rather indignant voice, 
«« What were his Excellency's com^ 
mands?" , ^ 

Wrangel evidently found pleasure in 
prolonging the hard task of self-commaud 
in the two principal objects before him ; 
for he made a tedious speech, when a 
short one would have sufficed, purport- 
ing that the Count of Rhinegravestein was 
come himself in person to re-deliver up 
his heir into the hands of the Allien; 
redeeming^ therefore, his pledge to ^at 
effect : that he, the Swedish Commandei> 
had deemed it right to send for the actual 
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captor of the boy, that he might either 
resume former responsibility on his ac- 
count, or consent to transfer him en- 
tirely (at the price of an equivalent for 
his ransom, which the Allies would pay) 
to the Allies themselves. 

Mobile General Wrangel was speaking, 
Rupert's senses began to confuse again, 
and his heart to beat oppressively. His 
eyes he purposely kept fixed upon the 
speaker's face, to preserve them from the 
fascination of other objects: yet the 
countenance of his father seemed abso- 
lutdy printed upon vision ; and a low, 
pleading murmur, like the plaining of a 
young dove, kept thrilling in his ear, 
convincing him that Julian was in the 
apartment also. 

These impressions were sufficient to 
unman a robuster nature than his. His 
b^art, already ovei'flowing with number* 
ten affecting recollections, yearned to 
h» innocent brother ; and the suspicion 
that bfs father bad risked his safety, per- 






t 

lot 'THE 'village -'^ 



J 



haps his' military character, only to see 
his face again^ melted all the resolutions* 
of dispassionate and strict justice. He 
felt, too, what an effort it must cost his 
father to maintain any appearance of that 
perfect self-possession which wis requi^ 
site for the dignity of his station. Grief 
and self-abasement, he fondly hoped, 
must be in his father's heart ; for if not, 
that heart must have grown callous to 
every sentiment of virtuous shame, and 
every sense of obligation. 

Whether Rhinegravestein were or were 
liot looking at him, all the time his son 
was listening to General Wrangel, Rupert 
knew not; but he felt with keen acorn 
of himself that his own donipIeSnon was 
undergoing such a variety of changes,* 
as must make it easy for every by-stander 
to read what was passing within him. 

The Commander-in-Chief had to re- 
peat the question with which he closed 
his harangue. 

«. I have spoken to this question bew 
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fore, please your Excellency,** said Ru- 
pert, recovering himself. "Field Mar- 
shal Torstenson had the goodness to re- 
port my answer to the Allied Powers. 
I hope, therefore, it is not necessary for 
me to repeat it now. But your Excel- 
cellency must be aware that an inferior 
officer engaged in active service cannot 
pledge himself either to his commanders, 
or to the friends of his prisoner, for the 
safety and person of that prisoner: I 
must therefore beg to be instructed on 
this subject." 

Rupert stiU kept his head turned to- 
wards General Wrangel : the latter an- 
swered brusquely, " You must take the 
difficulties you choose for yourself: I 
profess, Sir, that I could never under- 
stand the punctilio of not wholly resign- 
ing your right In a prisoner whom you 
cannot dispose of without the authority 
^ of the very powers to whoAi you refuse 
him." — Rupert merely bowed : Wran- 
gel went on. — '*.The Allies are ready, 
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.evea^noWy to give you % fkir price for 
him/f Then turnings to Kfain^rate* 
stein with sarcastic civility^ ** but what 
are the wishes of the young Lord's 
fiiends?** 

*' To ransom him at any price, on the 
instant!'' answered the Count with vi- 
vacity. The sound of his voice made 
Rupert shiver audibly; but he only 
clasped his folded arms tighter together, 
and remained still looking another way. 

" Will your Excellency allow me fo 
make this proposal again to the Allies ?*' 
resumed the count with dignity: then 
in a tone of deep feeling, <* to Julian's 
brave captor, I offer only —- a father's 
thanks!" 

The phrase was equivocal, but it went 
straight to a son's heart ; and the tender- 
ness and anguish it wrought there, were 
agony to controuU 

Rhinegravestein's blanched lip quiver- 
ed for a moment afler the last expression 
escaped him, and his eye, in which 
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a teir wat di^oerniblet Ungfead yet 
longer on the figure of his son $ but 
quickly resuming himself, he added, ** 1i 
money cannot purchase my boy, nego- 
ciation must be tried again. Till then, 
gentlemen, do with him as it seems best 
to men of honour : some of you> per- 
haps, are parents also." 

^' Count Rhinegravestein,^ observed 
Wrangel, with an air of contempt, vainly 
cloaked under a look of blunt raillery, 
^* in all things you revive the days of 
Tomance!'— you seem to ibrget that 
spUnd policy has moj^ to do with expe- 
diency, than generosity : if we are to do 
JwticCf we must provide against a second 
seizure of this child, whether we are, 
4>r are not, .parents/' 

JElbinegiravestein just turned his full, 
^e eye upon htm with an expression of 
calm disdain : then, as if completely dis- 
.gusted with the principal, looked round 
upon the other members of this hastily- 
collected council, and said, << Of course, 
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my proposal for mv son JulidH^s fansom 
or exchange, will be made to higher 
authorities, even than those with, which 
I have the honour of treating 'now. I 
come hither simply to'^eliter up my 
boy, and to redeem' my iown^honour/' 
^ *« Your Excellency has -done botln at 
some risk," General Wrangel rejoined, 
with that" superciKous air with which 
worldly minds endeavour to throw ridi- 
cule upon the noble daring of lofty 
ones. ' 

" 1 have confided myself to the ho- 
Tiour of brave enemies : — no other risk,*' 
Rhinegravestein smilingly said j " and 
if there were, it would be worth some- 
thing, to have gained the present oppor- 
tunity of expressing my unfeigned admi- 
ration of the most gallant troipps in the 
world — except my own ! •— Gentlemen, 
you must allow me to except my own/' 
And waving his. plumed hat with that 
mien of noble frankness which distin- 
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guished him, he smiled again upon the 
Cmpanyp^m.- '■ ' , 

Rupert was once more within the 
sphere^ of his father's fascination ; and 
alarmed at the flood of former feelings 
which was pouring in upon his soul, he 
repeated his request to General Wrangel, 
though in a less steady voice than at 
first, that he would say what was ex- 
pected of him .with regard to his sur^ 
veillance of the prisoner. 

" If you will again be answerable with 
your life, or your good name, for his 
forthcoming,** replied Wrangel careless- 
, ly» " you may name his prison your- 
self.** 

" Then be it the monastery of 
St. John's in this town,** Rupert said 
promptly, accepting at once the risk 
which must depend upon the good faith 
of one perspnage present. " 1 should 
. hope such a situation may please all par- 
' ties." 
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This propofRsd was immediately caiK 
vassed by the different oflScers, whom the 
arrival of Count Rhinegravestein's flag 
of trace had assembled at General 
WrangePs call. The character of the 
Abbot of St. John's stood high, both 
with catholics and protestantsj his 
house, therefore, was likely to remain un- 
molested, whatever might be the ultimate 
fate of Donawert itself : and the opinion 
was unanimous in favour of the proposal. 

This^ opinion pronounced, after that 
discussion concluded the ostensible bu- 
siness of the meeting, General Wrangel 
pulled out his watch, and prefacing the 
uncourtly remark, with a slight apology, 
told Count Rhinegravestein that he had 
only so many hours left for his return, ere 
the time of truce granted would expire, 
advising him therefore to finish whatever 
he might yet have to do. " Your Excel- 
lency perhaps wishes to be alone with 
this young gentleman for a few minutes,** 
he said, rising with a parade of consi- 
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deration at once las indelicate m ' ill- 
placed. 

« Our business, I believe, is over,'* 
rqoined Rhinegravestein with dignity, 
withdrawing his eye which had immedi- 
ately glanced expectingly towards Ru- 
pert, and which now turned from his 
averted face with something like disap- 
pointment 

^* Captain Roselheim !'' he said, with 
instant firmness,and coming forward with 
Julian in his hand, " I restore you your 
prisoner/* 

From the collected air with which 
Rhinegravestein began this address, it was 
evident he meant to have said something 
more — something complimentary per- 
haps, to his son's valour and generosity; — 
something to baffle the obvious disposition 
to scornful triumph discernible in General 
Wrangei; but his nature was too soft, 
fais inward humiliation too strong, to 
bear him ably through the part he would 
have acted ; and his voice faltering, in the 
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jpf^idfUe .of , the . short, sentence, wholly 

failed him at the conclusion. 

' Rupert met his ^advance, in silence: 

he received Julian's hand with, inward 

' ..... , , 

. trembling and outward composure ; still 

.keeping his eyes steadfastly fixed upon 
the ground. But his father drew a 
short, quick sigh, and Rupert instinct- 
ively looked up ; — their eyes met. The 
feeling of that instant of time, was never 
effaced from either of their hearts, to the 

. end of their lives. 

As if every other person had received 
the same impression, an immediate still- 

. ness took place of the brief bustle with 
which the, different officers were moving 
from their places. . 
The whole scene seemed to go round 

. with Rupert : but he remaiived standing 
motionless as a status clasping the hand 
of Julian in both his, and looking down 
upon the child's upraised face, uncon- 
scious of what he looked on. The sen- 

. sitive little creature stood as pale and 
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motionless : he was evidently r.schooled 
beforehand, into patient 8ub|nission. 

Rhinegravestein passed his hand hastily 
across bis fo^eheadi then tightening his 
cloak round him, motioned to the aid- 
de-camp that had accompanied him, to 
follow } and bowing with that graceful 
and noble air which, made the manly 
beauiy of his appearance so striking, 
bade the Swedish ; officers good night; 
adding, * " Now, Gentlemen, which of 
you -will do me the favour of blinding 
me ?*% - 

Something was said in reply, Rupert 
knew not by whom; nor what was spoken. 
His father's eyes were bandaged, a pre- 
cautionary form customary on similar 
occasions; his aid-de-camp submitted 
to the same uss^e : a confused stir of 
hats and swords, of salutes and other ci- 
vilities, succeeded ; after which all was 
quiet, and he found himself left alone 
with the Commander-in-chief and the 
little Julian. 
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Cheneral Wnuigel roused him from his 
stupor, by eolcUy bidding him conduct 
his young charge to the sanctuary he had 
chosen for him. And signifying the few 
formalities of a centinel, &c. abruptly 
bade him good night. 

Rupert led Julian by the hand, quickly 
out of the hall : but the moment they 
were beyond the door, he lifted him up 
from the ground to his heart. The child 
threw his little arms iibout his brother's 
neck, and bursting into a convulsive 
passion of sobs and tears, clung there 
with a confidence of protection, which 
touched Rupert to the soul. 

Our hero would fain have taken him 
to his own quarters, at least for a while ; 
but General Wrangel-s orders were posi- 
tive : and rather seeking to shelter the 
child's feelings from the observation of 
passing soldiers, than -to skreen his deli- 
cate form from the night-air, he wrapt 
his cloak over him with one arm, while, 
with the other, he held him close to his 
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bre£&t» and proceeded tfam^ deliberately 
and sadly, towalrds the monastery of 
St John's. ' , 

Many were the^ poro&und and troubled 
sighs which Rupert drew as he weilt 
along ; many were the tender pressures 
he gave this dear burthen ; many the 
whispered soothings he mixed with kisses 
as he bent his face down to that of the 
Weeping and exhausted child, and tried 
to re*assure him upon the circumstances 
of his new situation. His own heart mean- 
while was wrung with the most poignant 
pity. Th^e was flpmetbing inexpressibly 
affecting to his imagination in the hard 
destiny of an innocent condemned to 
suffer for the faults of others ; harassed 
with alarm and fatigue, bewildered with 
present suffering and dreading more, 
bearing in his guiltless person the punish- 
ibent due to a wicked mother and erring 
father. 

It was evident fixnn what the little Ju» 
lian said now, and his previous behaviour 
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ia the council-room; that his gentle spirit 
was completely awed into. endurance of 
whatever was destined to him by strange 
hands. It was only when he felt him- 
self again in his heart's home, the arms 
of that brother whose affection's stamp 
had effaced the lighter impressions of 
infancy, that he seemed self-privileged to 
vent his grief and testify his terrors. 

Rupert became quite convinced of this, 
when, after reaching the Monastery, and 
asking admittance to the Abbot, he was 
told the fraternity were at; midnight mass, 
and was bidden to wait in one of the 
empty rooms. 

There he had leisure to look at, and 
question Julian. 

. The child's wan and. sunken cheek; 
his altered countenance, altered from sofl 
playfulnesjs into . an expression of eager, 
anxious expectation ; the tre^iulous in- 
terruption of his dejected voice, . maSe 
one question unnecessary : it was im- 
possible to inquire whether he had been 
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happy when he got back to his paf ents. 
Rupert forbore such mockery ; bbt, 
again and again, sealing his lips upon the 
pallid forehead and quivering eye-lids of. 
the little victim,* with a choaking sensa- 
tion in his own breast, he merely in- 
quired how he had been since they 
parted last? 

Julian's young heart burst its flood- 
gates on this : his story was short, and 
told confusedly; but Rupert gathered 
enough from his broken "recital to be 
certain of the following' facts; 

The ruflSans by whom the boy wis 
taken from Mariendorpti had not exe^ 
ciited their task with much consideration, 
either for the health of the young heir, 
nor for the state of his mind : they had 
most likely considered a, child as little 
better than an image unconscious of re- 
moval, for they hurried him on to Cologne, 
through the various changes- they were 
obliged to make in their mode of travel- 
ling to escape detection, without taking 
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the fllightefit trouble ta appease his alarm, 
OF to lessen his exhaustion. 

Either the Countess Rhinegravestein 
had been forced to seek her instruments 
among the dregs of society, or this care- 
lessness in the choice of them, spoke 
convincingly against her maternal feel- 
ings. — Her feelings, indeed, were of a 
different sort: irritated self-willedness, 
hasty contempt of public opinion, wrath 
at being so long ba£9ed by the obstinate 
adherence of the Allies to their first de- 
termination ; something too, of spiritual 
pride in thus braving disgrace for the 
sake of religion ; above all, jealous hatred 
of the woman she would willingly have 
trod out of her husband's memory, as 
she had driven heir from his bosom : — 
these combined, stimulated her to an act 
of unexampled audacity, and supported 
her in defending it afterwards. 

Those communications from Holland, 
from Father Joachim, which had awaken* 
ed many a slumbering regret in her hua* 
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band's breast, aod given birth to real 
remorse there, had operated upon her, 
like a malignant poison ; and although 
after the first mixed burst of invective 
and derision, with which she had canvas- 
sed the Franciscan's first letter, Rhine- 
gravestein had retired from the subject, 
with a steadiness she could -not shake ; 
this intemperate woman found ample 
torture for herself, and fresh food for her 
animosity against his former injured wife, 
in the occasional depression of his spirits, 
and the frequent alteration of his looks. 
She fancied hid heart returning to its 
earliest affections ; and she saw, with 
the vexation of a nature insensible to the 
highest order of attachment, tliat in pro* 
portion to the increase of those sad or 
mortifying thoughts in her husband, the 
lustre of those personal advantages was 
tarnished, which were to her vain and 
sordid fondness, beyond all of mind or 
heart. 
The Countess was' sufficiently awaie 






X18 THE VILLAGE . 

bf her lord's nice feelings, on the subject 
,of honour, not to venture at making him 
a party in the base scheme she meditated, 
of revenging herself upon the Allies, and 
afflicting, or disappointing some unfa- 
thomable scheme of Madame Roselheim : 
but she relied ujS>n ;the rcustomary in- 
:fluence of her d^gra4ing blandishments, 
to^ make him for^ve the act now com- 
mitted, and. permit her to secure the 
imperial and papal mandate for her 
r^aining; the, child, on the plea of his 
.religious faith being assailed by the 
persons with whom his captor had placed 
him, , . 

Thus the Countess had, indeed, tried 
the fideUfy of Father Joachim, through 
z secret emissary, immediately after her 
purposed arrival at Cologne; and failing 
there, had employed another agent to 
effect her wishes. 

When, aftfer his governor's death, and 
his own severe illness, the little Julian 
was, at length, seized, and brought into 
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his mother's presence ; her shock, and 
disappointment at seeing him, fully 
avenged those upon whom she had in- ^ 
ilicted the anguish of his sudden loss. 

Imperfectly recovered from extreme 
weakness, with the disfiguring marks of a 
fearful di§orcler still on his colourless face, 
exhausted fi'om want of sleep and food, 
(for the perturbation of his spirits, during 
his hurried journey, would scarcely allow 
him to take either,) and all tremulous 
with fear, the poor boy stood before the 
Countess, rather like a victim, conscious 
of immediate sacrifice, than with the joy 
of a child, unexpectedly brought within 
sight of its parent-bosom- 

When one of the ladies present, think- 
ing Julian had forgotten his mother's 
features, told him " to kiss her, for it 
, was his mamma;'* the Coi;intess thrust 
him from her, exclaiming, he was 
changed into a little monster! ' The 
scene that followed this cruel exclama* 
don, may be imagined. She could not 
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doubt his identity; though in hei; fiftt 
fierce ravings she tried to do so j «— but 
she insisted that his beauty had beesi 
bewitched away by those vile people in 
Holland : and finality more enraged than 
ever, at the circumstances which had 
caused this mortifying change in the 
. child she was proud of, not the cherished 
nursling of her love, she dispatched him 
on the instant, to the religious house, in 
another quarter of Germany, which she 
had previously destined for his asylum, 
till she could secure the protection of 
the Emperor and the elector, for him and 
for herself. 

Report had done justice to her lord, 
when it described his indignation at the 
steps she had taken : his protest gainst 
Julian's seizure and detention, was im- 
mediately seiit ofi* t6 the Congress at 
Munster, and the Swedish camp ; while 
he hastened to throw himself at his 
sovereign's feet, intreating a public order 
for the instant delivery of the child, by 
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whatever person had him in custody ; 
declaring otherwise, his resolution to 
throw up his military command, with all 
his honours, and do as has been stated — 
place himself a voluntary prisoner in thfc 
bands of the eilemy. 

Not only the Elector of Bavaria, but 
the Emperor knew well^ that Rhine- 
gravestein was the most powerful arm of 
their cause ; and although the political 
influence of his Countess, had often done 
the latter great service, that influence 
was evidently less powerful now, with her 
princely relations ; and therefore if a 
choice were to be made between them, 
self-interest could not but decide for the 
husband. 

Thus the imperial mandate was ob* 
tained and issued, which forced the 
surrender of JuKan by the Jesuits, in 
whose college he was secreted. 

Rhinegravestein ordered the child to 
be conducted to him at his camp, — re- 
fused to see his Countess, until she 

VOL. IV. G 
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should express contrition for what he 
chose to denominate her inordinate zeal 
for her son's spiritual welfare ; and made 
arrangements for departing himself with. 
Julian, so soon as the latter should be 
recruited, after his hurrying and chtfer* 
less journey. 

Eminently sl^Ued in creating or re- 
viving affection, the few brief hours 
during which Rhinegravestein had Julian 
to himself, made him completely master 
of his boy's heart again : his compassion* 
at^ and self-accusing tears washed the 
altered features of a face, where the 
same sweet spirit of infantine purity and 
a£^ction, spoke more eloquently than In 
its days of health ; but from which : a 
mother's eye had turned with loadiJBg* 

Beforethis child slone, did Rhinegram^ 
stein give loose to the varied anguish of his^ : 
soul; often clasping him suddenly oiitt- 
closely to his breast, after a long lock at - 
himi exclaiming, <<^ My poor boy! My ^^ 
poor boy V 
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When the little Julian, by degrees re* 
eovering from his stupifying alarm, tol4 
the artless tale of all he loved and 
had lef I at Mariendorpt — of all he had 
suffered since, his father's emotion rose 
to agony; and smiting his hands together 
in absolute, tearless despair, he exclaim- 
ed, " Am I ever to be forgiven? *' 

Well might Rhinegravestein, who had 
given this child such a mother, who had 
driven from his bosom such a woman as 
Julian's guileless gratitude depicted, ask 
that question of his own heart, and 
Heaven : the one spoke not to him yet ; 
the other answered — never. 

Torrents of relieving tears at length 
fell from his eyes, while listening to this 
dear:iiot|# now dearer than ever, from 
many a sad yet sweet association, and 
from all that he had innocently endured 
through the faults of those to whom he 
belonged. The hero of many a bloody 
field) vanquished by remorse and tender- 
nessy was now changed into a broken* 

Q 2 
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hearted^ self-abhorring man, with whom 
the veriest wretch on earth, could he 

§ 

have read his soul, would not have ex- 
changed situations. 

But even in the midst of despair, Rhine- 
grayestein preserved his natural power 
of endearing ; and Julian, accustomed 
to kiss away the often-stealing tears of 
Madame Roselheim, and playfully to hodid 
down the swelling heart of his brother 
when he sighed, climbed his father's 
knee to caress and comfort him, believing 
that he wept at his altered looks, and 
grieved for his kind governor's death. 

The mere attempt to soothe carried 
consolation with it ; Rhinegravestein's* 
tumultuous feelings subsided by degrees^ 
and by the time it was right for him to 
set out for the Swedish camp, he had 
acquired sufficient command over him- 
seli^ to school Julian into silent obedi- 
ence. 

To the chivalrous act of committing 
himself thus into the power of enemies^ 



OF MARI£KDOIlPT. 1&5 

« 

Rhinegravesteia was prompted, perhaps, 
as much by natural longing to see a son, 
whose early reputation caused him a 
feeling of paternal pride, as in the desire 
of retrieving his honour by some action 
which might carry danger with it to him- 
self. Behind him, lay the Swedish forces 
under General Koningsmark ; before 
him were those of Wrangel j and further 
on, lay the i^plendid troops of France. 
If, by any chance, his temporary absence 
from his camp were made known to 
either of the first-mentioned bodies ; or if 
Saxony sliould treacherously complete its 
desertion of the Emperor, by suddenly 
changing its present neutrality into ac- 
tive co-operation with his enemies, con- 
sequences might ensue^ fatal to Rhine- 
gravestein's fame and fortune. 

But something must be risked, ere he 
Kkmld believe himself wholly cleared from 
the foul blot on his military good faith, 
given to it by his own wife ; something, 
the father at his heact whispered, which 

08 
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might redeem him in the opinion of his 
son ; something, to rouse in that son a 
kindly sentiment towards him. 

What feeling of this unhappy man 
pointed towards the mother of the son 
who had sheltered and cherished the in- 
nocent usurper of his rights, perhaps we 
ought not to inquire j he was now the 
husband of another, and according to 
the perverted judgment of arbitrary laws, 
civil and religious, — the lawful husband* 
Thus there seemed guilt, even in his very 
repentance ; and whatever were the sen- 
timents he felt for the wife of his youths 
they were driven down deep into his 
heart ; they were carefully concealed 
there, even from his own examination j 
and whenever they rose and stung him, a 
desperate effort smothered and deadened 
them for a while. 

With his judgment upon his own con- 
duct thus hoodwinked by the very fear of 
seeing it in a different light than what he 
had done some fmvs before; inclined 
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yet to defend himself by what he believed 
reason, while unsophisticated conscience 
condemned him, Rhinegravestein had 
come to the meeting with his eldest son, 
in that unsettled state of feeling, which 
left his coujinct in some degree at the 
mercy of circumstances. He came to i 
humiliated rather than repentant; un- 
feignedly respecting the superior inte- 
grity of his son, yet retaining some dis- 
pleasure At his rigid abstinence from all 
coiinectiba with himself: yearning for a 
few moments of unwitnessed emotion, to 
express his gratitude, and allow his re-^ 
grets to be imagined, yet withheld from 
asking this gratification, less through 
awe of Rupert, than from dread of his 
own laudable contrition being guessed at 
by others, and made a ground of contemp- 
tuous pity- 

With this feeling, when, on announ- 
cing himself to General Wrangel that 
officer immediately proposed summoning 
his usual associates in council,, and send* 

o 4 



1^ THE VILLAGE 

ing for Rupert, Rhinegravastein at once 
acquiesced, hurt aiid disappointed at not 
finding the delicate tact of concealed 
sympathy with his private concerns, 
which he would have shown in a similar 
situation. From that moment he en- 
deavoured as much as possible to look, 
and act, and speak, as though the cap- 
tor of his heir were merely a respecti^ ;/ '^ 
stranger. , . 

Fortunately, he had prepared Julian 
for what he called the behavitiiir Qeces- 
sary to support his father's dignity. 
Like all persons accustomed to courts, 
Rhinegravestein was particularly sore to 
ridicule, and dreaded what the French 
call a scene with disturbed apprehensive- 
ness. His eye and hand, therefore, bad 
to recallJulian more than once, during 
the late interview, to a sense of where 
he was, and to his previous promise of 
restraining both joy and sorrow. 

To all of those circumstances which 
the young Julian could tell, Rupert 
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listened with an afllicted spirit; yet 
something of pleasurable, mixed with 
this pain, as the same well-known ac- 
cents repeated: names familiar to his ear, 
in the place which Rupert loved to deno- 
minate his home. 
Julian spoke of his father with evident 

..fondness ; and as he described, in*artless 

■» 

uncoiuciousness of the feelings he was 
awakening» the tears and exclamations 
of the cfwiit, during their short interview, 
Rupert was forced to conceal his sad sym- 
pathy, by bur3dng his face in his hands. 
The hurried glance he had taken of his 
father just ere theyparted,in the presence 
of Greneral Wrangel, had left an impres- 
sion upon his memory, which agreed well 
with Julian's moving account. 

Rupert well remembered liis father's 
buoyant and beaming look in the early 
days of what the latter falsely deemed 
his happiness : that look was changed. 
Still pre-eminent in figure, features, and 
manly complexion, the radiance of the 
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informing spirit was either dulled by time, 
or clouded by heavy thoughts. The lights 
in short, was withdrawn from that noble 
countenance : and Rupert could have 
^ieved at such a marring of iSIature*s 
masterpiece, had not filial piety made him 
rather consider the change as^ a subject of 
gratitude. Once affected to seriousness 
and sadness, Rhingravestein's obvious 
remorse might at last amouhtto peni^ 
tence, and justify his son in teifering to 
him all a son's tenderness. 

The gallantry of his falher^s conduct 
also, could not fail to touch the heart of 
a young soldier, naturaily inclined to ac- 
tions of romantic generosity; and Rupert 
was rapidly running over in his mind, all 
that his father had said in the Swedish 
council-room, and contrasting it with the 
ignoble observations of General WrangeU 
when the entrance of the abbot bf St. 
John's interrupted his reverie. 

The abbot was too good a catholic not 
to rejoice at the deposit committed to 
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him : Rupert received his pledge not to 
deliver the child up to any one, who came 
without authority from the allied powers j 
and receiving also his permission to visit 
the monastery, whenever duty would 
permit, he lifted Julian in his arms, and 
pressed him affectionately to his breast. 

Julian was now familiar with patience; 
he returned his brother's farewell kiss 
without complaint, only praying the lat- 
ter to repeat, that he would come and see 
him every day. As Rupert did this, put- 
ting the little creature's passive hand into 
that of the abbot, he thought of the 
buried Franciscan, and fancied he must 
often have experienced what he felt at 
this instant. No father's heart could 
have been fuller of concern, anxiety, and 
compassion, than Rupert's was then. He 
made but a few steps to the door of the 
room ; and smiling back upon the piteous- 
looking child, tore himself away. 
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CHAP. IV. 

xvuPERT*s care on returning home, after 
making the due reports at General Wran- 
gel's quarters, was to communicate the 
most important part of what had just oc- 
curred, to his mother and his uncle. A 
letter was got without difficulty to the 
latter j but, it was after much pains and 
freiquent disappointment, that the one he 
wrote to Madame Roselheim was dis- 
patched through a mercantile house to 
that of Mr. Vanderhoven. 

The contents of both letters may be 
imagined. Whenever Colonel Roselheim 
was exceedingly displeased with the senti- 
ments of a correspondent, he never an- 
swered their epistle : and Rupert there- 
fore knew by that token, that his laud- 
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able joy at his father's late action had 
not met with similar feelings in the breast 
of his uncle : but trusting to the effect 
of personal influence when their different 
duties should allow them to meet and 
discuss the subject temperately ; he rest- 
ed satisfied with having acquitted himself 
of what he believed a duty ; and dis- 
missed the mortification from his mind. 

Rupert washot now in a mood to foster 
melancholy : the late events had pro- 
duced a most salutary change in his feel- 
ings : he had so much to thank Heaven 
for, that he would have deemed himself 
sinful had he continued to droop, eveh 
under the oppression of General Wrangel,' 
and the empty life which that commander 
forced him to lead ; and though he cbtild 
not alter his allotted tasks, he could per- 
form them differently than he had hither- 
to done : so that a very few days re- 
covered his spirits, and restored cheerful- 
ness to his looks. 

. -■-+ 
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A daily visit to Julian contributed 
mainly to this renovation : to talk even 
with a child, of Meeta and his mother, of 
Aremberg, and the father of Meeta, was 
the heart's holiday to Rupert It was 
delicious to hear that infant voice prat- 
tling their praises, and recallitig many 
a vanished scene precious to memory. 
It ^was delightful, too, to mark the 
amazing power of rapid vicissitudes of 
suffering and situation, upon the charac- 
ter of a little creature, who if kept for 
an equal time upon the lap of indulgent 
fondness, would probably have shown 
some taint of that selfishness which 
indulgence pampers. 

Rest of body, and happiness of heart, 
quickly renovated that susceptible child. 
The monks of St. John were kind j they 
treated his delicate constitution judi- 
ciously, and the visits of his brother were 
cordials of more efficacy than medicinei^ 

Either Julian's features were recovering 
their early regularity, or Rupert's eyes 
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made the charBtt they saw in them; for 
the tatter often looked admirhigly at him, 
with indignant recollection of the cruel 
exclamation uttered by his unnatural 
mother : aii exclamation which Julian's 
young heart, seemed likely to echa with 
fear and aversion, to the end of his life. 
Rupert could not, would not undertake 
to soften that impression ; the extent of 
his forbearance with regard to that un- 
principled woman, amounted solely to 
silence : and as Julian rarely did more 
than glance at her name, after the first 
ftiU tide of childish Confidence had sub- 
sided, he was enabled to p^severe with*, 
out difficulty in this line of conduct 

Possessing now an object of deep and 
tender interest in the person of his little 
brother, Rupert felt the vexations of his 
situation less keenly than before ; oppo- 
site considerations balanced each other 
in his mind: if his military duties were 
not of a nature to afford him glory or 
profit, they exposed him to less danger ) 
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and it was essential to Julian's well-doing, 
perhaps^ that his truest guardian should 
be preserved from the accidents of war j 
and if a battle were still at a distance, that 
might spare him the horrors of finding 
himself opposed in the field to his father. 

The expectation of a general action 
had now, in fact, died away. The French 
army, instead of endeavouring to cross 
the Neck^, and join that of Sweden, 
had suddenly fallen back ; undertaken, 
and completed the reduction of Treves j 
reinstating its prince, whom the Empe- 
ror had released without restoring his 
dominions, and thus terminating their 
share of the campaign. 

General Wrangel, placed nearly be- 
tween the armiesof thearchdnkeLeopold, 
and that of Rhingravestein, was only pro- 
t^cted from attack by one, or both of these 
generals, by the masterly disposition of his 
camp and the circumstance of General 
Konigsmark's troops being on the skirts 
of Bohemia, ready to fall upon the rear 
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of the Bavarian general, should he adven- 
ture a junction with the Archduke. 

Thus each adverse commander seemed 
waiting for one of those, unexpected 
strokes in the game of war, which open 
new chances to him that first seizes it. 
Affairs of posts were frequent between 
'the Austrian and Swedish troops; and 
'the cavalry of the latter, more than once 
distinguished themselves in a manner so 
brilliant, that Kupert's breast swelled 

-afresh with bitter mortification. 

• jif 

His uncle's fortune, however, had 

taken a lucky turn : his defence of a dif- 
ficult post, and his bold surprize of one 
more important from the enemy, was the 
camp theme for a period longer than 
usually allotted to similar matters ; and 
when Rupert wrote to congratulate him 
}ipon these new laurels, he wrote with an 
honest warmth which elicited an affec- 
donate reply. 

Colonel Roselheim, affected to treat 
the matter as a.trifle> his custom upon all 
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ocx^asions when others dul him justice, 
enquired^ why the plagi»e he never heard 
of his nephew except as patrolling the 
streets, or mounting guard over gates ? 
and, put into complete good humour by 
his own success, added a hope that the 
.young cavalier was rather purposed to 
win Adolpha Falcopberg by martial ex- 
ploits, than go sighing about for her, like 
a sick shepherd. -«- He made no allusion 
whatever either to his brother or the 
young Julian ; but s^oke largely of Ma- 
dame fioselheim; congratulating him- 
self upon the means which his fortunate 
capture had afforded him, of forwarding 
her a few more ducats than ordinary. In 
his postscript he evinced to Kupert, that 
he had either heard or guessed the reason 
of his forced inactivity, by telling him 
fae thought there was wider scope for a 
young soldier under a bold, blundering 
fellow like himself, than under cooler 
heads } and that being in want of some 
more force to maintain the advantages he 
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bad gained, he sent by the bearer of this 
letter, one to the Commander-in-chief, 
requiring such a sopi^y, and asking the 
favour of having bis nephew included 
amongst them. 

However distressed Rupert might be 
at the idea of quitting a place where he 
saw Julian every day, and contributed so 
largely to his comfort, he could not fail to 
feel the full force of his uncle's kindness. 

Whatever were Colonel Iloselheim's 
peculiarities, however his careless man- 
ners might occasionally shock good taste, 
or his prejudices vex liberal feelings, there 
was so much to value in him otherwise, 
and Rupert was so deeply sensible of his 
goodness to his mother, that be chid him- 
self at this moment for trying his failings 
too rigorously. — ^ He &,il6d not to remark 
how quickly Colonel Roselbeim's ill- 
humour passed away with the burst of 
favour or popularity which had excited 
it J arid tliat it was cady necessary for his 
most hated enemy to fall into misfortunes, 
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to become an object of zealous interest 
and honest concern, to this strange com- 
pound of generosity and littleness. 

Rupert had experienced in his own per- 
son the effects both of these good and bad 
qualities; and it may, be supposed how 
immediately he banished all recollection 
of the past, in grateful estimation of that 
affectionate alacrity, with which Colonel 
Roselheim was now inviting possible mor- 
tification for his own temper hereafter, by 
trying to give his nephew an opportunity 
of repairing his tarnished laurels. 

Compared with Marshal Tofstenson, 
Colonel Roselheim had perhaps sunk 
beyond calculation in the scale of actual 
greatness ; but compared with General 
Wrangel, at least in all the qualities of 
heart, he rose triumphant. There was a 
^cold-blooded, persevering, petty malice 
:in the character of that man, which made 
Rupert positively begrudge him the few 
illustrious qualities he possessed; not 
that our hero envied those qualities: the 
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admiration they obtained; he merely 
thought that they might better Imve 
suited a better man : they might, in. 
truth, all be resolved into a strong men- 
tal power, using^ ably and resolutely, its 
instruments of a vigorous body, and iron 
nerves. 

Many a nobler spirit, lodged differently, 
failed, where this inferior one, by dint of 
hardier clothing, succeeded. 

Awakened to the hope of joining his 
good relative, it was with poignant vex- 
ation that Rupert saw part of another 
regiment of horse sent to reinforce 
Colonel Roselheim, instead of that tx>. 
which he belonged. It was not pbssible 
for him to make any remonstrance against 
a choice, which • rested solely in the 
Commander-in-chief's will ; > and swal- 
lowing his indignation, he returned to. 
his ordinary inglorious duties. But 
chance destined him a species of revenge 
which he little anticipated. 

Returning late one night from a so- 
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litary ramble beyond the camp, he 
scarcely noticed a man, who coming 
out of a lone house, and suddenly trying 
to turn another way without being seen, 
lost his footing, and fell down the broken 
steps of a bank bordering the road. As 
Rupert hastened to assist him, some per* 
sons ran from the door- way of the house 
to do the same, calling on him by some 
common name, coupled with phrases of 
affectionate alami. What was Eupert's 
astonishment, as he caught a glimpse of 
the fallen person's face, to recognise 
the peculiar features of the Commander- 
in-chief himself. 

The coarse soldier's cloak Wrangel 
wore ; the name given to him ; the in^ 
nocent looks of the pretty girl who had 
called him by it ; and the very decent, 
though exceedingly poor appearance of 
the man that seemed her father, struck 
him at once with horror at the palpable 
purpose of his General, and with humane 
co^cerp for its intended yictiins^ With 
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the most felicitous presence of mind, he 
passed on, as if he had not noticed the 
General, and walking forward till he 
saw him out of sight, turned, retraced 
his steps, and found the old man still 
standing, though now alone, under his 
clay-arched doon " Who was that man 
you helped to rise just now ?** he asked 
kindly. 

The peasant, alarmed at this question 
from an officer, and perhaps proud of 
the honour he was going to boast of, 
answered frankly, ** An honest fellow, 
that will marry my daughter when he 
comes to be corporal j no offence. Sir, J 
assure you that he is out of camp ; he is 
quartered to-night fbrther on." 

Kupert took the simple peasant's hand, 
and lifting his hat quite off his head, to 
show he wished no concealment, said, 
in a convincing voice — ** My friendi 
take a stranger's advice : before you 
trust your pretty daughter any nlore in 
that man'v company, cpine into tb^ 

4 
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town,' and go to morning pardde, get 
close to the great giin in the review 
square, and look well at General Wrangel ; 
get near enough to hear his voice, then 
ask any soldier beside you, and you will 
learn that the General is married. As 
you value your daughter's peace or inno- 
' cence, do as I advise you." 

Rupert staid not for reply, but hasten- 
ing into the open air, ran in a different 
direction from that his commander had 
taken, towards the town. 

He felt strangely; for he was conscious 
that by this act of benevolent duty, if 
these people were either weak or wicked, 
he might have ruined himself for ever. 
Yet he could not wish it undone ; huma- 
nity, not vengeance, had prompted it ; 
and though he might fall in trying to 
save others, he still felt that the great 
law of christian charity demanded it of 
him : that conviction consoled him. 

Whether the poor countrymati did or 
did iiot follow his cpunsel, and discover 
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by his own ears and eyes the villainous 
purpose of General Wrangel, Rupert had 
no means of ascertaining ; for before 
morning parade, he received orders to 
follow with his troop of horse the cavalry 
that had gone tlie day before to Colonel 
Roselheim. The'motive of this order he 
could not doubt; it was obviously the 
uneasy apprehension of possible discovery 
on the part of Wrangel, who might not 
be quite secure that Rupert's non-observ- 
ance of him had been real ; but not stay- 
ing to scrutinize the former's reason for 
thus suddenly yielding up the power of 
annoying him, he hastened to take leave 
.of Julian, and repeat mapy an earnest 
injunction concerning him to the abbot»< 
Julian's little heart, softened by late 
happiness, gave way under this unexr 
pected stroke ; he was for some time in- 
capable of comfort; but the abbot gravely 
admonished him in the name of saints ^nd 
virgins, a:nd Rupert cheered him with tlie 
hope that his absence would be but teny 
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porary ; then forcing down his awn feeU 
ings, while soothing those of this hapless 
child, he parted from him with a long 
and earnestly-taken kiss* 

Colonel Roselheim received his nephew 
joyfully ; and for the first hour of their 
meeting, was so occupied in showing him 
the fine state of his regiment, the defences 
of the town, the weakness or strength 
of certain positions, &c., that he had not 
time for other subjects j their first hours, 
therefore, wefe purely pleasurable to 
them both. 

But a cloud, if not a storm, was sure 
to succeed this sunshine ; and Rupert 
was not taken by surprise, when his uncle, 
after a short whistling reverie, suddenly 
asked, " How the devil his father was 
able to look him in the face when he, 
came to head-quarters with his poor pup- 
pet of a boy ?*' 

Rupert gently deprecated any thing 
unkind about his little brother ; and wil- 
ling to avoid useless altercatiouj merely^ 



OF M^ARIENOORPT. 117 



stated ift'e exact cilH^uinstances of' that 
inteiyiew. Unaccompanied by other tie- 
mark than an ex'prcission of satisfaction, 
that the military honour of the name ,of 
Roselheim w^s now cleared from stain. 

TTiis was, perhaps, the only point of 
view in which the angry Colonel could 
see the subject harfany reference to him- 
self} it touched him at once: he grumbled 
out sdtne sentence indicative of a sense 
of family honour; and appeased by his 
nephew's foi^bearing language, as much a^ 
by the agreeable surprise of learning that 
he had never spoken to his father; he 
put his own construction upon this fact, 
hastily conjectured that Rupert was 
coming roumd to hi^ violent sentiments, 
and betwixt a laugh and a curse, to[4 
him he could pardon him for being 
ashamed to confi^ss as much. 

Rupert contented himself with briefly 
and distinctly saying, that he should aU 
ways continue . to believe himself bound! 
by filial laws to show more sorrow than 
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148 t HE VILLAGE "' 

I I 

angier at his father^s clefelicJtiofi from 
right ; and aware that his uncte ift his 
present mood must have some themef for 
railing, he made a diversion, though not 
in his own favour, and dropt the name of 
Adolpha Falkenberg, Colonel Roselheim 
seized it instantly, protesting that he 
never conversed with^o dull and blind a 
person as their quondam chaplain; al- 
though he had questioned him upoti the 
subject of the charming Adolpha's visit 
to Mariendorpt, iahd asked every possible 
question about the affair between her and 
his nephew, it was always — he had not 
observed this — never heard that^ &c. ; in 
ishort, the Colonel said if he were to form 
an opinion from Mr. Aremberg's unsatis- 
factory information, he should be forced 
to think the whole thing had come to a 
dead halt ; and if so, if his nephew^ had 
suffered such a creature, with'siich a for- 
tune, to slip through his fingers, after she 
tiad actually come and 'tiefivfertd herself 
up into his hands, he could only say. 



OF MARIENDOWT. 14^ 

that hfi^he^rtily wished, for his pains, his 
futufe rewar4.:Should be the arratitest 
camp-follower that ever tramped after a 
thrice-whipped poltroon. 
, Rupert's laugh and bow for this oblig- 
ing wish, was accompanied with so good^ 
humoured and lively a sally, that his 
uncle's wrath, wJiich rarely exceeded 
what the wise man compares to " the 
crackling of thorns under a pot,'* disap- 
peared at once : he joined in a hearty 
laygh at his own ridiculous violence, and 
more quietly expressing a hope that the 
^ busjiiessi would come to something in 
time, received llupert's promise, that 
when the war was oyer, he would seriously 
set about finding ou^, whether the girl 
5 had a fancy to him or not. 
,' Thus restored to harmony, Rupert wa» 
; .^lerwards careful to avoid any species of 
qonversation .likely to renew disagree- 
,,«ieait} and thus taking to himself the 
f; pccupation of preserving his good unde 
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in satisfactioiii henolongei* found .iieisure 
to mu$e himself into sadi^ess* u 

Colonel Roselheim soon found liim 
litting employment. The . objects for 
which he had demanded a reinforcement 
of cavalry were undertaken, and one 
accomplished. A convoy of winter clotlv 
jng for the Archduke's army was seized 
land carried off ^t great risk by a body of 
horse, amongst whom Rupert and his 
troop particularly distinguished them* 
selves ; while those employed in a diSer^ 
eat quarter to surprise the remount of 
an Austrian regiment, were cut off to a 
man, though more advantageoii^ly-situ* 
ated than their successful convradesi In 
the latter <;a£e, Ho blamd-^tt to the share 
c^ Colonel Roselheim) who planned the 
Mt&ck, the failure being attributable to 
Want of conduct in the leading men; arid 
in the former, Rupert failed not to obtain 
an ample meed of praise for bis lincle^ 
by ascribing his own sucp^s eh^fty to the 
previous instrucfcioofl pf theiof^^^/* : 
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For Rupert's own comfort the con- 
scioiisness of usefulness tvas alone neces- 
sary ; at any Ifme he could be contented 
withoiit other tefstimony. When in the 
path of duty, the voice of glory was to 
him only like that inspiring music, which 
beguiles the weariness of the soldier OKI 
a march ; its sound was neither his aim 
nor his reward ; and it was only wheti 
condemned, as he had lately been, to tin* 
merited oblivion, feeling himself thrown 
by like a withered branch, while yet cott« 
scioiis of sap and verdure, and protecting 
shade, that his soul revolted against the 
injustice of the act^and his spirits drooped 
raider its continuance- 
. Restored to all his best military duties^ 
health and cheerfulness came with thdiiit; 
and conscious now, from late experienccy 
that there were more torturing griefs than 
mere separation from those he loved, he 
did not permit himself to dwell often or 
intently' iipan the remembrance of Meeta 
andhis^motbe^^'^ ^ The idea of Julian fr^ 
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qyiently caused bitp a ftighi, and Ulr'lM^ever 
lud father's image preseiUcid itselfyl^he 
Mt an emotion of gratituderf br the Pravt-> 
dence which placing him thus nearer the 
hostile troops of the Imperialists^ removed 
him from the dreaded chance of engaging 
mth those of Bavaria. 

Thus re-instated in his profession, and 
conscious of being both a delight and an 
unsuspected assistance to his less-gifled 
uncle^ Rupert had been some time under 
bis command, when a message was deli*^ 
veied to him, while sitting with his uncie 
oyer their early breakfast, notifying that 
an-' aid^e-camp of Count Rhinegrave- 
stein's was come into the town undel*a safe- 
oonduct from the Commander-in-cliiefV 
fi'om whose hands he had recieived- the 
young lord Julian in exchange for a pro- 
t^Btant prisoner of importance, and that 
he hjad now brought the child, in confbr* 
mity with certain previous instructiohs, 
to take leave of, and to thankpbia^origin« 
al ei^tor^ 
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Rui^erfc would have gone alone to the 
hotel Inhere Bairon Idenstein (so the B^. 
variail officer was called) was waiting his 
invitation ; but his uncle at first insisted 
upon ordering Khinegravestein's minion 
to coo|^ to them ; and at last convinced 
by his nephew of the discourtesy of such; 
a m^ndatei he declared his intention of 
accompanying him ; to see, he said, iti 
what manner the Count of Rhinegrave* 
stein's aid-de-camp would behave to that 
lord^s first and lawful son. 

Alaroied at this determination, and the 
hostility implied in the mode of wordii^ 
it, Eupert would have dissuaded his uncle 
from bis purpose, as derogatory to him in 
hi9 character of commandant of the 
ptajce : failing in that, he besought him 
to spare them both the pain of such a 
il^Iess piece of civility. Colonel RoseU 
barn's purpose was fixed, for his spirit: 
was chafed, and the foul fiend raised 
again, bj^ this new proof of his brother's 
high consideration and extraordinai^. 

H 5 
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|r6wer over his l^ovefeigh muster; and he 
burned for an opportunity of venting the 
feelings It excited, before' one, sure to 
r6pbrt it to the obfeet of his jeHldUs 
6hder. 

Unless he chose to come to an open 
quarrel with his uncle, Rupert could not 
press his wishes or fears more urgently ; 
he determined, however, to make the 
visit as short as possible, and they set off 
together for the place appointed. 

He preceded his Uncle only a few te^ 
c6nds up the broad staircase of the inn, 
and entered the room first, of course, 
iH^here Baron Idenstein was sitting huni- 
ining a tune to Julian upon his kiiee. 
The child immediately jumped dowii, atid 
tan to his brother with open arms. BaW)n 
Idenstein, who had accompanied Rhine- 
gravestein in his visit to Donawert, re- 
membered Rupert directly : the latter 
had taken no cognizance, then, ofhitn; 
yet the young hussar*s was neither a 
cbunteriaiice ,nor a miiBti to be fbrgotten, 

19 
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if once no^ ; the one was spirited a^d 
intelligent, and the other prepossessing 
open and peculiar. Rupert's first earnest 
look of the Bavarian's face determined 
him : « May I entreat you, Sir," he said, 
bending to his ear, and speaking in a 
hurried voice, " to bear with the excel* 
lent man who follows me perforce ! He 
is ray father's brother." 
" The creaking of Colonel Roselheim^s 
jointless boots, and the clanking of his 
enormous spurs, were at that moment 
heard in the door- way j he entered, and 
Rupert finished what he had to say in a 
hasty whisper to Julian. He withdrew 
himself from the boy's clasping arms as 
he did bo, and falling back with an air of 
respectfuldeferehce, named his uncle to 
the young officer. 

Baron Idenstein made a profound obei* 
sance^ with that look of distant respect 
due to the highest militaiy authority of 
the town; then resuming his ordinary 
odsej and speaking with a.famiUar'jr^^^ 

H 6 " ' 
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Jxkich had nothing offensive in it, be ex- 
daimedy " Were I ever to change my 
Bamfiy it should certainly be to Rosel- 
bekn ; it always belongs to brave men.'^. 

*• Aye, to your poor and honourable 
ones," returned the Colonel moodily, 
ashamed to let his nephew perceive the 
effect, of this well-timed compliment : 
•• your prosperous ones choose others, 
Wisbaden and Rhinegravestein, for in* 
rtance. — • But I thank you, fiaron, for 
the intended civility. May I trouble you 
with a message to the Count of Rhine- 
gravestein — if he is not too great a man 
to receive one/* 

Baron Idenstein bowed ; Rupert was 
on the rack. Afler deliberately and con- 
temptuously eyeing the awed JuUan» 
Colonel lloselheim resumed in the same 
rough fashion, which he rather affected 
as the revere of his brother's gallant 
courtesy. ** Then tell him. Sir, from 
me, that if he wishes honest men to be- 
Udve bim sincere in his abhorrence of Uxt 
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infaiDOUS action which robbed a lawfiil 
captor 4)f his prisoner— -a poor priase, 
God. wot ! -«*- he will do well to bring the 
perpetrators of it to justice ; and when 
be does so, he will find his brother 
again/' 

Idenstein, whose character seemed to 
be one of great vivacity of feeling, was 
about to say something, but glancing bis 
eye npon the agitated Rupert, he check- 
ed bim^lf^ and merely bowed a second 
time^ 

Colonel Roselheim looked elated. 
^ You were going to name the real peiv 
petrator or rather deviser of this scheme, 
I perceive. Sir,*' he said, " by way of 
lowing that the Lord of Rhinegrave* 
stein and Wisbaden could not well dis^ 
^race the wife of his bosom ; but let nie 
tell you, he is used to treat his wives 
with very little ceremony; and the 
vile • ^" 

<< HoldySirl" interrupted the aid.de« 
csamp, fire flashing firom his eyes while htt 
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Struck his sword, « I owe my military 
fortune to the Count of Rhinegraveatein", 
and I must not endure a breath even, in* 
jurious to him/* 
^ Rupert threw himself before Colonel 
Roselheim, ^^for the love of heaven, Sir/' 
he said, *< remember, that this gentleman 
is under your own protection, while in 
this town." 

Colonel Roselheim drew back, em* 
barrassed and vexed : *< 1 mean no affront 
to that gentleman,*' he said, without look- 
ing up, "but I make no apology for 
speaking the truth/' 

The spirited young baron bit his lip 
once or twice, his colour went and came, 
he loosened his tightly*buttoned vest^ 
and at length, having quite mastered 
himself, resumed his customary air of 
sprightly indifference, and throwing down 
bis glove, said, " whenever I meet Colo- 
nel Roselheim in the field, if he does me 
the honour of wearing this in his hat, I'll 
lose my life, or win it back, with bi^^ 
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person to boot : ^— and then, if I do not 
force that brave soldier to acknowl«dg|Bt 
that prisoAera in Bavaria are rather more 
courteously treated than fla^ of truce 
here, I will be content to give up my 
patron^s character, and that of my old 
hospitable home, into the bargain/' 

The easy grace, not unmixed with 
dignity, with which this was spoken, was 
quite of the Rbinegravestein school, ai^ 
painters term it ; it pleased and sur>» 
prised Rupert, while it wholly confounded 
Colonel Roselheim.; The latter took up 
the glove in silence, ad awkwardly as a 
school boy receives a reprimand, and 
Rupefrt seized that moment, for thanking 
Baron Tdenstein for the trouble be had ta^ 
ken, to afford him a sight of his little pla3)r«- 
mate; ** My commission, Sir," replied 
the aid-de-camp, " is not done : or fkther, 
ray young companfoh's is yet to be e» 
ecuted.— Mylord Julian,^do you forget?^ 

The perturbed child to whom be spolSk( 
and who war all thiii time glaucing^'jit 
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Goionel Roselheim with amazement aod 
vague apprehension, now reddened at 
this call, and drawing a sealed packet 
from his breast, put it into Kupert's 
hand. 

" You are to take that, for my sake, dear 
brother," he said, in a low voice, " as 
you love your grateful Julian, conde- 
stjen^'* — here the little creature was 
out in the words of the speech framed 
f6r him ; but his heart was true to their 
meaning, and he added, with earnest pa- 
thos, some artless words that were in« 
finitely more powerful over Rupert's 
hearty than all the set phrases of over« 
anxious study. He took the packet, and 
drew back into the recess of a window, 
to examine its contents, leaving Colonel 
Roselbenn in front of the aid-de camp. 
• The former, recovering from the stun- 
ning consciousness of uncivil violence, 
aaid^ hesitatingly, " I hope I shall never 
put your gallant boast to the proof) Baron. 
l^tt if you please to let our difierence of 
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opinion of Count Rhinegravesteint rest, 
till we can fight it out in the fair fields 1 
shall be glad to ofier you to-day, a soir 
dier's welcome to a soldier's fare.'' 

Baron Idenstein excused himself with 
much politeness, alleging the precision of 
his orders, to proceed without delay back 
to Bavaria, explaining his present halt, by 
mentioning his positive command to see 
a certain paper lodged in the hands of 
Captain Roselheim, by his young charge. 

While speaking, his eye often reverte^ 
to the figure of Rupert, whose fixed at* 
tention to a paper he was reading, and 
frequent change of complexion, did not 
escape the observation even of Coloneji 
Roselheim. Rupert suddenly crushed 
that paper in his hand ; and coming for^ 
ward with looks disordered, rather, by 
softened feelings . than rufiled onesj he 
pressed the whole {lacket back upon Jur 
lian, saying, with perturbation, <<.No^ ii(% 
my dear Julian ! —^one farewell kiss, svijf^ 
boy I.— never any thing more 1 " — : j^ 
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caught the child lip in his arms as he 
eoncluded, raised him to his lips, his eyes, 
pressed him against his heart, and with 
a countenance all glowing between tears, 
and shame of those tears, bowed the cour- 
teous farewell he could not speak to 
Baron Idenstein, and hurried out of the 
apartment. 

Astonishment kept Colonel Roselheim 
silent ; concern produced the same effect 
upon Rhinegravestein's confidential aid* 
de-camp ; but Julian called after his bro- 
ther in passionate and pleading accents ; 
and when he found he would not return, 
ran weeping for comfort to the baron's 
sheltering arms. 

" Why, what the deuce is all this ?** 
asked Colonel Roselheim, reddening be- 
tween ahger and uneasiness. Idenstein 
took the disordered packet from Julian, 
and putting it into- Roselheim's hands, 
«aid with much earnestness, " Us^ your 
influence, brave colonel, u^ti this 'ddcas- 
sion, I pray j you wiU see that it ii for 
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your gallant nephew's interest; and, 1 
trust you wonft think it ^ould dishonour 
him. — I vow to you,** he added, in aq 
eager tone, " that in this case I — ** here a 
lucky cough finished the sentence for the 
young Bavarian, and turning quickly 
upon his heel, he snatched Juhan up in 
one arm, while with the other he waved 
his embroidered, cap, and calling aloud 
for his horses and servants, disappeared 
before the colonel could decide whether 
he ought to retain the packet. Colonel 
Kosellieim lost no time in examining it 
afterwards. — He found it contained a 
title-deed, and a short letter written in 
the name of Julian, but breathing the 
sentiments of Rhinegravestein. 

In this affecting epistle, the writer had 
distinctly recapitulated all the signal, ob* 
ligations, for which, the child must ever 
be Rupert's, debtor ; repeating many of 
them from the win^ten testimony of Father 
Joachim;, and thea asking, as the crown 
of aU these favours, perioission to tesytijx 
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gratitude, and repair injuryt by putting 
mto Rupert's hands the writings of his 
mother's forfeited estate in Bohemia ; 
assuring him that it was now purposely 
bqught from the person on whom the 
Emperor had bestowed it after its con- 
fiscation ; that its annual revenue there- 
fore would be duly sent to the Amster- 
dam bank, for the young soldier's use, 
and that in the event of a tolerating 
peace, he might take personal possession 
of the place himself, and adopt the 
qountry of his mother. The letter con- 
cluded with the child's petition, that the 
brother he loved as a benefactor as well as 
brother, would accept this small offering 
at his hands, both for love of him, and in 
pity to the feelings of their father. 

Here the letter abruptly ended, and 
the feelings it alluded to, without describ- 
iiig, were visible enough, iq the blurred 
and blotted line that mentioned them. 
&uch ,a termination had completely un- 
li^ned (he sop ; it was ftot unfelt by 
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Colonel Roseth6rm ; a gust of affection 
came over him, such as he had not known 
for his brother, since their boyish daysi, 
when that sense of superiority in every 
personal and mental endowment, that 
complete conviction of a different for- 
tune, which afterwards blunted the sting 
of envy in the elder's breast, and excited 
something of contempt in the younger, 
was not engendered. 

In fact this letter had touched the 
sacred and vulnerable part of Roselheim's 
soul ; it had shown him his envied bro- 
ther, the victim of remorse ; and con- 
templating him iii that point of view, he 
forgot the proud leader of armies; and 
the flattered ornament of a court. 

When Rupert returned after a brief 
and tranquillizing absence, he found his 
uncle still standing, pondering, and star- 
ing upon the open letter ; his first emo- 
tion was concern at the circumstance; 
feat when, on nearer approach, he saw 
the Colonel's altered countenance, gfid- 
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iiefls succeeded, and a few sentences suf- 
fiied to show that it was not his coun- 
tenance only that was changed. 

Rupert eoqld not refrain from seizing 
his uncle's hand at this, add pressing it 
inomentarily against his breast. 

** I tjjm sorry for him !'* was the Colo- 
nels lingering notice of this expressive 
action. "It is not all. bright, you see, 
when the sun seems brightest. Pm a 
happier man, after all, and feel myself a 
greater one (for I need not go cringing 
and confessing to my own son), than the 
mighty Count of Rhinegravestein and 
Wisbaden. iWell, God send him more 
grace still. — ^*.hat infernal woman ! — 
if there's one placfe in hell hotter than 
^ another, it is getting ready for her. Vd 
give my best scarf to see her vexation 
when she finds that you are master of 
Zeirendahl, in spite of her devices!" 

^* What, my uncle,** exclaimed Ru- 
pert, "you do not wish, you cannot 
expect!*' . 
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" Whj^ Qm%l iexp^ct? wliat am I 
not to wish,?'' eaqiured Cdonel ^^osel^ 
heiniy in his own rough note of fai^iUar 
bluQtnesSy soixiewbat tinctured with dis* 
pleasure* " I do protest, that if you 
are going to play me the fool's trick over 
again, which you did when you refused 
a fair equivalent for your prisoner^ on his 
first capture, I shall wash my hands of 
you and your concerns for life." 

Rupert did not venture to avow such 
an intention^ though resolute to act by it# 
and ha remained, therefore, without j^ 
plying.: —-...;■ 

Colonial Roselbeim lifted MP his faands 
and eyes " Thou bom fool 1**^ he ex* 
claimed, f ' I see what you. mea9 by y^ur 
confounded silence : but you shall aa^' 
swer me. Do you, or do you not, intend 
taking your offered right ? and it is but 
half your right, after all." 

" I cannot accept any thing from my 
father," was Rupert's steady answa*^ 
" Pardon me, my dear uncle, 1 wili not 



168 ^ TH£ VthUAQZ 

offend you by def'endirig this refusal ; 1 
pray you only to indulge ray weakness 
in it, if weakness it mtist be called.'* 

"Pooh,, pooh, SirT* said the nnore 
irritated, |)ecause softening Coloael Ro- 
selheiii^, " PU hjive no borrowing your 
jhflotb^r^s pretty, submissive ways, to get 
the better of mej it*s all fair in a wo- 
man^ but I hate it in a great, blustering 
fellow like yx)u/* Riipert smiled at this 
extraordinary portrait of himself ; the 
Colonel went on%— •* I do insist. Sir, 
Vi^n your telling me direct, without 
trick or turn, why you refuse to accept a 
lawful independence for yourself and 
your mother ?'* 

Rupert's cheek glowed^ •* It will cost 
me something. Sir,'* he replied, " to an- 
swer you without beifighurried- away by 
my teelings. From the first hour, then, 
in which I wedded myself to the cause 
and protection of my mother, I resolved 
never to accept any assistance of money 
or interest, from the father, \iho had vo- 
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luntarily degraded her, and illegitimated 
me. — Principle, not resentment, was the 
ground of this resolution : in consenting 
to become the pensioner of the Count 
and Countess Rhinegrav^ein, 1 ishould 
consent to my mother^s di^Kmbdr and to 
my own. While I refuse their Wiinty, I 
continue my protest against tlie act that 
has disinherited me ; and whatever kindly 
feeling I entertain towards my father, is 
then beyond suspicion. I now pity my 
father, from my soul; for [ see he begins ' 
to condemn himself, and whenever-lite'' 
proves his thorough repentance of his 
cruelty to my mother, I shall believe 
myself justified in becoming his son 
again." 

" Why, he proves it now, you xnad- 
brained boy !'* exclaimed Colonel Rosel- 
heim, staring on him, as though he really 
thought him out of his senses ; hot aware 
of the proof Rupert secrietly wished and ' 
hoped. " He proves it by the very res- 
titution in question :— he proves it by 

VOL. IV. I 



'^Hr 



170 THE VILLAGE 

this very phrase in this letter : — let me- 
tell you, my conscience must be at its wit's 
end, before I could bring myself to ask 
any body to pity me : so wha.t state must 
your poor, proud father be in! — The 
tables are strangely turned, indeed, when 
I live to cry mercy for him, and you refuse 
quarter. By my life,. I believe you can't 
live without having something to argue : 
about ; and because I am disposed to b^ 
sorry for your father, you set yourself 
stiffly against him.'* — Rupert controuled 
hjipself ; he felt at once the folly of tiy* 
ing to explain his meaning to one whose 
mental perceptions were defective ; he 
might as wisely have insisted upon the. 
purblind, seeing objects as they truly 
were. 

Colonel Roselheim resumed ; and, 
jumbling together a set of arguments, 
as jarring as opposite elements ^ first 
taking the subject in one point of view, 
and then applying the same, remarks to 
it when placed in another ; he caused 
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such a confusion in his own ideas and 
those of his nephew, that it soon became 
impossible for the latter to do more than 
repeat his resolution of returning the 
deed of the Bohemian property, and re- 
maining a portionless soldier still. 

•* These romantic heroics are mighty 
fine and easy just now,*' observed the 
Colonel, with rising choler; "but, if 
any thing were to happen to me, or' to 
that worthy old man in Holland, and if 
you yourself were to get knocked on the 
head into the bargain, what is to become 
of your mother ? how is she to be sup- 
ported ? In my plain opinion, it would 
better become you to think of providing 
for her, and taking back her own, than 
^ .^icquing yourself upon this pride of in- 
dependence for her. Suppose, too, that 
Adolpha Falkenberg takes* a liking to a 
brisker wooer ! — there's- that prospect 
gone. — Egad, if you were but in love 
with some girl without a penny, I should 
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iSQOQ ^e an end of the^ie theatrical 
K;ruples I*' 

..Colonel Roselbeim had unwittiogly 
^touchpd more than one chord that vibrat- 
ed, through the whole being of Ru- 
pert. Meeta's lovely image passed before 
ibim, reproaching him for his resolution. 
Independence offered her to his arms : 
and the seducing vision of life spent with 
her, and blessings showered upon her 
father by his gratitude, suspended him a 
SiM^gle mQment. But his better angel 
^irqse upoa his a^ul in the shape of the 
jDoather he knew superipr to every, un- 
ivorthy weakness, and the . temptation 
vanished. A deep and startling sigh 
burst frpnti hifn^ be passed his hand over 
his foreb^adjt saying, in a sufibcated voic^, 
<f Since my mother is the object of your 
ldiii4 anxiety^ dear uncle» let me leave my 
justi&^aliou to her ; if she approve my 
ecoQdi^$tit liiope you will cease toblanieit. 
^|f jlh^^ Qfmtisfik a different o|le, I pledge 



you Wy honinir, I will follow tlie ^Hih 
she prescribes : — I may safely prdhiiide 
this. • * Alid as he spoke, he folded up 
the packet which Colonel Roselheinft in 
the heat of discoorse had unaware^ suf- 
fered him to regain, and made a mbve^ 
ment towards the doon — The Colonel 
followed him, grumbling and sulkily, 
into the street ; at last he said, bluntly, 
^* For the life of me, I cah*t see the dif- 
ierence of your letting your mother bte 
iobliged to that good man in Hollahd, 
."wha is no blood to her, and obliged to 
me, as she fancies^ but she is dot ol^iged 
to me at all } I only si^it for atgtrmient^s 
sake — - 1 can' t see the! < diffisrenee, I i^ay , 
i)etween that and^her taking back hei* 
own lawful propertyr-^nay^'I think«^?^ 
'.' MThereisagreatdi£feTeii€e,dearuncle,*' 
interrupted Rupert in his mildest nsan- 
vner, aware of what the Cdonel wosgotng 
ta add* -^^^ My mother's property is Ho 
^^oore her lawful right now^ than thMt of 
any other expatriated Protestant would 

Id 
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be hers* She chose between her corr- 
ficience and her sovereign's decree. It 
is not her sovereign who restores it, but 
her husband, who first buys, and then 
offers to give it. She refuses therefore 
from him, or I do it for her, which is the 
same, a gift of such magnitude ; in short, 
any gift ; because obligation is a sort of 
bond, like natural ones, which we cannot 
break, without self-reproach. It is sweet 
to be obliged to good and honoured per- 
sons, my dear uncle ; '^ Rupert added, 
pressing his tmcle'd hand with unfeigned 
aflfection, *^ at least the ydke is light, and 
I can bear it from a hand like this/^ 

" Get about your business. Sir P* ex. 
claimed the Colonel, pushing htm away» 
and trying to escape without exposing 
his roused sensibility ; *< Go and see if that 
. barrack-master has looked to the damaged 
corn ; come and report to iae if he has. 
IMl be plagued no more to-day about 
your fantastic splittings of hairs, And 
out-of-the-way feelings, that nobody is 
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wise enough to understand except your- 
self. — Get you gone;'' and pointing one 
way, while he turned towards another, 
the uncle and nephew separated. 

The Colonel was no sooner out of sight, 
than Rupert flew to the regimental sta- 
bles, mounted his horse, and enquiring 
at what gate the aid-de-camp from Count 
Rhinegravestein had quitted the town, 
rode after him at full speed. 

Baron Idenstein, encumbered with a 
.child in his suite, (Julian being placed on 
the saddle before a careful servant,) was 
Tcining in his mettlesome steed, and 
coaxing her to keep an easier pace, when 
Rupert came in sight. At the eager 
call of the latter, the baron pulled up, 
and motioning to l^e two horsem^i in 
bis company, to trot on, stopt under some 
trees which screeflied the road. 

Happily^ Julian was sq enveloped by 

the large military cloak of his conductor, 

that be neither heard nor saw his brother, 
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«96 ;that tte agitation' of VLtiother-pit&si^ 
it^ spared th?m. ' 

; . Taicing off his bat, Rupert galloped up 
to Baron Idenstein ) his hair ruffled by 
, the autumnal wind, discovered his ihter- 
..esting and noble countenance^ all pale 
with anxiety^ , The gracefulness of liis 
action^ and the gallantry of his mien, evb* 
gently struck the young Bavarian, wh6ie 
own physiognomy and figure, while lift* 
I ing bis hussar cap, and more gaily refiu^r^* 
ing the salute, were equally strikin|^ 
though in. a di&rent style. Ca^e hiiA 
never blanched bis cheek, nor corroded 
his breast; M that although full fivii 
years older than Bupert, he k>oked 
barelyof the same age. 

Had an indifferent spectator been ob- 
servii^ both cavalieriti j^rhsqps he would 
have found it difficult lb have said which 
countenance presented youth under the 
most 'interesting aspect: Whetheip tiiat, 
wheite^ it shone, as if neither cloud of evil 






ened it j or that, wherci with, equally 
b^nevol^t^md briUiant beam^it strtr^led 
tJirgiugh .many a, vapour threatening it 
with extinction, but not menacing others^ 
. Bupert at once held out the packet, 
aGCompanyjng the action with a gratefiil 
compliment to the Bavarian^ for his con- 
ducft.to G>ionel Roselheirn ; then putting 
a jfolded paper back into his breast,* he 
addadi ^VWhen you do me the favour 6f 
re-4^Uvering that packet to the Count 
Ebin^gravestein, you may tell him, if you 
wiHi.Baron, that there is; much in: this let* 
ter, which I would not parfe with for any 
other gift It is the.best kcepmake Lord 
Julian could give me. And I know not, 
how my; hurried feelings mide me forget 
that it was not ; i^gc^ssary to return it, 
alpngwith that uaf less writing/' ^ 
. The aid-de-camp^ n^t preteadiog to 
remark upon these expressions, from a 
iP9B .who$e pri^vate history bd liail no 
title to show his acquaintance with, sim- 
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ply received the packet with polite atten- 
tiveness. Rupert then wished him a good 
journey, and was turning about, when 
the Bavatian stretching out his hand, 
exdaimed : -— 

•* By tny faith, this must 'not be our 
feiM kneeting. Captain Roselheiml —hare 
die goodness to remember, if the chances 
of war should ever throw you into our 
hands, that you may always command 
iny best services ; and if there come a 
peace, pass not within falcon's fli^t of 
GrieffenswcJd, without turning out ^f 
your road to prove your first flattering 
compliment, sincere/' 

Rupert smiled pensivdy as he gave the 
promise requested, bdieving he should 
never enter Bavaria after his rtiilitary du- 
ties were over; then hesitating a moment, 
added, " Ours is a v6ty short, strange 
acqiiaititance. Baron. I scarcely know 
whether it warrants — but yi^ur oounte- 
nance encourages me: What I am, you 
know J what I feel, I please myself to 



ihink you i5an imaghte ; ^t will not seem 
' extraordinary to you, fher efore, if I con- 
fess that it is necessary totny ease of mind 
to hear something of that dear child be- 
fore us — I have no means — ^* 

^ I comprehend you," interrupted 
Iden^ein, seeing one of his men looking 
teck ; " you shall hear 6f us whenever 
it is possible ;*' and shaktpg hands with 
his new friend, he gallopped ofi^ more 
exhilarated by the novelty and romance 
of this adventure, tban affected by the 
sad and solemn feelings which caused its 
^existence. 

The impression Itil upon a man to 
wirom life had hitherto been but due 
continued joztr dejete, Was as vivid and 
fleeting as iiiat With wfaidi We come away 
from sympathizing with the heto of a 
well-wrought drama: the business of 
every-day c<incerns, and the bustle Of 
more interring scenes, in which Rupett 
played no part, naturally drove the latter 
from his thoughts j but they did not ba- 
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nkme was neeessaryto^revlve thepreseut 
gIpWt .and to dberish it into actualinend^ 
flWPy* ' •• . * '. ■. - j 

hicJtiipertf with a profounder sentiment, 
tiiiSBted his horse sadly and slowly towards 
the. town. Hd was satisfied with what he 
bud. done, .but. not with what he had 
said: and like most other persons, after 
liaving passecl through agitating scenes, 
lufi i^epented ^very word that he had ut- 
'tered»; - . 

j! Tormented t>etween the opposite fears 
pf having appeared too rigid, or shown 
himself too easy, 'he scarcely knew whe* 
Iher he bad not oompromised his respect- 
^ility,. by allomng his interest in his 
Jimlf-brother toAp^ear Jio distinctly before 
amrangen It was now that he wanted 
Arembergi thathemi^littum^ and ** look 
4litOrthe depths of his je^res," as he used 
to phrase it, and see whether . he had 
acted Tightly. He grieved, too, that he 
ciHtld not .iiB]k>sin^. question about his 
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icbm%^( an uDaratydHabte disiriB to Iteni 
hoif^thd latter bad terminated the ^jvaii^ 
which must have taken place betweeDJj^ 
gnd his Countess, when the seizai^ jind 

9 

restitution* of Julian became a questiiM 
which the honour of Rhin^pravestein 
^rendered it necessary for him to settle 
publicly. 

Was a similar affliction to that of his 
mother, to be visited upon the head of her 
by whom that affliction was caused 9^ Or 
could the widow c^ a prince, humble 
herself sufficiently to obtain forgiveness^ 
from the inferior husband, whose good 
name she had put to hazard, though she 
might formerly have advanced his for- 
tune ? — Alas ! : and wag such a loveless 
Iselfish mother^ to become the chief guar* 
dian and instructress of Julian ? 
i; : Bupert heaved, a heavy sigh, as he 
.vainly asked. t^is mournful question of 
himsdf } but aware that it was his duty 
Ut riake off whateiper thoughts were 
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• Kkely to deaden iris spirit and incapacitate 

him for the animated performance of his 

stirring profession, he mutterqd a few 

^ weeds of apostrophe to Heaven for this 

MoApring of his direst enemy, and patting 

the neck of his horse, was soon within 

'sight of his own quarters. 
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CHAR V. 

fAcTivs and animating duties happily 
followed these private events. 

Hitherto General Wrangel's military 
policy had been ^slow, and to younger 
spirits vexatious ; but the game of war 
must always appear so, when played bv 
master bands. 

Watched by the Archduke Leopold^^ 
army ; awed by fihinegravestein'a; as uil^ 
certain of Saxony's good faith, as the Im- 
perialists themselves; and insecure of 
timely support from the troops of France, 
Wrangel had as yet not ventm^ to afoan- 
don his strong position upon the Danube 
andWemitz; and neither t)f the hostile 
generals, from local circum&taaaces >of 
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the caxnpaigDt could without k)()pi:iij^enc(^ 
attempt to dislodge him from it. , ^ 

.Partial engagements were, howevQri 
Gciotinually occurring ; posts lost and 
wgil ; autumn was hastening away ; win- 
t^r cantonments were already bcgipning 
taform part of the commanding officer's 
contemplations. 

One of General WrangePs great talents 
WM that of obtaining secret information 
better than any other man; and upon 
certain accounts transmitted to him frow^ 
Yienxuii he meditated a bold and novel 
stroike Jn that age — a winter-campaign. 
a|0ong8t the steep and icy mountains of 
Bohemia^ intendii^ to preface that by a 
y^t bolder attempt/r- a march across Ba- 
varia itself. 

. • ■ • ■ ' ■ ...» 

pvTo succeed iOttfaas latter object, it was 
iHpcesary to oj^en the scheme to General 
Konigsmark and secure his co-operation. 
Kmgsin&i'k in wt. advance in the teeth 
ofeverydiifficulty at the concerted rtimc^ 
9yer>t^e ^ippefyJbeigbi&Si axid thi^^og^rf he 
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tainsj» to be ready for prompt assistatrce, 
should the surprised army of fihinegravie- 
steiii be, by miracle, able td collect tb^e-. 
ther from their winter-quarters, either dS^^ 
piiitiiig Wrangel's way, or falling upon bis' 
ri^ar. The time, the mode, the means of all 
this, must be leisurely weighed and secure- 
ly afrdnged : the information must be con- 
veyed as quickly as possible to General Kb- 
liii^imark by some faitliful and inteHt- 
^eibt person, capable of comprehendin|; - 
a(nd repeating by word of mouth the inS<ii 
lit^est detail of the projected enterprise f 
-^ one, ^hose constitution^ courag^^ su^ 
tried presence of mind, wocfld indur^tbe 
secret from falling a saccifitfe ia patii^,%^s 
actual seizure; and yet, when seized^* migirt 
be so unimportant, asr not to niakelfim 
a prize to the enemy, whereby they mij^t 
extort the ^^change of soimevalnabfe^I 
soner. This latter qualifieilion wadlttdi^ 
peni^able, «s the ehancea tff 8u<^ Mdm 
flillirigrinto their hands we^ tw<l Wim^^j 
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provided he attempted to pass them, as 
he must do, if he went with expedition, 
to seek Konigsmark's division. 

While Wrangel pondered over the 
«iiames and characters of his subaltern 
officers, that of Rupert involuntarily pre- 
sented itself. Marshal Torstenson had 
spoken of him- with such serious, con- 
vincing commendation, and bad so 
ikgently recommended him to his suc- 
cessor, as a most efficient agent upon 
all occasions where gallantry of conduct 
.and clearness of head were required, that 
: but for private reasons!, Wrangel would 
not have balanced a moment about -no- 
minating >fann to this perilous commission. 

These private reasons may be guessed. 
Wrangel, however, was «ot aware of the 
share Ruperthadinalate disappointment : 
he attributed the sudden disappearance 
of the peasant and his daughter^ frdm the 
poor abode where he had visited them, in 
a character assumed for the cruelest -pur- 
pose, solely to the accident of the father 
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'having come iiito the town to see the 
<parade, and having unluckily got too 
near the Commander-in-chief, not to 
know his intended son-in-law, under the 
-latter*8 superb military dress. The ho-, 
nest countryman, conyiaced thus of the 
General's base intention, but conscious 
that his own destniction would follow the 
publication of the suspected wrong, 
simply took pains to attract Wrangel's 
eyes, and having fixed them, sternly 
-sbruck his side, as if to imply the feelings 
"stragglmg there, and nodding, without 
^touching his hat, disappeared amongst 
the crowd. 

After such a look, and ^udi an action, 
General Wnm^l was not surprised, 
though he was stung with disappoint- 
iment, to find the man's liouse shut up, 
and bknself . and his daughter gone, no 
^one knew whith^. Rupert's image was 
in some degree, coupled with the unplea- 
sant remembrance of this afiair; and, 
perhaps, the same feeling which made 
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the Commander-in-ebidf sudd^ly ieierui 
his young oflicer to Colonel Roselheim^s 
support, , urged him now to get mop^ 
fully rid of an impertinent, whom fate 
seemed destined to cross him in mat- 
ters of gallantry, and from whose mental 
powers, properly employed^ he might 
reap signal advantage. 

Upon the able performance.of his pre- 
sent military plan, Wrangel's professional 
character would greatly depend. What 
then, was the remembrance c^.disap^ 
pointment about the plaything of a day? 
and if the eyea of this young man hum- 
bled his libertine superior, would it ^not 
be better to remove him at . once, and 
handsomely, and -so silence his possible 
whisperings against him ? . 

Wrapgel decided that it. was the best 
step for his own freedom pf spirit, and 
for the good of the service ^ and he 
therefore summoned Rupert to Do- 

nawert. , 

* v^ ■....- 

J The j^tonishqient of ^ ^^^ latter is not 
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to be / dwcribedi when instead of^ a 
haughty receptioni and a return to in- 
glorious service, he was greeted with ah 
avowal of confidence in his zeal and 
abilities, and informed of the critical 
business for which he was selected. 

A less loyal heart would have taken 
alarm at this unexpected alteration, and 
suspected some sinister purpose under it: 
but Rupert happily was inclined to be- 
lieve in the good he saw ; and trusting 
that his patience under petty tyranny 
had subdued his commander'isi dislike i 
or that the ebb of disorderly passion had 
taught the latter to respect him that op- 
posed it, he accepted the perilous ho- 
nour, with grace and gratitude. 

Wrangei then entered at once, aiid 
ftttly, into the ramifications of his ex- 
tensive plan i saw with satisfaction the 
comprehensive,' retentive, and accurate 
mind, he was trusting to ; noted with 
surprise the acute questions asked by 
Rupert^ . th^ distiMtni^i^ *Wa ithkh - he 
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saw the difficulties of his own task, 
and the ingenuity with 'which he de- 
vised means to overcome them; and, 
finally, admiring him unfeignedly as an 
instrament, he only disliked him the 
more as a maa. 

Wrangel was sufficiently great in the 
field, to tolerate qualities likely to create 
him a rival there ; but in the drawing* 
room his success was less certain, and he 
<x>uld not forgive any man for being 
handsomer or more captivating than him- 
self. ^ While Rupert was tracing his 
swifl and secret route on a map marked 
with the difierent stations of the enemy, 
Wrangel was saying to himself — " Well ! 
whether he fail* or succeed, I shall be the 
gainer. Either more honour; or freer 
quarters among bright eyes and bloom- 
ing cheeks!'* and carelessly dismissing 
from his mind the possible destruction of 
the fine creature he was perforce admir- 
ing, he repeated some of his most im- 
portant instructionisf, aad bade him good 
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night, as coolly as though he were send- 
ing him home to quiet sleep, and a safe 
awakening. 

Rupert's preparations were quickly 
made j and, providing himself only with 
a sufficient, but moderate stock of the 
common coin of the different princi- 
palities he must pass through, arming 
himself well, though as lightly as pos- 
sible, he set off, accompanied by a trusty 
military servant, whose office was to 
escort him beyond the frontier into 
Franconia, and, leaving him there, to 
return with his hprse to Donawertt 

Great part of Franconia was occupied 
by the rear-guard of the Archduke j so 
that ere Rupert could attain the neutral 
ground of Saxony, h^ must skirt it and 
Bavaria, and be in continual danger 
of falling in with the enemy.- If seized, 
alone, and disguised, as he must be, and 
discovered to be an officer of the Union, 
of course he would be treated as a spy^ 
and condemned to immediate and ig- 
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DOtniDious death. Of all the variety of 
military duty, that of a spy, was one 
which Rupert's soul revolted at j and he 
felt, that although he could consent to 
suffer innocently, in that supposed cha- 
racter, while in the performance of a 
duty equally hazardous but not odious, 
neither rhetoric nor woridly inducement 
could ever prevail upon him to enlist in 
so degrading a species of service in re- 
ality. 

While imagining the possibility of 
such an unmerited fate, aware as he was 
of the summary sentences and executions 
of martial law, he shuddered a moment ; 
thinking, not merely of himself, but of 
his mother's desolation, and his father's 
honour. Such a picture started up be- 
fore him, that he durst not dwell on it. 
Meeta's death-shriek rung in his ear, and 
there was a single instant of time, dur- 
ing which he thought he could not, ought 
not to proceed. 

This infirmity of a tender heart, quickly 
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passed away : — his lot was cast amongst 
danger^ : — ^ his fortune most likely , hung 
upon .the .present trial of his resolution; 
and girding up his. spirit afresh as he 
thought thus, he pursued his journey 
with greater enthusiasm. 

Sometimes on foot, sometimes on the 
hired horses of the country people j now 
npon rivers, and no>y upon roads, and al- 
Wj^ys disguised as an ordinary traveller ; 
experiencing many alarms from the com- 
pany of others ; exposed to every in- 
clemency of the variable weather ; often 
wanting food, and sleeping in woods or 
wine-caves, to avoid falling in with the 
enemy;— Rupert made his jWay into Sax- 
ony ; thence crossing the Marquisate of 
Lusatia, he entered Sile§ia, the object 
of his journey. It was near the end of 
November ere he reached the head- 
quarters of General Konigsmark at Sa- 
gun. His commission thus gallantly exe- 
cuted, was as favourably heard. Konigs- 
mark entered into the scheme of General 
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Wrangel with all the enthusiasm of a 
younger soldier j and delighted tvith Ru- 
pert himself, for whom his favor had been 
previously bespoken by the late Com- 
mander-in-Chief, he 'would not suffer* him 
to depart again on his return, until he 
had ascertained his capability of serving 
in a particular corps of flying-artillery 
he was then raising, adapted to a moun- 
tainous country, and the able officering 
of which, was an object of great anxiety 
to him. The admirable military educa- 
tion which Rupert might be said to have 
given himselfi was now manifested ; and 
assured of his science, as well as bravery, 
Konigsmark at once offered him a troop 
itf this regiment, and offered to solicit 
General WrangePs permission for his 
transfer from the one he now served in. 

Rupert was conscious that such a re- 
quest was the earnest of future favor. 
He felt, that independently of Marshal 
Tbt^tenson's flattering recommendation 
dfhim, he had made a happy impression 
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upon Oen^ral Konigsmark in his own 
person ; and he thought that both toge« 
ther might conduct him eventually to all 
he hoped to reach* Pleased with the 
careless, good-humoured manners of 
General Konigsmark, whose province 
was a campi and who seemed indeed as 
though he had never lived out of one, 
Rupert eagerly accepted the proffered 
benefit : it was settled, therefore, that if, 
aft€{r his return to the Commander4n«^ 
Chief with Konigsmark's approval of 
the projected plan, no ,fit opportunity 
should occur of his rejoining the troop3 
in Silesia, he must consider himself a3 
pledged to them, and joip them when 
the two armies should meet victorious, 
as they hoped, in the heart of Bavaria. 

Successfully as Rupert, had executed 
Ills difQcult commission,, and fortunate as 
he was in iminediately engaging the good 
will of the very man he wished to serve 
under, there was much in the whole 
busjlnessto disti:ess and agitate him. iXe 

K 2 



196 THE VILLAGE 

could not but feel that he was actively 
employed in the furtherance of a scheme, 
which, if effectual, must touch his father 
in the tenderest point; and perhaps 
cost his father his life. It was in vain 
that Rupert endeavoured to calm the 
tumults of his soul at the latter idea, by 
reflecting that he was only in the path of 
his own duty as a soldier and a Protest- 
ant; that he was merely lending his 
feeble aid to the great and sacred work of 
procuring liberty of conscience for pre- 
sent and future generations ; risking his 
own life, or peace of mind, to restore 
others to their homes, and to the worship 
of their fathers. But when he imaged 
himself in the same field with his father, 
again, and more loudly, did the voice of 
• nature lift itself up within him. 

Some reward, or some distinction, Ru- 
pert had a right to expect from his . first 
employer, for his fidelity and ability ; he 
was determined, therefore, to make that 
reward ponsist in the favor c^ being dif« 
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ferently employed,, and purposely so, 
whenever the army of General Wratigfel 
was likely to be pitched against that of 
Count Rhinegravestein. By his return 
now to the camp of the former, he would 
most probably escape this dreaded en- 
counter. The scheme of war had settled, 
that General Konigsmark should adduce 
at the very beginning of the new year, 
across Bohemia, suddenly presenting him.* 
self on the mountainous division betwcfeti 
that country and the electorate of Bava* 
ria ; attracting by this movement, it wa$ 
hoped, the scattered troops of Rhine- 
gravestein, to the quarter menaced. If 
this demonstration of General Konigs- 
mark should succeed in drawing Rhine- 
gravestein to the eastern frontiers, the 
march of the latter was to be the signal 
*for Wrangel to pour his stronger force 
into the heart of the country, from the 
south-west; and if the French could be 
brought suflBciently within reach, to keep 
the Archduke Leopold in awe,, and pre- 
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vent bis advance to succour Munich, 
while Konigsmark was falling back as if 
discomfited aikl entangling Rhiriegrave- 
steiil aftiong the mountain passes, it 
waiJ probable that the capital would fall 
into the hands of the Swedes, and the 
Sector be thus obliged to make terms 
with the victors. 

These were the probabilities of General 
WrangePs plan j and if they proved rea- 
lities^ llupein^t would tfcen escape the 
horror of tt^xt meeting his father in the 
field of fight The wor&t Chat could hap« 
pen^ therefore, would be Bn engagement 
with the afchduk^'j^ IrocqpfS ; and whether 
lost or won with hkh, a battle would then 
bring to Rupert no other misery than its 
Customary horrors. 

Thus calming himself a^ much as pos- 
sible, upott the 6nly part of this subject 
which could afflict his filial feelings, he 
took a respectful leave of General Konigs- 
mark, ottA once more re-trod the dan- 
gerous path back to Sufabia. 
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The danger and diflBculties of his jour- 
ney were equally great at the com- 
mencement, as towards the end of itj 
but they arose from very different causes t 
at the commencement, he had to en- 
counter all the inclemencies of Decem- 
ber, amongst precipices disguised under 
snows, and torrents swoln into rivers by 
the sudden melting of tlie lower drifts 
under heavy rain^. The Silesian moun- 
tains scaled, those bordering Saxony 
were to be conquered; and journeying, 
for expedition and secrecy^s. sake, wholly 
alone, Rupert was at the mercy of hired 
guides for his personal safety, and could 
only trust to the uncertain shelter of some 
solitary cabin, or empty wine«cave« 

But youth, resolution, and honourable 
ambition, can conquer most things ; he 
therefore went cheerfully on, secure of 
being at a^y rate far from hostile neigh- 
bours* In Saxony his way was smooth, 
and liis progress rapid; that electorate 
was now a neutral country ; so that it 
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was not until he came to the frontiers 
of Franconia and Bavaria, that he found 
it necessary to pause, and consider which 
course he should take. In both these 
countries he was sure of encountering 
the troops of the enemy : parties from 
the archduke's army, and from that t>f 
Count Rhinegravestein's, were still ho- 
vering in all directions, to surprise con;- 
voys, and cut off' stragglers. There were 
equal chances, therefore, of his falling 
in with such parties in either state} 
and the only circumstance which could 
turn the scale in favour of one, was some 
local reason for its being more favourable 
to concealment. It seemed to him, after 
^ a few enquiries, that by taking the route 
* of Bavaria, he would decide most ju- 
diciously. He knew that country well, 
from his occasional progresses throug^i it 
with his father's forest-master j who used, 
in the days of Rupert's unrivalled heir- 
ship (when he was often brought from 
Sakzbourg, to be his father's companioi^^ 



OY MARIENDOUPT. SOI 

during a hunting-match of weeks,) to 
make him familiar with all the chases and 
sylvan tracts/ explored by the bold pur- 
suers of the boar and wild stag; he 
knew, alsov the dialect of the country- 
people^ their habits, prejudices, &c. ; 
and it would be easy, therefore, for him 
to assume their language and mannersi 
with the dress he must adopt to pass for 
one of that class. Another reason was 
conclusive j the soldiers of Count Rhine- 
gravestein were more thinly scattered 
towards Donawert (for what cause he 
guessed not) than those of the Archduke 
were on the Fribourg border. 

Into Bavaria, therefore, Rupert plunged, 
having previously purchased a strong 
miller's horse, used to hard fare and 
lodging, therefore capable of bearing 
him stoutly on. 

For some time Rupert conchided he 
bad decided rightly j for he pushed on, 
unmolested by the inhabitants, who- sin- 
cerely believed him, under his rustic 
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disguise, and with his welUrAittfted 
phrases, one of themselves* The same 
appearances did not secure him from oc- 
casional interruption by the military ; tut 
they enabled him to get out of their 
hands without enquiry. That presence 
of mind, which is the sure offspring of 
courage, never failed him y and the very 
acquaintance he had with the private 
history of their General, assisted him in * 
maintaining the character he assumed, 
that of a petty farmer, belonging to the 
Count's jBstate on the river Regen. 

In this character he ventured to make 
those enquiries which a peasant so situated 
might be supposed curious enough to 
make, concerning his absent lord. The 
desultory information whieh Rupert thus 
collected from different persons, had as 
much of the painful as the satisfying 
in it. 

He heard, that after a temporary dis- 
agreement, the Count and Countess 
Rhinegr^vestein were then living toge- 
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ther ia their splendid mansioii at Munich, 
(now the Bavarian head-quarters,) and 
that Julian was well, and resident there 
with them. — It was said, that the 
Countess had actually gone to her hus« 
band's camp, ere it broke up, and thrown 
herself at his feet to implore his forgive^* 
ness ; and that she had obtained it, at last, 
wholly by dint of public humiliations 
which thQ Count's delicacy of mind evi- 
dently shrunk from, and wished to ter- 
minate. 

The person who gave Rupert this in- 
formation, added some jesting remark 
upon the Countess's notorious jealousy 
of her handsome Lord, which most 
likely made her more ready now to stoop 
to a confession of penitence, lest sullen- 
ness, or violent self-defence, should pre- 
cipitate him into the actual infidelity, of 
which no one but herself had ever sus- 
pected him. His rare personal beauty, 
(from her unreasonable admiration of that 
poor advantage,) was the sceptre by 
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which Rhinegravestein had hitherto ruled 
a wife, whom neither public opinion nor 
private esteem could controul. But in 
the late act, she had committed what he 
deemed an irreparable outrage agaitist his 
respectability, even more than her own ; 
and he justly believed, that it was incum- 
bent on him, to evince his indignation at 
ky at least by a temporary separation, if 
net one for life. Yet here, in defiance 
of this conviction, with the weakness of 
one ever vulnerable to the distress he 
actually saw, when once she contrived to 
enter the place whence his authoritative 
command had excluded her for a time, 
he was unable to persist in his resolution 
-of remaining apart from the wife, whose 
conduct justified ^uch an act. Her tears, 
her rhetoric, her transports of idolatrous 
passion, her liberal expressions of self- 
abhorrence (the freer said, because the 
less sincerely thought), and the art- 
ful, yet humble allusions she made 
to all that she had given up for his 
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sbke, at a fieriod when princes contended 
for her hand, were more than Rhine- 
gravestein could resist. He had his son's 
softness of heart, without his fixed princi- 
ple, or consistent delicacy ; so that even 
while assured that he was again taking to 
his breast the woman that loved him 
solely for the pomp of his personal en- 
dowments, and the pageantry of his fame; 
even while that heart was aching with 
the memory of one who had loved his 
virtues and his true honour ; even while 
recollecting what he had felt, what he had 
resolved in the presence of his irreproach- 
able son ; he raised the Countess from the 
ground, and with a feeling of sacrifice, 
which would have become a better ,cau&e, 
resigned himself to a life of public vani- 
ties again, and of secret remorse. 

A separation from this pernicious wo^ 
man, after such a lawless deed as she had 
performed in the face of the world, was 
in fact, what Rupert had .fondly antiqi- 
pated ; — nay^ was the test he had internally 
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tppoifited whereby to judge of his father's 
stnoere contrition towards himself. In 
wishing that separation, he did not wish 
ought that he believed likely to diminish 
Rbmegravestein's domestic happiness ; 
be conceived it due to his father's honour : 
and he fancied it would tend to Julian's 
future comfort and well-doing. 

Thus, he wept the heart's tears, as he 
listened to the recital of a contrary, 
coarse ; and grieved to think how such 
intelligence would blight the soothing 
ideas of brightening virtue in her h us* 
hmdf which Rupert's own pen must have 
given birth to, by its account of his 
father's visit to Donawert, and his subse- 
quent letter written in the person of 
Julian ! 

But it was not for one, doomed to care 
and exertion, to waste the life's blood of 
his youth, in vain lamentation over the 
selft wrought evils, even of a parent. He 
must live for the mother, who was the 
victim of all the other's weakness and 
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vanity : he must fbi bis eye solely npon 
one object -^ honoufabk support for her, 
and fot himself^ Determiningi therefore^ 
to enquire no further, and to speak of 
Julian and his father only in bis prayers^ 
he prosecuted his journey without men^ 
tioning the name of Count Rhinegrave-^ 
stein again* 

He was but a few German miles from 
•the southern frontier of Bavaria, when 
being overta^ken by a heavy storm of sleet 
and- rain, on so open a part of the coun-^ 
try that it afforded scarcely a bush for 
shelter? he was so completely soaked 
through, that it-became necessary for him 
to stop at the first house he might find, 
in order to clean his pistols, which, in 
case of attack by common plunderers, or 
roving soldiers^ would be useless, unless 
properly dried ; and the nearer he ap- 
proached the end of his travel, the more 
anxious he was to secure himself against 
the possibility of failure by any negli* 
gence. 
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On the extremest verge of this wild^ 
or rather flat of arable land, be descried 
a poor looking hut^ (for it deserved not 
the name of house,) scarcely distinguish- 
able in size and colour from the dark 
heap of peat, which scantily skreened it 
from the north, and was destined for 
winter fuel; he rode up to it, and 
alighting from his horse, knocked some 
time against the door with the rude staff 
be employed by way of whip: no one an- 
swered. At length a woman appeared, 
and, after a short parley, the good Bava- 
rian he spoke; the civility of his man- 
ner, and the prepossessingness of his 
countenance, (for that he could not dis- 
guise,) quickly obtained him admittance- 
He entered a single clay chamber, barely 
furnished ; a cheerful Are was however 
blazing in the centre ; two or three, chil- 
dren sat round it at their suppers ; and 
in one corner was a bed, upon which lay 
a person carefully covered up. 

Rupert did not at first notice this per- 
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son; but when he did so, recemng &r 
answer to his question, that it was the 
woman's uncle tired out with a raging 
tooth-ache, and was trying to rest, he 
made some compassionate remark, and 
enquired no further. 

Drying his wet clothes as well as he 
could, without taking any of them off, he 
remained standing over the fire, occasioBf 
ally noticing the children, while rubbing 
his wet fire-arms, and preparing them for 
re-loading. One of the children soon be- 
came familiar enough with the supposed 
ygung farmer to climb his knee, and 
amuse herself with pulling about his hair. 
This was a display of his features, which 
Rupert had no desire to permit at this 
moment ; for so many of the Bavarian 
country people were used to come into the 
Swedish camp with provisions, in defi- 
ance of their own government's orders, 
that he feared to be recognized so near 
the frontiers. By degrees he drew the 
little girl's attention from his pretty hair 
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to the buttons of his rude boot.»stockings. ; 
and having sufficiently dried himself and 
bis pistoIs» he saw that the weather was 
cleared, gave the quiet mistress of tbe 
c^in his thanks, expressed in homely 
phrase, (for he was care/ul not to offer 
her money,) and putting a kruitzer or two 
into the hand of his little persecutor, he 
took his leave, wishing the sleeper to 
awake freed from his late suffering. 

Mounting his rough-coated horse, 
tvhich had found some sort of shelter in 
the cavity made in the peat-stack l^ 
cutting out portions of fuel, Rupert pro« 
ceeded leisurely down the road, which 
just at this part sunk abruptly, and led 
to more broken and intricate ground than 
tbe flat it skirted. 

The wintry tempest bad quite spent 
itself ere this ; and though the air was 
bitingly keen, one of those fine nights 
had succeeded^ which make even De- 
cember-scenery agreeable. The season 
as yet was remarkably open, (a reason 
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why militafy operationsi were not sus- 
pended,) and if Rupert had already felt 
the inconvenience of that circumstance, 
its exposing him to frequent drenchings 
like the one just over, he reaped the 
solid advantage of being enabled to travel 
for a much longer continuance every day.- 
He now meditated going on, while the 
moon lasted; and he thought if he did 
so, unmolested, he should be able to get 
beyond the frontier, and reach the Sua- 
bian town, of which bis uncle was com- 
mandant. It was ever his custom during 
tbid journey, oh quitting amy house, or 
fellow-traveller, never to ride fast j for 
haste seems to imply apprehension. He 
now, therefore, merely trotted his horse, 
while he looked about him, and felt that 
complacent feeling stesd over his mind, 
which the rudest scene of nature always 
produced in him. 

The scene in which Rupert was, at 
this moment, had nothing either picto- 
i-esque or beautiful in itself : it was only 
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a cross-road, winding between low banks, 
bare of verdure, except what some tall 
aquatic weeds bestowed, which grew in 
the bordering ditches, and were now 
heavy and bright with the rain-drops. 
ITie lane was deep and miry, but the 
moon shining upon the water in all the 
splashy hollows of tiie ruts, gave it a sort 
of beauty to Rupert's painter's eye. 

As he gradually suffered the bridle to 
fall on the neck of his horse, while the 
tired animal toiled through heavy clay 
clogging his footing, and as he fixed 
his eyes upon the clear orb above, win- 
ning her way with soft majesty through 
illuminated clouds, she seemed not the 
less beautiful to him, because his affec* 
tionate fancy compared her with his 
mothet. Though so serene and still, 
there was something touching and melan- 
choly in her light j something so tender 
as well as lovely, that he felt as he was 
used to do, on seeing that beloved face 
again, after a short absence. 
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" Dear mother!" he exclaimed, invo- 
luntarily, aloud, ** for what is there of 
sacred or sweet, that does not remind me 
of thee?'* 

Perhaps his thoughts wandered from 
that treasured idea, to a kindred one ^ 
for a deeper, a hopeless sigh, soon after- 
ward heaved his breast. Whatever his 
reflections were at that moment, they 
were put to flight, by a voice calling on 
him to stopi and the figure of a man, al- 
ternately walking and running, approach- 
ing from the end of the road he had him- 
self entered on. The person was alone, 
and apparently unarmed : what his pur- 
pose might be^ Rupert guessed not : but 
feeling for his pistols, and checking 
his horse, he waited till the man came 
nearer. 

As the latter approached, he took off 
his woollen cap, with an air of respect, 
which made Rupert conclude him to be a 
beggar : but the man's dress was decent ; 
and as the moonlight fell oq his upraised 
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face and grey locks, Rupert thoi^ht he 
had seen both before. . . . 

« Another second or two terminated the 
alarm this idea gave him, and caused hini 
agitation of a diilerent kind. 

The person in question, at once an- 
nounced himself as the poor countryman 
to whom Rupert bad unyeiled the pro- 
fligate designs of General Wrangel, in 
the suburbs of Donawert. He had fled 
thence, he said, to shelter with a married 
niece in Bavaria, until the Swedish army 
should remove their quarters; haying 
safely deposited his pretty daughter"— 
the only child left to his old age, in the 
hands of some benevolent nuns, not far 
distant. 

He described his gratitude, with an 
earnestness, proportionate to the evident 
sincerity of his rustic integrity ; and in- 
formed Rupert, that having, on the lat- 
ter's entrance into his niece's but, been 
startled by the sound of his voice and 
manner of speaking, the sight of a cer- 
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tain scar just above his right temple, 
which the child's playing with his hair 
discovered, had at once confirmed the 
idea awakened by his voice, and urged 
him to follow as he had done, and ap- 
prize him of a danger which threatened 
him nearly. 

At this intimation, Rupert looked up 
and down the road to observe whether 
any one was in sight or hearing, and seed- 
ing no living thing except themselves, he 
alighted from his horse, and drawing 
him close to the bank, took his station 
under its shelter, with the honest Suabian. 

The circumstances the latter had to 
relate, were, as he owned, imperfect; 
hut he thought that he knew enough to 
warrant him in saying they were import- 
ant ; probably they might be completed 
by the conjectures of his auditor, who 
most likely bad some key to the business 
they treated of. 

What the Suabian related was this :-~ 

Some Bavarian troopers, belonging to 
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a couple of regiments, quartered at a 
place a few miles higher up» had been 
lately at his niece's hut, enlisting her 
husband in a service of profit tohira, but 
not of personal danger. It was their 
purpose, they told him, to enter the town 
of *** by stratagem, and if he would ac- 
company them, and upon ascertaining 
their entrance, hoist the signal of a white 
flag from the Hill-tree, to the right of 
the town, that would be the token by 
which the remainder of their squadron 
were to advance, secure of entering and 
possessing the place surprised. The oc- 
casion of this sudden enterprise, was 
some private information sent to the Colo- 
nel of one of those regiments, statiqg, 
that Roselheim, the commandant of this 
Swedish station, would positively be ab- 
eent during the whole of the ensuing 
night } therefore any feint or attack upon 
the town, would be more likely to suc- 
ceed, when the proper commander was 
off bis post T-- ^nd secretly off it ?— than 
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when all things were^ going on iq due 
order. 

The Suabian added, that having, while 
in his own poor home, learned Rupert's 
name from accidentally seeing him as 
he passed to that very town, on the 
morning of his sudden march thither, 
having immediately recognised his strik- 
ing countenance, and enquired who be 
was, he could not mistake him again, 
when he saw biro by the strong glare of 
his niece's fire, even under a peasant's 
dress :— especially when that glare show- 
ed on the top of his fair f6rehead,^the very 
mark which his own latrip had gleamed 
upon at Donawert. 

The old man confessed^tbat bis niece's 
husband, in the hope of earning a little 
money honestly, was gone with the sol- 
diers, to their colonel j therefore intreat- 
ed, that if the poor fellow should by 
chance fall into the bands of the Swedes, 
from the information he was now giving, 
they would treat him kindly. Again 
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and again he assured Rupert, that no- 
thing but the strength of gratitude to 
him, for saving himself from shame, and 
his daughter from ruin, would have in- 
duced him to betray what might be con- 
sidered a qonfidence, being spoken 'before 
him in the beh'ef that he was a loyal Ba- 
varian. When this detail was closed, 
Rupert's brain was full of clouds j he at- 
tempted to understand the military pro- 
ject so vaguely reported by his informant, 
but in vain ; still less could he account 
for the positive assurance that his uncle 
would be secretly absent from the cpm- 
mand allotted him, at the dead of night. 
He questioned the old man, and found 
that the name of Lodo wick Schwartz had 
often been mentioned by the soldiers ; 
especially as denoting him for their source 
of information. Rupert at once remem- 
bered that his uncle's servant bore that 
name, a man he never liked, but whose 
bluntly impertinent flatteries swayed his 
master more than the latter would have 
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chosen to admit. If then on joimng Co- 
lonel Roselheim, Rupert should find that 
he was actually going, for whatever reason, 
to absent himself at the time specified, 
he should have no doubt, that this ser- 
vant was in league with the enemy. 

Convinced that however enigmatical 
part of the afiair appeared to himself, it 
was really pregnant with danger to his 
uncle, Rupert became more earnest and 
minute in his interrogatoriesr; andhavnag 
received all the satii^action in the poor 
man's power to bestow, acknowledged 
that bis own accidental service was richly : 
overpaid by tJbis providential adventure; 
confessed that it was not himself, but ft 
near and dear relative that was threaten- 
ed y and pressing into the old Suabian's 
hand the only piece of gold he Had about 
him with a gracious and grateful bene- 
diction, he struck his horse^s side with 
his heel, and was out of sight in a mo- 
ment. 
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FoETUNATELT, the town Colonel RoseL 
heim commandedi was in Rupert's direct 
road to Donawert, by the detour which 
circumstances in fiavaria obliged him to 
make, ere he could cross the frontier 
line safely ; therefore, without betraying 
his duty, he could take that course, and 
halt at this first friendly station, with the 
allowable plea of recruiting himself ere 
he appeared at head-quarters. 

Exceedingly harassed in mind, and 
more fatigued frpm that harassment, 
than he had f^t himself during the whole 
<^ his journey, Rupert reached the gates 
of the town, three hours afler midnight : 
but the rules, on such occasions, are un- 
bending to solitary individuals, and he 
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was forced to wait there till day-break : 
when, never did the unexpected sight of 
the object beloved thrill human breast 
with livelier momentary joy, than did the 
firrt peep of dawn, through the leafless 
branches of what was called the hill-treCf 
warm that of Rupert. 

Except during periods of actual ser- 
vice, Colonel Roselheim was not an 
early riser ; Rupert therefore^ unable to 
restrain his impatience to gllean some- 
thing of the mystery which caused him 
strange fears, went immediately to Major 
Heilbrunn, the second in command ; an 
officer of merit, about his uncle's stand- 
ing in the army, but even less fortunate. 
Something of confidential , intimacy, on 
the subject of Colonel Roselheim's pe- 
culiarities, had long and insensibly esta- 
blished itself between Rupert and. this 
officer ; both noticed those peculiarities 
in the true spirit of affection, anxious t(^ 
ward off their consequences from the of- 
fender himself, and to prevent bbserv- 
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ation of them, by less indulgent persons. 
It was not unnatural, therefore, that Ma- 
jor Heilbrunn, after a short conversation 
on other topics, should relate an incident 
from which he apprehended evil, though 
•at a later period, to the worthy Colonel. 
The business of a cartel had very 
lately brought into the town a distant rela- 
tion of the Countess Rhinegravestein, 
a Saxon Count, serving under the Arch- 
duke Leopold. Colonel Roselheim had 
imprudently spoken of that lady, in 
terras impossible for her kinsman to 
hear, unless he had previously disowned 
her unjustifiable conduct ; and this 
nobleman, being younger, and as inflam- 
mable, and proud of bis relationship to 
the Countess, had retorted, by calling 
the Colonel an upstart and an apostate. 
A blow. Major Heilbrunn grieved to say, 
had been his old comrade*s answer j and 
it was with difficulty, therefore, that he 
and an officer in the Saxon Count's com- 
pany, could prevent them from ending 
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the mutual outrage by an immediate 
duel. A truce, not a peace, was at length 
concluded on the score of superior duty 
claiming the present moment ; and the 
two by-standers, stood pledged to see sak 
tisfaction rendered by the one and taken, 
by the other^ at the point of the sword, 
whenever Colonel Roselheim should be 
released from his charge of the town, and 
free to stake his life in a private quarrel. 
Rupert could not hear this account, 
coupling it with what he had heard in 
Bavaria, without becoming certain that his 
upcle was rashly and secretly engaged in 
the desperate adventure of giving Count 
Rothweil the rendezvous somewhere dis- 
tant : and that either the latter was base 
enough to take advantage of Suth a step, 
and revenge his affronted dignity, by im- 
parting it to his own party j or that the 
Colonel's servant was indeed betraying 
his master from mere sordid motives. 

Simply, but strongly expressing his 
concern at what the Major told him, 

l4 
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llupert now hurried to his uncle's house ; 
and having waited some time for his ris- 
ing, was at length so impatient that he 
entered his chamber without ceremony, 
and woke him. 

Colonel Roselheim's pleasure at this 
unexpected sight of his nephew, was 
loud and long ; he had been apprized of 
his absence from camp, but was too well 
acquainted with the duties of secret ser- 
vice to ask where he had been, much less 
to enquire into the nature of his mission. 
He talked of various matters, with his 
usual transition from noisy volubility to 
unreflecting silence. Rupert^ however, 
observed, that his uncle's countenance 
did not, as formerly, testify a vacancy of 
thought : it was vexed and sombre } and 
such an expression was the more striking, 
from the contrast it formed to his joyous 
boisterousness, while speaking. 

After some time given to ordinary 
topics, interesting to them both, Rupert, 
with some trepidation, related the extra,- 
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ordinary circumstance that had happened 
to him, near the frontiers. While repeat- 
ing this, as a mere travelling adventure^ 
the Colonel, unlike his custom, listened 
attentively : now knitting his brow into 
absolute cords ; and now tightly press- 
ing first the upper, and then the under 
lip over each other. When the recital 
ended, he seemed to take a sudden reso- 
lution ; changed his look y all at once 
affected to laugh ; said, the thing was like 
a gypsey's fortune-telling, all a jumble of 
guess and trick ; and having completely 
dressed himself by this time, was going 
to leave the room, inviting the dismayed 
Rupert to meet him an hour hence at 
the riding-house, when as suddenly turn- 
ing back, he burst into a passion of in- 
vectives and execrations. 

From these disjointed apostrophes, his 
nephew was at no loss to gather more 
than Major Heilbrunn had told, or could 
tell him : and he besought his uncle to 
explain himself thoroughly. 

L 5 
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Colonel Roselheim's impetuosity, if 
not his good sense, never alld^ed him to 
give half confidences ; and flinging him- 
self down upon a seat, he now more 
deliberately confirmed whatever Rupert 
suspected ; adding the only part which 
yet wanted confirmation, and which the 
latter dreaded riiost to hear. 

He confessed, that ashamed of having 
given any man a blow, without giving 
him also the opportunity of avenging it, 
he had found means privately to offer 
satisfaction to Count Rothweil, which 
being accepted, they were to meet that 
very night, at a certain hour after mid- 
night, in an unfrequented grove, mid- 
way between their two stations ; and 
there end their quarrel by torch-light 
with their swords. 

Colonel Roselheim had put only his 
servant, he said, into his secret, through- 
out the whole transaction : he pnly was 
to accompany him: it had been settled, 
that this fellow should go privately 

S 
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out of the town before dusk, with his 
master's horse, and wait for him at a due 
distance till the hour in which it would 
be necessary for the Colonel to join him, 
and ride to the appointed rendezvous. 

Aware that there was hazard and cul- 
pability in thus quitting his post for a 
personal quarrel, Colonel Roselheim had 
demanded Count RothweiPs promise to 
keep the affair secret : it being suflScient 
for the latter's honour, that tlie custom- 
ary satisfaction would be rendered him 
before one of the officers that had wit- 
nessed the affront, who might report it 
hereafter to Major Heilbrunn. The last- 
named officer could not be present, as the 
town would then be left without a protec* 
tor. Between Count Roth weil therefore, 
and Colonel Roselheim's servant, the 
treachery must lie. Rothweii bore a fair 
reputation; his name had never been 
mentioned by the Bavarian soldiers when 
discussing their scheme j and the very 
fact of the regiments destined for the 

L 6 
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stratagem/ being a part of the. force in 
Bavaria, . seemed to renfiove the suspicion 
fi*om one that belonged to that of die 
Archduke, on a different frontier. 
: l>]^ot only Rupert, but the Colonel him- 
self, felt instant conviction that Lodowick 
was the traitor. 

■ Without woun^ding his uncle by any 
fruitless remark upon his blameable con- 
duct to Count Rothweil, Rupert express- 
ed his deep concern at the probable con- 
sequences of it ; convinced as he was, 
that some scheme was on foot by the 
enemy which might create the most dis- 
astrous confusion, were it to take place 
during the ^unauthorised absence of the 
commanding officer, the second in com- 
mand being ignorant of that absence. 
lie spoke of privately seizing and ques- 
tioning Lodowick, ai>d renouncing the 
rendezvous with Count Rothweil alto- 
gether, as a positive breach of public duty. 
To renounce the appointment. Colonel 
Roselheim said, was not to be heard of. 

4 
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Rupert then besought permission to go 
in his stead and meet Count Rothweil; 
Bot for the mad purpose, he owned, of 
exposing his own life ; but in the hope 
of conciliating, or at least of postponing 
this fatal rencontre, until a time of truce. 
To speak of postponing any matter to 
Colonel Roselheim, whereby his courage 
might be questioned, was speaking to the 
whirlwind. He might have replied to 
Rupert^s reasonings and entreaties in the 
words of the poet : — • 

** Why thus 
Address thy pn^ers to me ! — < th' assailing wave 
Moves not the rock i" 

In a stern, rather than an an^ry tone, he 
commanded his nephew to silence on 
that topic, adding, " Meet him I will, i^^— 
If you choose to go with me, boy, you 
shall have no cause to hang down yoiir 
head for me afterwards. — I care for 
nothing, except this plaguy trick of the 
enemy : let's hear that part of your story 
again." 
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Rupert repeated the story ; and as the 
uncle and nephew weighed every particu- 
lar more narrowly, both became con- 
vinced that the traitorous information 
was solely the work of the former's 
trusted servant. Several slighter proofs, 
of less important things known or dis- 
covered by the enemy in former periods, 
rose to confirm this suspicion : and as 
Colonel Roselheim admitted this strong 
evidence, Rupert was surprised to see 
him remaining where he was, and not 
rushing out, as he expected, with mad 
imprudence, to accuse the traitor pub- 
licly, and so betray his own secret. 

The degree of this man's guilt was 
a secondary concern just now ; Rupert^s 
chief concern was to divert his uncle 
from the purpose of meeting Count 
Rothweil ; and in the hope of doing so, 
hte once more placed before him, the 
scandal of being found off his post, should 
the Bavarians attempt, much less suc- 
ceed, in a surprise. 
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Colonel Roselheim saw the danger he 
ran : but of two disgraces, the one posi'- 
tive, the other doubtful, (nay, he afiected 
to believe impossible,) he found himself 
resolved to avoid the first. No man 
should ever be able, he said, to brand 
him for a cdward ; and what he should be 
called^ if the town sulfFered harm through 
his hot-headedness, he would not enquire 
too curiously at this juncture. If Ru- 
pert chose to assist him, in- making pro- 
per dispositions for having the enemy 
well-received, in case the vaunted at- 
tempt were made ; and if he chose after- 
wards to go and see how he acquitted 
himself to Count Rothweil, he would 
take both acts as a kindness ; ^but if the 
former feared to lose any of his own cre- 
dit by either, in God's name let him 
stay away. 

With a brimming eye and a fuller 
heart, Rupert squeezed his nucleus hand 
^t this ; and after a moment's deep breath- 
ing, said earnestly " If I could have per- 
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suaded you to give up this fatal business^ 
my dear unde, I should have taken it as 
the greatest proof you could ever have 
given me, of your valued afiection ; as 
it is, your fate is mine. I go with you 
to-night. 

Colonel Roselheim embraced him. 
** A plague on my hastiness !" exclaim- 
ed he, " if you had been by when 
that stiff coxcomb first provoked me, 
as you were when that other young 
fellow flamed up, it would not have come 
to this. Why the devil do I always put 
myself in fault ? A blow no man can 
forgive, till he has given a cut or thrust 
in return." 

The necessary steps to be taken, by 
way of providing against a surprize of 
the town, even by the most ingenious 
stratagem, were now canvassed. Rupert 
suggested calling in a few companies of 
foot that were scattered about among 
the villages, and advised their entry to 
be made in loose parties, at different in- 
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tervalS) not to attract attention^ and aller 
Lodowick should be gone out of it with 
his master and Rupert's horses. Some 
cavalry might Jye procured also^ by ap- 
plication to another Swedish quarter, 
and if these were stationed in a wood on 
the Franconian side of the to^n, they 
would be ready either to fall upon the 
rear of the enemy, cutting off his retreat, 
if he failed of making good an entrance; 
or they might intercept the troop that 
was to advance afterwards to his support. 
Friendly cavalry, so posted, would have 
a double use : as Kupert thought, that 
if treachery were meditated by CouDt 
Rothweil, as well as by Lodowick, and a 
party of Imperialistsr were employed tocut 
offhis.uncle's return, a little hard riding 
would bring him within reach of their 
own dragoons ; and if a signal and an- 
swering signal were previously concerted, 
he might put himself at their head, and 
when he re-appeared with thein in the 
town, make his temporary absence, seem 
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only a part of the well-laid scheme by 
which that of the Bavarians was frus- 
trated. 

Doubling of guards at the barriers, en- 
larging the horse-patrole, distributing a 
greater quantity of amtnunition, all these 
things Colonel Roselheim knew the ne- 
cessity of having done at the proper time ; 
and the necessity, therefore, of letting 
Major Heilbrunn into the secret. The 
Major then was sumrmoned; the con- , 
fidence given, the responsibility accept- 
ed : signals were iSxed on i and a pass- 
word settled, which was to re-admit 
Colonel Roselheira, disguised as he must 
be going out, together wibh Rupert, at 
the Suabian entrance of the town. 

Soon after^ having thus arranged every 
thing, and given the word of a soldier 
to bury the transaction for ever in his 
own breast, Major Heilbrunn zealously 
endeavoiu-ed to dissuade his superior 
from a project so fraught with evil j but 
Colonel Roselheim was deaf to.remon- 
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strance; and dismissing the Major, 
though in his kindest manner, hastened 
out with Rupert to reconnoitre the 
weakest parts of the place. 

To turn the threatened evil into a bril- 
liant success was assuredly desirable, and 
as, there was nothing to be apprehended 
from a surprise, when it was foreseen, it 
formed therefore no part of Colonel 
Roselheim's plan to induce the«nemy to 
abandon it, by stewing that it was 
foreseen. 

Rupert had no soonert terminated his 
share in the consultations with his uncle 
and Major Hjeiibtunti, thati borrowing 
one of the latter*s swiftest 'hoi'ses, he 

rode almost withbutinti^n^^^^n, at full 

' . ... 

speed, to Donawefrfr, -^ here he went im- 
mediately to the eotnnfifahdelr^in. chief, 
reported the acquiescence of General 
Konigsmark in the plan for opehing the 
coming year ; and pleading the necessity 
of returning, arflet stfih long absence 
from his troop in the town where his 
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uncle commanded } and hinting at pri- 
vate business there^ quickly received his 
cong^f and got back just after sunset. 

The whole day^ indeed, passed in such 
excessive activity and occupation of 
mind, that it was not until he found him- 
self at midnight beyond the last barrier 
of the town^ walking swiftly towards the 
spot where Lodowick was waiting with 
the horses^ that he had leisure to think of 
the actual aim of all this movements 

As though the subject had^ been un- 
noticed by him till this very moment, 
it appalled him now with a species of 
shock. He was accompanying bis uncle, 
he knew, to a scene of death; either he 
or his antagonist would most likely fall ; 
and if his uncle preserved his life through 
that peril, it might be only to lose it tlie 
next hour, amid the uproar of the attack 
upon the town. What was to be his own 
fate, throughout, Rupert stayed not to 
enquire; but the imagined fall of his 
good uncle was a misfortune of such 
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magnitude to him, in many points of view^ 
that as if rousing from the stupor occa- 
sioned by some drug or philtre, andamazed 
at himself £br not urging his arguments 
more persuasively than he fancied he 
had yet done, he rode his horse close up 
to his uncle's side, (for they were now 
mounted, and Lodowick, riding at a 
short distance behind,) and suddenly 
broke in upon his meditations, by a re- 
newal of all that he had vainly urged 
during the day, and to which the greater 
awe of his soul gave additional energy. 

There is ho man, however eminent for 
wisdom and virtue, especially in the first 
years of njianhood, that rises completely 
above the level of the times he lives in : 
the extensive ramifications of Christian 
duty, and the consequent sinfulness of 
duelling, were not as distinctly ^ascer- 
tained then, as they are now ; Rupert, 
therefore, had only the abhorrence to 
that practice, of a man naturally gentle 
an,d avjEirse tp blood; he .was taught the 
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creed of a soldier on that subject; and 
acknowledging, that after giving a brave 
man a blow^ his uncle must either give 
that man the usual satisfaction, or con- 
fess his fault, he now endeavoured 1;o per- 
suade him to the last step, enforcing with 
mucli eloquence, the true magnanimity 
of confes3ii)g error^ when conscious of 
having ofiended; observing, that of all 
men his uncle might do this with the 
^eatest security,, as his personal cou< 
rage was established by far nobler actions 
thaj) drawing. his sword in a private quar- 
rel. Rupert then mentioned his mother, 
in a way that he hoped nught movehis 
auditor : but the Colonel only drew a 
long breath, , something between a sigh 
and a groan, wished that he had married 
in his youth such a woman as she, and 
bidding him sp^ak no more of her, added, 
" JMy mind is fixed, I tell you, Sir ! wailt 
till the play is done. 1 thank, you, 1m)w- 
ever, whatever happens; if I fall, do 
you hear, ride back, and dispute the last 
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foot of ground in the town — do you 
make a name for yourself, though it cost 
yoii your life to boot — and hark you, 
Rupert, dispose bf that scoundrel by the 
way.** 

The last words were spoken in a still 
lower tone than the indistinct grumbling, 
one, with, which the first were said, llu- 
pert understood from them, that his qncle 
meant not to let his servant escape, when 
once he was assured of his guilt, by the 
signal which was to announce the attempt 
upon the town --- and he coi|ld not wish 
that he should ; but it was impossible for 
Rupert to giy^ tlie horrid promise of 
being his executioner.. . Th^ latter now 
and then looked b^ck at the fellow as 
they advanced) and saw him riding stu- 
pidly forwards, with his head hanging 
down, revolviqgj perhaps^ his own guilt* 
and half repenti)9g its probable conse- 
quences to his hastybut kind master. 
» As Rupert retreated, shuddering with- 
in himself^ from these occ^sioBal glances. 
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and imagined the comparatively few 
pieces of gold for which this man was 
bartering so many lives as were likely to 
fall in this night's enterprise, he shuddered 
again, to think how often the immor-^ 
tal soul is thus sold for ^< a mess of pot- 
tage ;'* an eternity of happiness, for a 
moment of earthly gratification ! 

After the sombre ride of an hour, the 
horsemen turning off towards a glen, 
came in sight of the grove appointed by 
Count Rothweil. It was a dismal scene 
^ough; for the trees were principally 
firs, that grew very high above, and fea- 
thered to the very ground below : a cir- 
cle of black thorn skirted them ; and 
girt in the grove, as if to mark it for the 
haunt of witches, or accursed spirits. 
The night was muffled and gloomy, 
as the persons met to increase its mourn- 
fulness; and every thing was so still, 
that even the melancholy winter wind 
would have been more cheerful, thaq 
such sepulchral repose^ 
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Count Rothweil was already there with 
his second, and servant, all standing 
wrapt in their large military cloaks. The 
office not only of his servant but of Colo- 
nel Roselheim's was to hold the huge 
torches which were to light their masters 
to the work of death. 

A few words of cold and constrained 
civility passed between the principals of 
this affair : the servants then shook their 
torches into a strong blaze, the seconds 
settled the usual punctilios of such meet- 
ings^ and fell silently back. 

At that moment, Rupert felt a certain 
conviction that his uncle would fall : — 
the sentence of his own death could 
scarcely have caused him such a pang. . 

Count Rothweil now observed that the 
steel of his adversary's weapon as the 
latter drew it forth, seemed pecu- 
liarly finely tempered : the Colonel im- 
mediately insisted upon exchanging 
swords : this the other more civilly de- 
clined; but accepted the advantage of 
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the first attack. He made it dexterously 
and earnestly: Colonel Roselheim de- 
fended himself temperately ; and after a 
thrust or two from his opponent, it 
was evident less car^ully, confining him- 
aelf to parrying, without returning the 
lunges. 

Count Rothweii noticed this, and as 
he made anqther thrust at him which en- 
tered his left side and drew blood, called 
pettishly on him to fight more in ear- 
nest. 

The Colonel new drew back, and en- 
quiring whether his enemy had received 
sufficient satisfactioi^, merely put his hand- 
kerchief between his waistcoat and the 
wound, while aw«aiting the answer. 

Rothweii*^ second now took upon him 
to pronounce the satisfaction complete ; 
bis principal confirmed the declaration by 
a bend of the head : upon which Colonel 
IH'Oaelheim believing his character as a 
brave man j^aced beyond doubt, made 
a bluat confession of coneern at the afV 
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front be l^id put upon a gallant soldier^ 
and demanded pardon for it^ 

Count Rothweil aeemed astonished;, 
certainly not disagreeably so: and in 
granting it with a tolerable graces took 
care not to insist upooi an avowal of con« 
trition for the o£fence which preceded it, 
that of branding his fair relative with 
opprobrium. He left that perhaps, to 
balance his own gross i^pellation of apos-* 
tate ; and touching his hat to the irank^ 
hearted Colonel, confessed he was per- 
fectly satisfied, and hoped that his sword 
had not proved keener than be imagined. 

While the Austtiaa pttty were pre^ 
paring for departure, Jftupert, as if 
scarcely awakened alter a painful dream, 
90 surprised and rejoiced was he at this 
unexpected ' termiiiation of a meeting 
which he feared would cost on^ or both 
of them bis life, now hastened to ex- 
amine his uncle's wound, which had 
begun to bleed pretty pieniifully. *Lada- 
wick showed the greatest MXiety tO; asr 

M 2 



$44 THE VILLAGE 

sist in stanching it; and although his 
master declared it merely in the muscles 
of the side, and stanchable with an ad- 
ditional handkerchief, and a sash well 
tightened, the man persisted in recom- 
mending him to retire to a cottage, the 
owner of which he knew, and there have 
it leisurely examined, and securely bound 
up. 

^ Colonel Roselheim merely cried pshaw ! 
with a more passionate movement of the 
head than ordinary, exchanging a look 
with Rupert, which spoke what he 
thought of this officiousness. While the 
latter was bandaging his uncle's side, and 
the other gentlemen riding off, he re- 
marked Lodowick's eyes perpetually 
turning towards that quarter where it 
was barely possible he might descry the 
'^;^ . white token of his accomplice's success. 
The fellow seemed unusually slow, or 
clumsy in making the horses ready for 
their riders : Rupert therefore, pushing 
him aside, helped his uncle to his saddle, 
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and snatching the bridle of his own horse 
from the lingering fingers of Lodowick, 
was just mounting, when the alarm bell 
ringing from the town, confirmed the 
truth of his Suabian friend. 

At the loud sound of that bell. Colonel 
Roselheim started up erect in his stir- 
rups, and exclaiming — " Treacherous 
scoundrel V* shot Lodowick dead at his 
feet. 

Rupert had but a moment for amaize- 
ment and horror^ his uncle was already 
at full speed : he sprang upon his saddle, 
and istriking his spurs into his horse's 
sides, followed with a velocity which 
quickly brought him up with the Co- 
lonel. 

The 'cavalry stationed so judiciously 
in the wood, roused by the same signal, 
were now thundering along in the same 
direction. The only light in the sky, was 
that afforded by a few stars, which ap- 
f&txed through rifts of the clouds, so 
that the men and horses were seen im- 
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perfectly; but Rupert could not doubt, 
they were their own friends : he waved 
\n$ hdt^ M be gallopped up to them, and 
exchanged thepaokvordls. Having pushed 
before his uncle* whc»e aim was not to 
be known till they should get within 
the barriers of ti»B town, Rupert pro* 
daimed himsdf : the troopers repeated 
bis name with an animated shout ; and 
following his impetuous lead, they swept 
wkb him into the Suabian gate, which 
opened at bis signal } and passing down 
the main 8treet» directed by the sound of 
incessant firing* and the shouts of mo* 
mentary triuaipht be plunged at once 
into the thick of a desperate fight. 

In concerting and executing thia en« 
terprue, the Bavarians had copied the 
well*knowa stratagem of Duke Bernard, 
so successful up<m the city of Manheim ; 
a body of their horse came thundering at 
the gate, tumultuously calling out, that 
they were a party of Swedes, broken by 
the Imperiaitsts, and demanding admit- 
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tance. As at Manheim, the gates flew 
open to these feigned friends ; but here 
they closed behind them immediately on 
their entrance* Instead of deserted 
streets and a few sleeping sentinels, the 
Bavarians were all at once assaulted by 
a compact body of pikemen, and saluted 
from the windows of the houses .by a 
volley of shot* So unexpected a recep- 
tion staggered the stoutest heart sunongst 
them, and for a while they gave way be* 
fore the ardour of the garrison i but their 
officersfp animated by the very despera* 
tion of their circumstances, endeavoured 
to rally themj and paraUze their adver- 
saries, by calUng out, that the com- 
mandant of the place was absentt This 
effort was succwsful; and the Imperi- 
alists were furiously charging forward, 
some endeavouring to gain possession of 
the gate to fi[>rce it open for the entrance 
of their party vainly clamouring with- 
out, when the appearance of aiK>ther and 
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more formidable body of horse bearing 
down upon them, with Colonel RoseU 
heim himself at their head, finished their 
confusion. Some fled ; some threw down 
their arms; a few made a desperate 
stand; but the greater part delivered 
themselves up as prisoners, yielding their 
horses and arms, a rich spoil to their 
captors* 

^ Thus terminated an afiair which might 
have had the most disgraceful conse- 
quences io the commandant's military 
fortune, and the most disastrous ones to 
the inhabitants of the town. Rupert, 
whom the stream of fight had hurried in a 
different direction from his uncle, and 
who, after the fortune of the town was 
decided, instead of seeding booty, or se- 
curing individual prisoners, solely oc- 
cupied himself in stopping the effusion of 
blood, was returning through the dusky 
streets, to where he had last seen his 
uncle, when he was stopt by a man out 
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of breath, that was coining in search of 
him. The man's manner told his errand 
ere he spoke. 

Having indiscreetly exposed himselfi 
by throwing off his hat, and repeatedly 
shouting his name, with the purpose of 
demonstrating his actual presence, Cq- 
lonel Roselheim had become an easy 
mark for the enemy, and had fallen, 
mortally wounded, towards the end of 
the encounter. Anxious to see his ne*- 
phew, if possible, before he died, he 
had dispatched several persons in quest of 
him, and would not suffer himself to be 
moved further than a few paces from 
the place where he fell, lest the motion 
might hasten his death, and deprive him 
of this last satisfaction, 

Rupert asked but one question — 
" Where his uncle was ?" and being told 
where, ran direct to the town-hall. 

He made his way, without difficulty, 
through the crowd of soldiers and town's- 
people in the market-place, for they parted 
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At the Mund of his agitated voices and 
hunyii^ into the opensquare of the town- 
hall, called the Exchange, saw, bf the 
light of a single flambeau^ his dying 
nnde, supported in the arms of Ma- 
jor Heilbrunn, and of one of his old 
soldiers. 

There were several other pennns in the 
place, more ot less aflfectedy according 
to their degree of interest in the suf«> 
ftrer ; but Rupert saw only this single 
groupe. 

The C<donel smiled at sight of him ; 
and, as bis heart-struck nephew threw 
himself upon the ground, where the 
others were supporting him on their 
knees, -^ exclaiming^ *<0, lA me hold 
him !'' he smiled aftore kindly again, and 
said, at gasping intervals, ** Aye, let me 
die on his breast -~ the best — the truest 
— the bravest ■ ■■ .^ The fluttering 
soul took wing with these afiectionate 
and affecting words; words, which 
Rupert oflen soothed ins grief with^ in 
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alter years ; byt at {uresent he knew not 
that they were the last Colonel Rosel- 
heiffivwould speak ; he mistook the im- 
mediate stillness which followed them 
for temporary exhaustion j and almost 
a&aid that the very heavings of his own 
heart must be painful to the suffereri re- 
puted that he had so rashly removed 
him &om a calmer support. 

Quenching his fast*dropping tears, as 
well as he couldt yet finding that they 
fell the faster for that effort, from his 
cheek to his uncle's head, he besought 
him to forgive such weakness; then 
bending down his face, he applied his 
lips to the wounded, man's forehead : its 
chilling touch, made Him recoil. 

" What, is he dead ! *' he exclaimed 
with a voice that made every one thrill : 
no one replied. His own immediate 
shivering agony of conviction, was all the 
answer he received. ^ 
, « He has fallen nobly j -- died hap- 

M 6 
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pilyj'* Major Heilbrunn at length ob- 
served. 

Rupert felt the comfort these ^prds 
were meant to -imply j and locking the 
lifeless body he yet supp6fted, in such 
an embrace as might have crushed it but 
a moment before, he whispered some- 
thing to Major Heilbrunn, and resigning 
it to him, hastened to find some shelter- 
ing place for his gushing sorrow. 

By the time Rupert returned, the sol- 
diers had formed a bier of their arms and 
cloaks, and the Colonel's body covered 
with his own cloak, was lying on it, wait- 
ing his nephew's re-appearance. Draw- 
ing his hat over his eyes — though there 
was little light to show his emotion — 
and bending his head to the question of 
Major Heilbrunn, he motioned for the 
men to take up their sad burthen. 

On reaching the house, which as com- 
mandant, Colont:l Roselheim had occu- 
pied, but which now devolved upon the 
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next in authority, he saw the body laid 
decently upon a bed; and dismissing 
those that brought it, with a thanking 
pressure of the hand to >each, conversed 
a while with Major Heilbrunn. 
• His heart not only yearned for the 
freedom of relieving itself with one who 
knew the secret aggravation of his grief, 
but languished to hear all that his uncle 
had said, between the interval of his fall 
and his' death. 

Major Heilbrunn. carefully related 
every particular : by which Rupert be- 
came assured that the most prompt as- 
sistance had been rendered, and that his 
uncle had died satisfied with having 
bravely redeemed his fault of temporary 
absence. The affair bad indeed ended 
brilliantly, as it is called ; but it would 
never have been, and Colonel Roselheim 
would not now be lying a bleeding corpse, 
had not his own rashness and obstinacy 
offered the enemy the temptation of try- 
ing a sui'prise. 
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Major HeObrunn observed, that every 
one in the garrison believed then* com* 
mandant's absence, only a part of his 
masterly provision fof counteracting the 
stratagem ; and Rupert, who would have 
blushed to preserve such undeserved reput- 
ation for himself^ yielded to human BfEdC* 
tion and reverence for the dead, and 
with an embarrassed sigh, said, he was 
. glad it was thought so. 

Two or three kind messages to him- 
self^ from his uncle, were repeated by 
the worthy Major. They were princi- 
padly assurances of the most cordial ap- 
probation of him, in every point of view; 
and thanks for his advice and assistance 
on the late occasion: to these, were 
added a comforting intimation that the 
dying man was more mindAil of his soul, 
than his imperSsct conduct, growing out 
of his imperfect reasoning faculty, ever 
gave his friends reason to suppose. ^ 

Having listened to these details, with 
gleams of satisfaction, occasionally ap- 
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pearing through the mouraiul expression 
of his features, Kupert gave Major HeiU 
brunn the permission which the latter 
consideratdy soi^ht, of taking upon him- 
self the performance of certain melan- 
choly ceremonials, aDd repeating his 
thanks, took leave of him for a time. 

Rupert spent the few remaining hours 
till full day, alone, by the side of his 
dead uncle. 

The meditations which occupied him 
m that solemn chamber, were as awful 
as mournfuL His poor uncle lay before 
him, a victim, alike to his own infirmity, 
and to the treachery of another: that 
other had already paid the forfeit of life 
also; Rupert had lost a kind relative, and 
his mother the most sealous, if not the 
most judicious of her friends •—> alas ! in 
some degree Colonel Roselheim's death 
was attributable to that zeal for ha* 
cause ! -— as Rupert fiuicied her grief on 
this occasion, other causes of regret pre- 
sestod themselves ; and with a pang of 
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dismay, which only a moment before 
he would have believed it impossible for 
him to have felt for any wordly consider- 
ation, he saw at a glance the double 
calamity of this loss, to her. Half her 
means of decent support ended with the 
life of this aflFectionate friend. How was 
Rupert to supply the deficiency ? he 
looked at the pale face that lay motion- 
less on the bed from which it had so 
often arisen with life and activity — his 
own cheek well nigh as ghastly — and he 
felt the misery of thus uniting two such 
jarring thoughts, as the concerns of this 
world, with the solemn interests of 
another. 

But again the grievous reflection pressed 
tm him : his mother's benefactor was 
actually gone, and she was left hence- 
forth to her son's poor means, and soli- 
tary exertions. Good God! — if the 
same chance of ivar were to remove him 
also ! — Rupert ventured not to look a 
second time into possible futurity; but 
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addressing himself more earnestly and 
deliberately to the gracious Being he had 
before only momentarily apostrophised, 
he found that it was possible to " cast 
his cares upon Him/' and be at peace. 
According to previous arrangement with 
Major Heilbrunn, who thought some 
painful circumstances better executed 
when the nephew of the deceased was 
removed from witnessing them, noon 
saw Rupert on his horse again ; pursuing 
his way to Donawert ; charged with the 
double duty of relating the fortunate cap- 
ture of so many prisoners as were taken 
in the fruitless attack upon the town, and 
the lamented loss of its commandant. 

General Wrangel heard the one ac- 
count with animation j and the other 
with the indifference of a man, in whose 
eyes mere valour is a cheap commodity ; 
the individual possessor of it, little more 
considered than a good sword-blade. 
He attempted a compliment of condo- 
lence in a few common places about the 
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fate of war, the age of the fallen 
veteran, &c«, and making Rupert the 
bearer of Major Hielbrunn's nomination 
to the command of the town, gave him 
his assurance that the troop he belonged 
to should continue there, unless absolute 
necessity demanded its recall { and then 
intimated that he might return. 

It may be supposed that Rupert lost 
no time in availing himself of this per- 
mission. 

All the gratifications of well-earned 
praise, (for General Wrangel had admi- 
ringly reverted to the able execution of 
his secret commission,) even the better 
suffrage of his own consciousness that be 
deserved these praises, were withered and 
abortive joys to Rupert at the present 
season. £yery hour that passed over his 
head in solitary communion with the past, 
made him more sensible to the true affec- 
tion he bore his uncle, and to the deep 
desolation which the lo6S of that generous 
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relative would prove to bis mother. Had 
Rupert's hardier companions encountered 
him on the way as he rode from Donawert, 
they would have jestedt or marvelled per-^ 
hi43s at seeing the tears coursing down 
his cheeks, increasing as they flowed. 

Major Heilbrunn had lost no time 
during Rupert's short absence, in prepar- 
ing every respectful attention for the 
i:emains of his early friend. 

The usual period elapsed» the usual 
ceremcmies were peribrmed with more 
than ordinary sincerity by many of the 
assistants; and Rupert returned from 
seeing the cold clay so lately animated 
with life and kindness, laid at rest in 
the earth, till ^* all that sleep shall be 
awakened.'* 

The solemn and affecting ceremonial 
of a military funeral^ with its melancholy 
music of muffled drums and wailing fifes, 
with its deeper but more awing sound of 
volleys fired above the grave, like low 
and warning thundars -« these local cir. 
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Cumstances impressed all who witnessed 
them ; and in the emotion they excited, 
Rupert had several sympathizers; but he 
had other sad and solemn feelings, of 
which he had no partaken His heart, 
indeed, was lonely now, even amongst 
many friendly ones : thoughts and fore- 
bodings oppressed it, which he could im- 
part to none of the sympathizing crowd' 
around ; these belonged to his mother, to 
his own ineffectually smothered hopes and 
wishes with regard to Meeta, to the secret 
of their mutual poverty, and the respect 
with which he must sorrow for his father's 
transgressions. 

Returning after the funeral. Major 
Heilbrunn presented him with a scrap 
of paper found in Colonel Roselheim's 
pocket, which he did not deem it neces- 
sary to give sooner. It was entitled his 
will, fairly signed and witnessed, and 
dated the morning previous to his death. 

In this paper a few lines suflSced to say, 
that the writer desired all the little pro^ 
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perty he might die possessed of, to be 
sold, and the sum thus raised to be sent 
into Holland to his excellent sisteNn-law 
Henrietta Roselheim, n^ Baroness Stol- 
zenau. From this sale, his sword was to 
be excepted, and that be bequeathed to 
his nephew Rupert, as a proof of his af- 
fection ; because the latter had one day 
asked him for it. How well did Rupert 
remember that day, and the little infir- 
mity of humour, which this sincere com- 
pliment was meant to sooth ! He left him 
his hearty blessing also ; and to Rupert's 
father, he left his prayers that God 
might grant him repentance. This me- 
morandum was open, showing the writer's 
careless, frank character, and concluded 
with saying that he had lived and meant 
to die in the true Protestant faith. 

Many a salt tear of Rupert's, washed 
this scrawled paper ; and when the sale 
of his uncle's property afterwards took 
place, his anguish of mind nearly amount- 
ed to distraction. The money arising 
from such a sale was destined for his 
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mother's use ; it was all she would ever 
more receive from that kind friend ; as 
such, every florin of it was sacred : and 
as Rupert, therefore^ saw the difierent 
pieces of his uncle's armour and military 
equipage, his horse's furniture, nay that 
horse itself r^stered for a price, he was 
ready to curse the fate which staked him 
down to penury, and thus forced him to 
the endurance of what seemed a scandal 
alike to the living and the dead. 

The last sacrifice was one be could not 
see accomplished ; even Marshal Tor- 
stenson's present, was nothing in the ba- 
lance with the faithful animal which had 
carried his uncle through so many battles, 
which had borne him bravely through the 
glory of his death^cene^ and which Ru- 
pert had last beheld following his master's 
body to the grave. A previous arrange- 
ment with the purdhaser of this horse, 
enabled Rupert to exchange his own 
finer animal, for one sanctified by so many 
remembrances. With tints and the sword, 
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he I endeavoured to forget that other men 
would wear and use, memorials of his 
kind relative, without one tributary sigh 
to his memory while doing so. 

It was now that he felt in its fullest 
force the separation from Aremberg, 
That dear friend's unprompted similarity 
of feeling, would on this occasion have 
saved him much of the grief and humili- 
ation he experienced in seeing the most 
trifling as well as the most valuable article 
of his uncle's property exposed to un- 
feeling barter. On an occasion like this, 
Rupert would have thrown himself freely, 
gladly into the arms of his friendship ; 
but Aremberg was far away; and the 
movements of military bodies too sudden, 
for an application to reach him in proper 
time. 

The vision of Count Rhinegravestein 
passed before Rupert, as that of his friend 
was dismissed. First, be thought of his 
father commanding all the pomps and 
pleasure of the world, contrasted with 
his son, whose vain longing could not 
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spread the shroud of one poor tribute^ 
above the remains of a first benefactor : 
and then he saw him in a truer vision^ 
wringing his hands in solitary wretched- 
ness, (after the gaudy crowds were gone,) 
over the memory of his estranged bro- 
ther; coveting with distempered sensi- 
bility, what wealth could no longer pur- 
chase, the first possession of what lost all 
its sacredness, after it had become the 
purchase of others. 

Thus it was doomed that Rupert^s 
cup of grief i should be filled by many 
springs, ^ ^ 

By degrees, however, he derived com- 
fort from the share he had had in the pre- 
servation of his uncle's good name ; and 
he was confident that a similar con- 
viction had spoken peace to the parting 
soul itself. The death of Lodowick, 
whom no one had enquired after, lefl the 
secret of his poor uncle's indiscretion (at 
least among the Swedes), solely confined 

to his breast, :^nd to that <^ Major fieil- 

16 
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brunn ; and the latter, with a generosity 
that did him honour, (having no tie of 
blood to influence him,) evinced as sin^ 
cere a pleasure at the consequent credit 
which devolved upon the late Com- 
9iandant's memory, as Rupert could do 
himself* 

All this was soothing; yet nothing 
could extract the sting of being certaia 
that his mother must henceforth depend 
upon his slender pay, and slender prize- 
money, (for Rupert had not the war- 
talent of enriching himself,) for those 
necessaries of life -* alas ! he dare no 
longer think of comforts for her-r— which 
his uncle's annual kindness used to place 
within her reach. 

When the whole amount of Colonel 
Roselheim's little property was gathered 
in, and put in a way of transmission 
to Holland, Rupert had the melancholy 
t^sk of relating bis death, stripped of 
the circumstances which embittered it to 
hinu»elff and Major Heilbrunn, and of 
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tb6 one which would have given it the 
force of a poisoned arrow to his mother^ 
in a letter to her at Mariendorpt* The 
contents of such a letter it is needless to 
dwell upon. 

He wrote also to Marshal Torstenson^ 
to confess the sacrifice he had been 
obliged to make ; though not very dis- 
tinctly explaining why it was so. In the 
same letter he took occasion to repeat 
his thanks for all the Marshal's marks 
of favour, especially for his faivourable 
mention of him to General Konigsmark^ 
and his flattering invitation into Pome- 
rania. Peace alone, could enable Rupeit 
to avail himself of the last kindness ; and 
he ventured to say, that it would console 
him for such a termination of his mili- 
tary prospects, to indulge in the hope of 
seeing his early patron once more. 

As our hero contemplated the proba- 
bility of his making such a visit, at no 
remote period, a sudden hope crossed 
him, that perhaps it might conduce to 
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bis ibrtiin^ ip another way } and that 
aixiong the numerous civil or military 
situations in the gift of the governor of 
a larg^, prpvince, Qne of an inferior 
emolument might not be deemed above 
his d^oert* 

Rupert glowed with shame, as he re- 
marked hqw quicl^ly that . poison of so- 
Qiety* (watchfulqess to our own interest;,) 
was infusing itself into his naturally dis- 
interested character. There had been a 
time, when he would have abhorred him- 
self for thus calculating the sordidly per- 
sonal advantages of meeting an honoured 
friend : to his grateful and unstained 
soul, such a calculation would have seem- 
ed treason against- the singleness and 
purity of true affection ; but now, a 
warmer affection called, a higher duty 
than delicacy forced him to seek every 
honourable path to favour; and command- 
ed him to add to the assurance of heart- 
felt enjoyment in the presence of a more 

N 2 
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fortunate fiiend, the hope of turning his 
power and friendship to absolute profit* 

In this frame of mind, he seieded his 
letter to Marshal Torstenson : and re- 
turning to professional duties, with his 
accustomed assiduity, strove to harden 
himself to the return of those military 
pageants, in the same places where he 
bad so lately witnessed or shared in them 
with that kind uncle, 

** Who silent slept, and dreamed of yrgm no more ;** 

and whose snow-heaped grave, he saw 

hourly from the windows of his chamber^ 

'fhus closed, with Rupert, the yearl645» 
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CHAP. Vli. 

The new year greeted our hero with let* 
ters from Mariendorpt, written immedi- 
ately after receiving his account of Ju- 
lian's restoration } and though his own 
. communication, from apprehension of 
miscarriage, had necessarily been limited, 
it contained enough to speak peace to his 
mother's heart, and to give pleasure to 
that of his friend. Many, indeed, were 
Madame Ro$elheim's causes of joy : her 
son's honourable acquittal, Julian's re«ap* 
pearance, her husband's justification, and 
the solid friendship which Aremberg had 
convinced her Marshal Torstenson felt 
for her son. None of these circum- 
stances she ventured to enlarge upon, 
for the same reason which limited Ru- 

N 3 
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pert's detail of them ; but she knew that 
his heart could interpret hers, and she 
confined herself, therefore, principally to 
the news of the Parsonage, and the ihdst 
interesting of its neighbourhood. 

She assured him that the indisposition 
she was sufiering under when he left her, 
had not lasted a week ; that she and 
Meeta had returned pensively, perhaps, 
yet assiduously, to those domestic occu« 
pations which usefully exdude regrets ; 
and that having Aremberg and Mr. Van* 
derhoven restored to their social evenings, 
they lived in the fond hope of seeing all 
that had brightened the Parsonage dur- 
ing the last happy summer, collected 
under its roof again, in some period as 
happy. The anxious mother concluded 
with many an injunction to her son on 
the score of health ; and commending 
him for protection in the day of battle, 
to that God whose goodness they were 
now experiencing so sensibly, she cWs^d 
her letter. 
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There were two enclosures in this 
packet : one was in Madame Roselheitn's 
handy superscribed to Colonel Rosel- 
heim ; the other was an answer from 
Meeta to a little billet from Julian, which 
his brother had transmitted while at 
Donawert. Tears started into Rupert's 
/eyes, as he saw the first : he looked at it 
earnestly for an instant, the tears gather* 
ing faster as he did so ; then advancing 
to an open brazier which warmed the 
roonit threw it upon it, and saw it parish. 
His eyes remained fixed upon the fire, 
long after every remnant of the letter 
he would not violate, was consumed* 
His mind was full of other days. All his 
uncle's virtues were present to him, his 
failings forgotten : he contrasted the 
grateful comfort of spirit which the other 
letters he held, showed was renewing at 
Mariendorpt, with the wide desolation 
which his latest communication would 
produce ^ and he felt how vainly do We * 
joy or sorrow in a world where all is un- 

N 4 
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' certainty, where the quick reverse of 
I bUss and woe impress us with awe, but 
' perhaps never authorise us in extreme 
\ emotion of any species. 

Deeply sighing, in spite of this very 
remark, he took up the second inclosure : 
it was unsealed. When he saw who it 
eame from, such a sensation thrilled him, 
..that he felt how powerless were the 
meditations of reason, and the graspings 
0f poverty, to expel Meetafrom his heart. 
Hope, however, connected with her 
image, was expelled i and as he gazed 
upon the lines her evidently tremulous 
hand had traced,, as he fancied her 
thoughts full of him, while writing to his 
brother, he could not escape from the 
spell which fixed his eyes upon words 
that reminded him of many similar ones 
addressed to Julian, aiid looks addressing 
far dearer ones to himself. But now, 
more than ever, such recollections w^&re 
madness : they could only end in the 
destruction of all he loyed^ since nearly 
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all be loved, had the same iron lot of 
poverty as himself^ 

Rupert was going to cast the dange* 
rous billet into the same fire that had con- 
sumed his mother's to his uncle, when 
recollecting that perhaps Baron Idenstein 
might at some future period, afford him 
an opportunity of transmitting it to Ju- ' 
lian, he withdrew his* hand, and placed . 
the paper in . his breast. 

Aremberg's letter was the last Rupert 
examined: it contained details of his uncle 
and himself, gratifying to friendship; 
and it related a circumstance which 
caused him a lively throb of joy. 

Rupert had always believed that some 
testimony of his father's gratitude to 
Mr. Vanderhoven ought to be offered, 
and might be accepted by that gentle- 
man, without impropriety. Yet, what 
that offering, to a man of Mr Vander- 
hoven's wealth and plain habits,, could be, 
he guessed not. Count Rhinegravestein, 
how^yeri thought of the best and nobl^ 

N S 



'He had simply written a letter ^4iaiik9 
to the worthy merchant^ by^ tft^ jpHest 
who brought him the news i# Eather 
Joachim's death ; but had afterwafl^dsHsent 
from Munithi atid had erected in the 
chapel where the Franciscan wte bttt^d^ 
an unadorned^ yet Very striking tablet of 
fine marble, bearing an inscripdioii de* 
/ scriptive of the rare kindness of -Mr. 
Vanderhoveii to an obscure indmifaial^ 
who, as a stranger, a prisonef^ tfnd the 
professor of a different faith, had m^ dCher 
claim on benevolence than wtot^-rthe 
Christian temper of his foreign hostbe* 
^ stowed voluntarily* A tew linear of sim- 
ple narrative^ gave the hie^tory of Father 
Joachim^s character, malady, aiid deatit ; 
and the inscription endedby saying/ tb^this 
sorrowing friendrCoiint Rhinegrtfresfeein, 
erected this monument as the only = me- 
morial of esteem and gratitude wbkSi he 
|>i^umed to oflfer to thegoed SMiMJIans 
amongst Whom the deceased tod^lMlen* 
The ^en^tieh- wbi<^ 'thisi «rfb«^^^ 
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cited at Mariendqrpt, Aremberg lej^liis 
friend to imagine* It gratified every one ; 
and made some that were before unspar- 
ing in their disapprobation of Rupert^s 
and Madame Roselheim's mercy to the 
one great offender, — for such there were, 
even at kindly Mariendorpt, — inclined 
to believe that there was much to regard 
ditill in Count Rhinegravestein, therefore 
moTt to pity and to pray for. 

From this subject, Aremberg turned 
to that of those he had left at Lanter* 
bourg} (Madame Roselheim had but 
sUj^tly mentioned them^ in tenderness 
to her son's struggling preference of 
Meeta j) and Rupert smiled to observe, 
tliat his friend's shyness sometimes ex- 
tended even to himself ; for that he, who 
seemed as little inclined as he was to 
diktte upon the iqerits and charms of 
Addpha Falkenberg in conversation, 
cotidd by lett^ discuss them freely, . and 

tttigetAiemearaiestIy« It;i9 true, A^T^^* 
berg ; nev^ nao[ie4 Adolpj^a s .1)ut there 
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we various modes of designating a p^rsoi) 
without naming them, and Aremberg 
was of all men, most sensitive to any 
possible chance of compromising female 
delicacy. His letter ended with this; ex- 
pression ; — " When you understand all 
her excellence, I defy you to continue in 
the state of feeling towards her which 
you told me of, on the evening she quitted 
Mariendorpt : you will find out, at last, 
that she is a noble creature, born to di- 
vine and secure every wish of youf 
heart." 

There was but one wish of his heart, 
which Rupert thought that by discovering, 
Adolpha could act so as to prove her 
nobleness ; but then she must in fact love 
him, and have discovered that his affec- 
tions were fixed on Meeta : in that case 
her nobleness might consist in seeking to 
disguise her own preference, lest a sus- 
picion of it might enlist his mother's 
wishes on her side. If so, the res9latiop 
was heroic, and her conduct adour^le ; 
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yet how toimagine Aremberg privy to itf '' 
hQW to imagine him suspicious of the at;- 
tachment to Meeta, which Rupert, aftcit 
revealing it to his mother, had determined 
to smother within his own breast, nor 
give it the life of a second confidence ! 

Afraid of dwelling too long on h(s 
friend's enigma, lest the result should Be 
a more perfect conviction than he yet 
felt, of Adolpha Falkenberg's affection, 
Rupert forbore to pursue the enquiry*;' 
for he knew that if once he were con- 
vinced that her happiness depended upon ' 
him, pity, and gratitude, and consider- 
ations for his mother, would prompt hiitt 
to the sacrifice of the little he dared i6'' 
retain of his love for another, —the luxury' 
of thinking how happy he might haV6 
been, had Heaven decreed him only the 
humblest competency. 

But war-fields are not fit scenes for' 
tender musings : sterner and darker- 
feelings haunt their blood-stained path^^' 
and Rupert was soon hurried out of Ws 
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J. own peculiar regrets, by agitations t>fh<^6 
and fear, of triumph and disappoiiitinent, 
partaken with armed hosts. 

The campaign opened by Greneral Ko- 
nigsmark's demonstration on the sidfe^ of 
Bohemia, attracting as it was expected, 
the army of Count Rhinegravestein to that 
frontier of Bavaria. Meanwhile Turenne, 
: having succeeded in crossing the Neckar 
in the very face of the Archduke, passed 
the Danube also, and uniting with the 
force of General Wrangel, began their 
rapid march to Munich. So far success 
seemed sure, and cheaply won ; but fate 
still held the balance, and turned the 
scale. Rhinegravesteiri's eagle eye had 
penetrated the Swedish commander^s 
plans ; what the latter acquired by the 
skill of sifling secrets, the former fore- 
saw by the force of his own piercing 
judgment. Wrangel*s object was to firus- 
trate the Emperor's intention of difbwn. 
iQg his son at Prague ; Rhinegraviektein's 
was to ensure the completion of ^is im« 
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portant purpose. In this view, Iiii* 
perial regiments had silently collected 
in the south-west of the disputed king, 
dom^ awaiting the moment for action. 
Konigsmark had been allowed to enter 
it by the north-eastern part, and to pro- 
ceed unmolested in his march forwards. 
Rhinegravestein himself then hastened^ 
as if in consternation, to dispute his fur* 
ther progress, while the Archduke, fall- 
ing yet further back into Francoma, 
left the French and Swedes to hurry into 
the toils thus laid for them. Leaving his 
Bohemian army to deal with Konigs- 
mark, Rhinegravestein flew back to the 
centre of the electorate } the Archduke 
advanced with equal celerity towards the 
same point ; auxiliaries closed in with 
them from other quarters ; and in one in- 
stant their collected strength burst like a 
thunder-cloudy over the armies of Turenne 
and Wrangel. 

The contest^ renewed again and again 
on the part of . the Swedes 'with little 
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variation of fortune, only served to shovV 

» • ' 

the bravery of the men^ and the greatje- 
sources of their general : for a master- 
spirit guided the councils, and led the 
opposing army; and following the di- 
rection which his powerful genius had 
ffven them at first, every local circum- 
^n^e tended to ensure the fortune of 

. ^e Imperialists. 

.. ;■ Broken, but not destroyed j defeated, 
but not disgraced ; the troops of France 
fmd Sweden fell back upon Suabia and 
the remoter part of Franconia, with the 
noble reluctance of a wounded lion re- 

. treating from the hunters, who yet ven- 

. ture not to consummate his destruction » 
Rbiuegravestein respected that gallant 
army ; and a secret voice within him, 
called on him to spare it, for the sake of 
his son. 

When all his public duties were ac- 
quitted, he ventured to make enquiries 
after this object of constant solicitude. 
His heart, previously and sincerely 
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pained by learning the death of his 
estranged brother, was lightened of a 
worse apprehension, when he was told 
that Captain Roselheim was safe amongst 
his brother soldiers, and but slightly 
wounded. 

In the heat of the action, while obserV^i 
ing it from an eminence whence )xt 
issued his orders, as a troop of Swedish 
cavalry were seen gallantly breaking 
and scattering a body of Austrian 
cuirassiers, Rhinegravestein *was heard 
to exclaim, like our James IL, ^<* That 
charge was my son's !" The father 
spoke in that exclamation ; and those who . y 
heard it, pardoned its indiscretion. 

The baffled allies made a masterly re* •^'. 
treat. Turenne retired beyond the Da* 
nube, taking up a position along the 
course of the Neckar j and Wrangel, ne- 
cessarily evacuating all the places he had .; 
lately occupied upon the former river^* 
cantoned his troops in the country of 
Wurtzburg* 
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Konigsmark, meanwhile, checked, but 
not conquered, by the new Austrian Ge- 
neral Monticuculi, and calling the ac- 
tivity of the Bohemian mountaineers into 
action, was harassing the Imperialists, 
by a species of partizan fighting, which 
that country of steeps and hollows, ren- 
dered peculiarly effective. To quell him, 
and prevent the storm from bursting, 
which Rhinegravestein saw silently ga- 
thering again in the camps of Turenne 
and Wrangel, he exerted all his energies 
of mind and body ; lavished bounties, 
honorary rewards and promises } raised 
new levies J pledged part of his own 
. estates to guarantee their payment ; sent 
his plate and jewels to the electoral trea- 
sury i thus secured old friends, and ac- 
quired new ones ; and, finally, by so many 
splendid sacrifices and efforts, succeeded 
^ in putting his prince's dominions in such a 
, state of defence, and freeing Bohemia so 
r completely from the enemy, that Wran- 
gel was obliged to abandon his darling 
object of forcing the elector into a sepa- 
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rate peace, and hindering the coronstiioti 
of the young Archduke at Prague. 

A partial disagreement between the 
French and Swedish generals, on a matter 
of punctilio which had reference to their 
sovereign's dignity, assisted the fiavarito 
views at this juncture ; and before the 
summer of that year terminated, Wran- 
gel had the mortification of hearing that 
the prince, destined to wear the crowns 
of Hungary and Bohemia, was solemijly 
inaugurated in both capitals. Rupeft 
heard ikhis grievous news among the 
mountains of Glatz, whither Konigs- 
mark had retired, as the victorious army 
of Rhinegravestein marched froni befoi*e 
Munich into Bohemia ; clearing the path 
for their Imperial lord and his young son. 
Rupert had joined this division of the 
Swedish force, not long after that decisive 
battle ; having eagerly claimed permissidn 
to do so, when Wranget commencecV his 
' iretreat : and suffering little from the mei^e 

r ' ■ * 

' flesif wotmd he received in the last-nam^ 
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action^ found it practicable to reach a 
solitary post of Konigsmark's, which yet 
maintained itself in a defile near the 
Egra. 

Since then, he had shared the danger 
and the fortunes of that gallant band, to 
which he joined himself, and had peri- 
lously regained with them, their main 
body. 

Received with a soldier's welcome, by 
the frank-hearted Konigsmark, Rupert 
was immediately placed at the head of a 
certain number of mounted artillery, 
which forming a separate corps of itself, 
offered a young oflScer many oppor- 
tunities for displaying skill and conduct. 
In such a service Rupert particularly dis- 
tinguished himself: and could the breath 
of applause have stood in the place of 
substantial fortutte,^ or ther animation of 
continual enterprise and frequent success 
have repaid him for the loss of dearer 
hopes and holier joys, he might have 
called himself happy. But Rupert could 
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not forget the warring wishes of his 
hearty when in the struggle between 
his father's fortune and that of Greneral 
Wrangeli he had to repress the natural 
throbbing of that heart for the glory 
and safety of the very general against 
whom he fought : and he could oiot ba- 
nish from his mind that his mother had 
lost hex* means of life, and he, all right to 
remember Meeta ; still, also, the image 
of his little brother, which he suffered 
himself only to glance at during the, day, 
so painful was the suspicion of his deso« 
late grandeur, haunted his sleep, and 
awoke him, to find his pillow wet with 
his own tears. Rupert now and then 
recollected Baron Idenstein's engaging 
manners and liberal offers of friendahip, 
with a smile rather of pity than vbltter- 
ness: he compassionated that youogjBE 
man for not possessing sterling qualitieaf] 
to match the promise of his quick im- 
pressibility ; and be thought the time 
might arrive, when IdensteiOi taught by 
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spfifering in his own person^ to feel for 
others, would repent that he bad for- 
gotten so entirely, one who was born 
tQ tb^ destiny of care and disaippQint- 
nient 

Accident, however} did Idenstein jus- 
tice ; and Rupert heard from an officer 
^bom he took prisoner in a skirmish.'that 
Qaron Idenstein left Cpunt Rhinegrave« 
stein's staff, when the Bavarian troops 
went into winter quarters^ for the purpose 
of going into the Tyrol to receive %\\e 
last blessing of his mother, who liyed 
there with a second husband. Thus 
Idenstein could have nothing to relate of 
Julian ; and he stood acquitted, therefore, 
from the charge of heartless levity. 

The vicissitudes of the army, and the 
subsequent change of Rupert's situation, 
occasioned him the loss of more than one 
packet from Mariendorpt; he missed, 
therefore, the delight of knowing his 
mother's fuU sympathy with aH his feel- 
ings, sweet or sad, during the relati^d 

16 
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interview between him and Baroii Iden- 
stein on the subject of Julian's offered 
gift : but he was spared the bitterness 
of reading the expressions of her af- 
fectionate sorrow on the death of her 
kind brother-in-law. That sorrow was 
less for herself than her son, oh whotii 
dhe now fancied herself destined to hang 
the heavy trammel of perpetual poverty 
during life. Secretly determined to take 
some active steps towards releasing him 
from such a weight, by seeking some 
mode of honourable subsistence, she had 
privately consulted with Muhldenau^ 
whether any situation were attainably 
in' the diminished establishment 6f the^ 
Queen of Bohemia, to which her origin^ 
rank and many accomplishments might 
entitle her to aspire ; and for which her 
time of life and wish for no other emolu«t 
ment than a temporary provJsi<>n, espe- 
cially fitted hef. 

Elizabeth, a pensioner herself upon her 
l^ttsband's priheely uncl^, preserved yet 
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something of a court; and from the num- 
ber of her female children, was obliged 
to employ several ladies in the duty of 
educating them. Amongst them^ in any 
subordinate capacity which might still 
preserve Rupert's mother in the class 
of society to which she belonged, 
Madame Roselheim wished to employ. 
Muhldenau's influence for her enrolment* 
But when she would have done so, the 
venerable man's kindly resentment: 
stayed her arguments. 

What he, to whom she had been sa 
important a friend for fifteen years, 
what he would say on such an occasion, 
may be imagined; while vanquished 
by his affectionate upbraidings rather 
than by his reasonings, she consented: tci 
let the subject sleep for a while; until tlt^ 
events of war, or the realization of Mw< 
shal Torstenson's friendly promi8e9f fH^v, 
a peace, should enable her son to hay^, 
some share in the . decision. 

The letter ppntaiiung psrt of this detj^ijli: 

17 
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w^ lost, but one reached Rupert from 
the mslrshal, which he read with equal 
amazement and incredulity, joy and re- 
gret. It contained only these words :— 

» 
"My YOUNG Friend, 

*< I have the sincerest pleasure in tell- 
ing you that I have just forwarded to your 
mother at Mariendorpt, from the regency 
at Stockholm, anotification that thepension 
htthertb allowed to the surviving daugh- 
ter of Baron Falkenberg, who perished 
so gallantly at Magdeburgh, is henceforth 
settled upon your mother, as his niece; 
in consideration of the charitable succour 
which she afforded to so many suffering 
Protestants, during the first period of the 
Catholic persecution. The transfer hav« 
ing been made at the express desire of 
Baron Falkenberg's daughter, as an ac- 
knovi^edgment of her own family's debt 
of gratitude ; and,; as I understand that 
young lady is nobly provided for othe^. 
wiite, all I can wy upcm this oeoksdon ia^ 

VOL. IV. o 
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that I sincerely wish your mother joy of 
her deserved good fortune, and heartily 
wish yourself, both the hand and fortune 
of the young lady in question. You will 
be pleased to hear that my health mends; 
and I am continually pleased with hear- 
ing such accounts of you, as make me, 
more firmly than ever, your fast friend, 

" TORSTENSO^.**; 



. ' 



Rupert wholly forgot himself, as con- 
cluding this letter after breathlessly run^ 
ning it over, he pressed it suddenly to his 
lips, ejaculating anenergeticthanksgiving. 
Whatever might become of him, his 
mother was now safe : she might remain 
in the sweet haven of Mariendorpt fot 
life ; and so far from continuing to draw 
upon the slender means of the benevolent 
Muhldenau, it would henceforth be iii 
her power to increase his innocent gratis 
fii^ation^ extend his kindly hos{Hta}ities» 
and leave bet son free to toil oply^/or a 
c«inpeteiK:e to oi^r JMeeta« vM >1shat 
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transporting thought, Rupert felt the 
shackles taken from his subjected affec- 
tion : freed from restraint, it sprung at 
once into its original strength. But the 
license was transient } he recollected by 
whom this happiness was bestowed, and 
the glow of rapture vanished. If Adol- 
phalov^d him, could he turn her gene- 
rosity against herself? could he thus 
purchase the possession of Meeta, with 
the very heart's-blood of sq noble a rival? 
Rupert now painiiilly understood the 
meaning of Aremberg ; and equally af- 
fected with admiration of Adolpha's 
nobleness, and touched wifih the delicate 
devotedness Which would give him free« 
dom to pursue bis inclination for another^ 
if such inclination he feit^ his surprised 
heart wi^ for a while unfaithful to Meeta. 
He felt that Adolphatnerited his whole 

« • • • 

being: and he bitterly lamented that 
bet attachment had been go sfcrupulously 
guarded^ even in the earliest daysof their 
a«ciliaiiitance^ wh^ Meeta was unknowo; 

o « 
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and his inclination ready to receive any 
powerful stamp, as never to have kindled 
in his breast a single throb of invited and 
awakened sympathy. 

At first he heroically resolved to make 
his letter of thanks to Adolpha, the 
avowal of a tenderer sentiment: but 
truth, justice to her, bleeding pity for 
Meeta, and conviction of his own cling- 
ing attachment, changed his purpose, 
and with saner feelings, he determined 
to purchase the right of accepting this 
mighty obligation for his mother, by re- 
signing his own peculiar wishes^ and re- 
maining, while Adolpha was unmarried, 
the lonely being he was at this trying 
moment. Rupert had no difficulty in 
imagining Aremberg's share in this trans- 
action. He remembered certain private 
conferences between him and Madame 
Krazau, at Mariendorpt, which he had 
more than once jested him upon } and 
coupling those with his friend^s visit to 
the Swedish camp, after quitting Alsace, 
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he rightly conjectured that the idea of 
the transferred pension was conceived in 
Holland, the negociation commenced, 
sought, and obtained through Marshal 
Torstenson's interest; and the whole 
affair concluded, therefore, by the joint 
exertions of these three persons. 

The more Rupert reflected upon the 
matter, the more his tender admiration of 
Adolpha increased ; for however rational 
were the latter's expectations of a bril- 
liant provision for herself^ after Madame 
Krazau's deaths it was not certain : — 
many instances were on record, of surer 
expectations of the same sort being 
finally disappointed by caprice, or unac- 
countable neglect. Meeta'is heart would 
have died within her, perhaps, could she 
have known, at certain moments, what ' 
was passing in that of thte absent Rupert. 

Happily for his constancy, a letter half 
playful, half dejected, from Adolpha; heir- 
self, t6 her gallant cousin, fixed his tre- 
mttlou^ resolution. It felicitated Tier^^lf 

o 3 
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and him upon the success of her appli- 
cation to the Swedish regency, claiming a 
sister's right through life, in all his joys 
and sorrows, speaking of Madame Rosel- 
heim as the sole prop of her parents in 
the first year of their adversity, and of 
him as the preserver of her own worth- 
less existence. Thus, putting in her 
claim to consider ^ him like a brother, she 
frankly confessed that he must permit 
her to say, she had observed his extreme 
interest in her friend Meeta, with delight, 
and that assured of promotion in the 
army through his own merit, while the^ 
war continued, and promised an honor- 
able situation under the Governor of Po-, 
merania, when peace should be concluded, 
she prayed him, in the sincerity of true 
friendship, now that his mother was se- 
cured in respectable competence, not to 
let any fantastic notion of wealth being 
necessary for happine[ss, delay his seiz- 
ing the only certain possession on earthy 
the affection of a valuable heart* 
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Adolpha did not conclude without a 
playful request that he would not fall 
into the mistake she saw his friend Mr. 
Aremberg had done, and imagine her 
acting the heroic, and immolating her 
own secret wishes at the shrine of exalted 
devotedness, and rare friendship. She 
protested against such high claims to ad- 
miration : contenting herself witk being 
considered only as she was^ an affection- 
ate relation, duly grateful for important 
benefits, aod un&igixedly delighted when 
she could add even a mite to the deserved 
blessings of the good. 

Gaily as parts of this letter were written, 
there were others deeply tinctured with 
sadness; and touches here and thereof 
such keen sensibility, that Rupert could not 
believe its amiable writer enjoying life as 
she should do« It is true that instant 
and delightful conviction of her purely 
sisterly regard for himself, banished all 
his perplexity and irresolution concerning 
her, and at once opened the gates of hap- 

o 4 
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piness to him and Meeta ; but he felt 
that a secret and hopeless affection w^s 
preying upon her youth, withering its 
enjoyments, and tarnishing all their sweet- 
ness. It was to be feared, therefore, that 
what he had always suspected was true^ 
and that some early attachment in Den- 
mark, from which perhaps Madame 
Krazau had withdrawn her, for reasons 
he might but guess at, was under all 
Adolpha\s varieties of humour, and fan- 
cied preference for himself. Rupert had 
not that subtle vanity which would have 
prompted many men to be more firmly 
convinced that they themselves were the 
objects of her preference, from the very 
frankness which carried conviction to his 
mind, yetwhich,to their sight, might seem 
a mere ruse de gtcerre. He thought of 
Adolpha solely as a creature to be loved, 
and pitied, and admired ; and the more 
affectionately loved, since he could no 
longer reproach himself for marring her 
happiness. 
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In the glow of this feeling, he answered 
her letter J in the higher transports of 
dearer interests, he wrote to Mariendorpt: 
he wrote to re-open his heart to his' 
mother, and place its future destiny at 
her disposal. If she felt with him that 
Meeta could bound her views to the 
humble' fortune he might one day hope 
to offer her, — if she thought with him 
that it was not ungenerous to ask a crea- 
ture thus young, thus lovely, and inex- 
perienced, so to plight herself, and await 
the moment when they might without 
culpable imprudence, join their fates, — 
and if she thought that Muhldenau would 
accept him for a son, then he required 
her only to shew that letter to both those 
cherished objects: but if she thought 
otherwise, he prayed her to forget that 
he had ever written it ; leaving him to 
sufibcate his new-bom hopes and fond 
anticipations, as he might. 

Scarcely doubting the event of this 

letter, and crossed only in the black mo- 
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mente of occasional despondetvey by- the 
preposterous ^^prehensions peculiar to 
lovers, Rupert abandoned himself to a 
degree of felicity, hitherto unknown to 
him. But in proportion as his reveries 
were delicious, and hope ripened into 
impatience, active duties lost their relish, 
and he was ashamed to find how oflen he 
now unwillingly quitted his solitary ram- 
ble, or unsocial fit of thought, for enter- 
prises adapted to fix his reputation, nay, 
to increase his fortune. 

In active duties, however, the remain- 
der of the season passed away, and ano- 
ther campaign opening with another year, 
found him still in Silesia. 

Konigsraark had, by this time, ex- 
pelled the last imperial garrison from 
that country, and having possessed him- 
self of all the Gorges and commanding 
points of the Sudet mountains, was pre- 
pared to pour his troops into Bohemia^ 
whenever the favourable and precon* 
certed moffient should arrive. 

4 
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:' The Iftrt light of a Spring evening wa$ 
lingering among the clear cold clouds» 
when- the corps Rupert commanded, was 
rapidly passing over a high level of that 
mountainous region. The fresh smell of 
violets, wet with fallen dew, pressed out 
by his horse's hoofs, perfumed his sylvan 
path, reminding him of Julian, whom the 
sight and scent of that flower always re- 
called. The recollection of that dear 
brother was warm at his heart, softening 
it yet more towards their father j as 
though his infant endowments had a 
mediating power in them : when, on look<* 
ing up to see what darkened his road, he 
found himself under the steep wall of a 
square, antique building, with flanking 
towers of grey stone at each corner, and 
many a wide-stretching appendage of 
tennis-courts, riding-schools, falconries, 
&Q. (such as denoted the residenci^. of 
some ancientand splendid race,) descend* 
ing to the eastern shore of a majestie 
lake. 
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The lake itself w&s distinetly seen 
from the elevated point on which Rupert; 
stood: but a person standing on its levels 
must have confounded the high birchi 
and ash of its wooded islands, with the 
taller trees and ranker foliage of the 
shrubs that feathered its indented shores, 
and wholly excluded a view of its deep 
blue water. 

It was evident that not even a wood- 
man's hand had thinned these matted 
boughs for many a season : and if a con* 
jecture might be formed from the melan- 
chloly^aspect of the house itself, — its dis- 
mantled windows, moss-grown battle- 
ments, and grass-covered courts, it had 
not, for a much longer period, known hu* 
man inhabitant. 

« What place is this f'* asked Rupert 
hesitatingly^ struck with its solitary wild* 
nesa and faded magnificence j as check.- 
ing his horse, he found himself just be- 
fore one of its broken-do\in gateways. 
" Zeirendahl," answered a passing .pea. 

7 
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saxit. The name thrilled through Ru* 
pert'a veins : he looked up at the deso- 
late edifice, surveyed it and the lake, and 
every striking feature of the stupendous 
mountains which girt it round, with fixed 
attention ; then heaving a profound sigh» 
and closing with it a volume of sad and 
serious thought, rode on, to rejoin his 
companions. 

But ever as he entered upon some new 
site of that elevated region, the same 
lonely structure seemed to arise, once 
the residence of his fathers, now the 
sepulchre of their memory : and still those 
dark grey clouds, which were streaming 
above its shattered battlements like 
mourning banners, when he passed be-* 
neath them, appeared again in the now 
uniform sky ; and. as often, the low boom- 
ing of the bitterns among the sedgy bor- 
ders of the lake, importuned his ear, 
forcing him to contrast their melancholy 
cry, with periods when that lake danced 
to the sprightly notes of music, or carried 
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the sweeter tones of his mother^s voice oo 
its shore, to his father upon its wave. It 
was not in man, to come away from be- 
' holding the home which ought to have 
been his, without experiendng something 
of grief and resentment at the hand which 
had deprived him of it. The mingled 
blood of two ancient houses, ran in Ru- 
pert's veins, and caused his heart to swell 
as he reflected, that he whose birth en- 
tided him to inherit titles and estates from 
both his parents, was now forced to limit 
his ambition to the hope of some salaried 
situation under a foreign monarch. Yet 
as he thou^t thus, the gratifying recol- 
lection followed, that he had rejected 
this very home, when by accepting it he 
would have forfeited his own self-respeiat* 
It was too evident, that neitJier the 
first Austrian possessor of Zeirendahl, 
nor his father to whom it now belonged, 
ever approached the altered place: its 
wide desmesnes, therefore, were left at 
the mercy of some careless or interested 
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agent; atid the misery of its tenantry 
might be another! consequence of Irnpe* 
rial oppression. 

This more general reflection, growing 
out of private feeling, withdrew Rupert 
from the immediate contemplation of his 
own and his mother's wrongs j reviving 
in him that lively sense of public duty, 
which was always necessary to quiet his 
natural sensibility to suffering; a sensi- 
bility hostile to his profession, as perpe- 
tually wrought upon by the evils of war. 
He felt, that it is every man's duty to 
sacrifice his own personal feelings to be* 
nevolent purposes ; that there is but one 
step from neglecting the rights of the 
many, to opposing them; and that he 
who, in a free country, n^lects those 
rights, in a despotic country would tram- 
ple upon them. 

Thus the exile from Zeirendahl denied 
the privilege of bestowing cultivation and 
peace upon those he was bora to prot^rt^ 
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was ready to give up his peace, and to 
sbed his blood in their cause* 

Having entered Bohemia by descending 
into the circle of Koninigratz, and secur- 
ing the mountain-passes behind them, 
the Swedish division planted itself so as 
to be ready either for harassing the enemy 
by sudden and scattered attacks upon 
different points at once, or for co-oper- 
ation with their main body, should General 
Wrangel succeed in attempting the reco- 
very of all lost to the Imperialists, in that 
disputed kingdom, during the preceding 
campaign. 

Rumours of a great battle having been 
fought in the electorate of Mentz between 
the French and Bavarians, in which the 
latter were signally defeated, met General 
Koiiigsmark from several quarters j and- 
official accounts speedily confirming the 
fact, put all Rupert's heart into the intel- 
ligence. 

A battle had been fought before one of 
the strong towns in that bishopric, the 
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siege of which Turenne had undertaken, 
rather with the view of drawing Rhin^- 
gravestein to that quarter in aid of the 
timorous bishop, than with the intention 
of wasting his own time in a leaguer. 
The stratagem succeeded ; a battle was 
fought, in which Turenne had the advan- 
tage of ground, of unfatigued and se- 
cretly augmented troops. The field was 
however ec[ually contested for some time i 
at length Rhinegravestein himself, wh6 
sought by personal exertions to repair the 
disadvantages under which he fought, 
fell in the centre of his troops, covered 
with wounds. The fate of the day was 
then decided: the dispirited Bavarian^ 
gave way in all directions ; but their ge>* 
neral's ^arce-breathing body, was pre* 
served by the desperate resolution of the 
little band immediately around him wheti 
he fell, and the enemy lost their most 
coveted prize. 

When the dispatch which brought thfs 
intelligence left the Swedish head-quarters 
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in Francpaia, Count Rbinegrav^stein was 
not expected to survive beyond a few 
hours. His fall, had at once detached the 
electors of Bavaria, Mentz, and Cologne, 
from the Imperial alliance, and following 
the example of Saxony, each of these 
powers was now soliciting a truce with 
the princes of the Union. Thus the £m- 
peror was at this critical juncture lefl 
solely to his own resources, and to the 
valour of his Italian and Austrian troops ; 
and it became of vital importance, there- 
fore, to the cause of religious and political 
^liberty, that not a moment should be lost, 
not an. individual spared from the great 
work of pushing the advantages Hhus 
suddenly obtained, and accelerating a 
peace by more decided victories* 

Rupert's smitten heart, therefore, could 
not be attended to, bleeding as it was 
with the vision of his slaughtered father 
continually before his eyes : he was forced 
to plunge into scenes where the groans of 
the dying and the corses of the dead. 
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multiplied that image, to maddening in- 
iBnity. Inflexible honour chained him to 
his post ; and Aremberg was away, who 
might have'^taken a son^s duty upon bim 
for his sake, and hastened to exchange 
forgiveness with the dying Rhinegrave- 
stein. 

' It is true, the Swedish dispatch repre- 
sented the Bavarian general as unlikely 
to live beyond a few hours ; but calcula- 
tions of life and death are often erro- 
neous J and at any rate it would have- 
been a satisfaction to Rupert hereafter, 
to reipember that he had endeavoured to 
speak, or send peace to his repentant 
f£^thei% One only way was open to him ; 
a letter to Baron Idenstein, who might 
perhaps have rejoined his military patron. 
Rupert wrote only these lines : — 

** Now, if ever. Baron, remember the 
promise you made to one who has no 
name in Bavaria, but who has a son's true 
feelings for the parent that he hears ia 
dying/' 
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Dating this letter from the army of 
General Konigsmark, and marking the 
title of bis corps, he dispatched it by a 
courier going back to the camp of Gene- 
ral Wrangel j whence Konigsmark him- 
self kindly requested, it might be for- 
warded to whatever place the staff of 
Count Rhinegravestein was likely to be 
found in. 

This news of his father^s life or death, 
Rupert was happily conscious did not 
depend upon so uncertain a chance as a 
reply to this lettefr. Rhinegravestein's 
influence over political events made 
his continuance or removal from this 
busy stage, a ttfotter too generally im- 
portant to be spoken of in a comer; 
and while Rupert waitfed with wringing 
anxiety for every answer to every ques- 
tion he asked concemiiig him, he could 
not but fancy his mothet actuated by 
ihe tome atiji^ety, tortured by the same^ 
suspense, and destined perhaps to endure 
the agony ifipfeitearing the last direftil eon-* 
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elusion^ far from her ps^tural comforter, 
the sharer and soother of such affliction ! 
Communication being now open between 
Bavaria and the two belligerent powers, 
the anguish of Rupert's mind was at 
length allayed by intelligence that his 
father yet lived ; and that, although his 
actual state could not even yet be ascer- 
tained from the nature and number of 
his wounds, he was not in the immediate 
danger at first apprehended, the rare tem- 
perance of his habits having preserved 
his blood from inflammation. He had 
borne conveyance to the convent of the 
Franciscans at Wurtzburg, whither he 
had requested to be taken ; and there he 
now lay. 

How incessant were Rupert's prayers 
after this, for his father's days to be pro- 
longed fo'r the best of purposes, genuine^ 
living penitence! and with what eager- 
ness did he seize every opportuniQr of 
transmitting soch gleams of hofpe, to raise 
the desolate soul of his mother ! 
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the guardianship of such a hypocrite in 
religion, and worldly spirit in action^ as 
his imperious mother. His own sentence 
of banishment from that ihterissting boy, 
in such a (iastf, he must lament as. the 
cruellest privntion ; but even that would 
be a l^t isvil, compared with the disap- 
pointment of the fond hope he cherished 
of seeing Julian one day as ieminent for 
virtues as for talents. Tor Julian; there- 
fore, he prayed as much as for himsdt* 
and for his absent mother, for whom he 
petitioned Heaven to spare the days of the 
misguided Rhinegravestein. At this 
period the armies of the Union were 
vigorously pushing their conquests at all 
points } the French were following up 
their victory in the Electorate of Mentz, 
and Wrangel, flsishing like lightning 
across the boundary between Franconia 
and Bohemia, fell at once upon Egra. 

That mihappy city, talcen by storm, 
found nothing but the spirit of rietali- 
ation in her conqueror : he abandoned 
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her wealth atid her inhabitants to the 
mercy of inflamed soldiers ; and Rupert; 
who heard afar off, of the fire and slaugh- 
ter which made her streets deserts, felicit- 
ated himself anew, that he fought under 
the banners of a General, as merci&l as 
brave. 

llius, the hopes of the ProtestaBts 
seemed hastening to their completion; 
and peace appeared again, the sole re- 
source of the Emperor ; left as he was 
by his allies, to wage a single-handed 
war. But Bavaria recovering from the 
stunning blow of Count Rhinegravestein'^ 
fall, and willing to make the last act of 
bis own lengthened life, an efibrt to crush 
the cause against which he had been^ in 
arms neatly the third part of aycenturyi 
roused his remaining strength', and des- 
perately cutting the knot of his iMe 
treaty, suddenly re-appeared in the-fiddi 
with a formidable army eollectefd and 
compacted as if by magic. The h^t^ 
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ric^ne of war was again let loose <»V€Ur the 
unhappy countries so often desolated. 
The surging tide of success rolled to aiid 
fro, under its mighty breath; while 
Wrangel, the fit demon of such a 
stormy dealt its horrors around» w^h a 
ruthlessness which spared not where it 
meant to annihilate the very wish of 
resistance. 

: Konigsmark, in a difierent quarter, was 
making slower but surer conquests, and 
achieving victories less tremendously 
brilliant: for. the places he took,, re- 
volted not from his hand when its imme- 
diate grasp was withdrawn ; and the tears 
of grateful prisoners washed away the 
blood. froip his, laurels, which thickened 
and clung round those of WrangeL Ru- 
pert could often yield to his own peculiar 
sc^tne^ of hi^^rt, under such a com- 
mander } and during this period of the 
cainpaign, he treasured up for himself 
many a. blessed recollection of services 

••i ■••■;•• 1 ■■ 
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irendered, and lives preservedr Of his 
Itttber^he heard distinctly . at last, in a 
letter from Baron Idenstein. .^ - a 

That young oflScer, referring to his firjit 
abortive attempt at keeping his promise 
to Rupert, accounted for subsequent neg- 
lect, by the circumstances already known : 
adding^ that since be and Rupert m^ 
he had fallen in love, gone through ages 
of hope ^nd fear^ distraction and joy, 
and iwas finally waiting for winter, when 
the pause of . military operations would 
allow him to claim the hand of a. fair 
creature, with whom he promised himself 
as many years, months, or days of utnit- 
terable felicity, as a soldier's ^precarious 
date of life might authorise him to 
expects 

He then proceeded to say, that on bis 
return from the Tyrol, he had been pro- 
moted to the command of a regiment^ by 
a relative of his betrothed wife's,^ and 
he had consequently been detached &om 
his early military patron, when the latter 

p 2 
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received hisr grievous wouQds^ But that 
on rec^iviug^ Rupert's piercing remincjcd-i 
he had obtained leave oi alienee, and 
JKastened to visit Rbin^grav^tein at 
WuFtzburgh. Idenstein confessed, that 
he had left him awfully changed, grie* 
vously suffering, but recovering lifje with 
all its sensibilities : that he was under the 
most akHfttl surgeons Gerinany could 
produce ; his couch of suffering soo1;hed by 
the little Julian^ whose innocent* prayers 
aeemed to draw down more of cbnsol- 
fttion upon the head of his bleeding 
parent, than all the mystic ceremonials 
of the assembled monks. Idenstein spoke 
not cf the Countess } but it was. impossible 
to imagine so impassioned a wife any 
where, except by the side of her tortured 
husband. 

The communication Rupert. most co* 
veted, was given at the ^ondusidn, in a 
few lines. 

His own brief note had been shewn to 
Rhwe^vestein i it had been wsU:ered 

' 4 






. :^ 



p? iCi^IENDOEPT. 319 

by his father's tearsf, pressed ta his fktfaer^s 
]ips^ and placed ill his £kther^9 bowm^ 
with ah emphatic bliessing on thewriteri 
<< Tell him Rhinegravestein had saii^ 
that one day he shall find his fathtt* 
s^ain.*' 

Rupert knew not exactly what that 
phrase implied, but it breathed covtri-* 
tion, and he doubted not that it coni- 
«ated ttbhie nobte resokition. ^ O, my 
fat h er V* he excdAtmed^ pressing th^ 
part of the letter ligaifist his own breast, 
^ Might I but live to see thee reconciled 
to diy l)etter sel^ and share that joy with 
tiij DQOtber^ I think I coold exchange for 
it, even the life of ble^isbdness, that I dare 
now imagine with Meeta T* 

Animated with a vague, yet sacred ex- 
pectation of tbeevent he thus anticipated, 
and longing for *the Wings of a dove, that 
he might flee away,* and carry rest to his 
mother's troubled heart, Rupert heard 
with a thrill of joy that the Count of 
Rhinegravestein, though assured of ul- 

p 3 



3^6*^ TkB vfttA^B- 

t/mttte ' ^recovery, had iaent in a res^* 
alion of his military honours to his sove*- 
refgbi praying permission to retire for 
eVer from public life ; that his resigna- 
tioh had been unwillingly accepted, and 
the command of the Bavarian army 
finally settled upon one of his ileveSj a 
pnnce of Wurtemburg. The latter 
prince, of whom great expectations wci^ 
formed as a commander-in-chief, firom 
h» courage and conduct as a general 6F 
division, was destined to open the etisu^ 
ing campaign ; and as that campaign 
Was expected to prove the last effort of 
both belligerents, each strained - hiBBsetf 
to ensure success to his own cause. 

Fresh levies were raised on both sides, 
garrisons strengthened, fortifications new- 
modelled, magazines of provision, ammu- 
nition, clothing, &c., prepared; after 
which, the adverse generals sat down to 
wait in their vvinter-quarters, for the sea- 
son of action. 

That eventful season came, the year 
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1648 : it came, and found Rupiertjf^i 
under arms, in the native country of v^lj^ 
mother ; watching there, and promoti^: 
there, the progress of those momentai;i&.. 
circumstances which were to decide upon« 
private and public happiness, upon the 
claims of princes, and the rights of sub^ . 
jects;— *and pronounce, whether freer 
dom of conscience were to be smothered 
at' once by successful oppression ! Wh!e*> 
ther many a perishing exile were . to b^: 
restored to homes of peace and plenty^, 
or thousands be left with Rupert hijqi^sQl)^^ 
to seek humbler hearths and altars Jn 
foreign lands! . ,^4 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The $aine year opened differently at 
Mariendoipt* There, a otmateoed. hap- 
pfc^aB had succeeded to aU:,4be i^itatioiis 
itqparately fdt, or -^shared in coiMEKm by 
tb0 members of the two principal 
fiimilies* 

- Meeta privil^edto love Brupert^ and 
claim a daughter's share in Ae heart- of 
his mother ;-*— Muhldenau reposing his 
world- wearied spirit upon the sweet hope 
of transferring his parental care to a hus- 
band whose virtues would guarantee both 
the happiness and the continued excel- 
lence of Meeta ; — Madame Roselheim» 
relieved from the variety of her anxieties - 
and griefs for many objects equally dear, 
and shedding tears of joy in secret over 
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the last signal mercy -^Rhine^ventfein's 
iqiared life ; -^ Aremberg rejoidng more 
temperately, with them all ; — these were 
far different persons from those whom 
we left in the same scene after the sei* 
zure of Julian, and yet more dissimilar 
from the beings amongst whom Rupert 
now lived and acted. 

Adolpha Falkenberg's generous grati- 
tude had taken out the sting of depend- 
ance from Madame Roselheim's breast, 
who, though she submitted without com- 
plaint, yet felt the constant pang of its 
piercing point. The possession of such 
a sttflldency, was unutterably precious to 
her as ft preservation against any of those 
humiliating resources to which more des- 
perate circumstances, even than those in 
which the kind Melchior's death plunged 
her, might eventually lead. For her son*s 
sake, for the sake of her noble race, in 
mercy to her husband's feelings, she 
would have wished for the power of at 
least shrouding her poverty from the 

p 5 



iWMtfiii' feyej but that c^ould «dt have 
b&iti, faaid tlie death of its master di^ 
^Ived the little household of Muhlde- 
nau': for then Madame Roselheim would 
have felt that Meeta became her charge^ 
and she would have deemed it a sacred 
obligation to seek that young orphan's 
provision and support by ariy honest 
means. ^ v w 

The Swedish pension secured her own 
moderate comfort for life, Urid left schsie* 
thing to be shared with one as moderateb 
It did more : it not only relieved Rupert 
from the burthen of her support, but 
from the heavier one of constant anxiety 
on the subject ; and it bestowed oh him 
the coveted liberty of yielding to a just 
and virtuous affection. 

As Madame Roselheim's soft eyes 
often dwelt on the unconscious counte- 
nance of Meeta, till they moistened with 
tenderness and pleasure, and as she often 
yielded to the emotion of such moments, 
by pressing the sweetly-surprised girl to 
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faer breast, exclaiming^ <iMy daughjtqjsi-^ 

Rupen's Meeta P - the >hope9, i^§ fn^Sli 

the retrospections and fond aiitmipAtiJiqgl 

they exchanged at these mooieut^ wfj^fi 

always followed by ardent mentioaii^ 

Adolpha. To. her they owed this hapiptU 

ness; and to her, boUi Meeta's yoiing 

heart, and Madame Roselheim's subdued 

one, overflowed with gratitude and. afieo- 

tion. .. i 

. Addpha having effected her amiable 

purpose of relieving Rupert from « the 

duty of providing for his mother, coiisef- 

quently from that of sacrificing all hope 

(^ other ties for himself, had as promptly 

convinced Madame Roselheim as she had 

done him, that his using such liberty by 

offering himself to another, would caifise 

her no pain ; her sentiments towards him, 

therefore, were no longer to be doubtcid^ 

even by his partial mother. But Adp||p 

pha's few and short letters were less as^ 

less playful,, and the friends who Icfv.e^ 

ber» those especially who owe^ the mo^t 

F 6 



99i . "EHB. ViU4A9£ . 

^9vjj|ft9 9^n«rous fnQiidshi^^ canvassed >be 
seaaoB of ; this evident d^rossioa ivith 
|ittii&il solicitudet 

^ It is. tcuct Madame Kra^itu's ill health 
anight have a great share in this depres- 
flftfUD, for that had settled into an internal 
disorder of so intricate and agonizing 
a nature, as to make her restlessly solici- 
tous for every new remedy and new phy- 
sician. One of the most celebrated 
medical men of t^aisagep was resident at 
Dresden ; and thither Madame Krazau 
had lately removed from her own beauti- 
fijd residence at Xiauterbourg^ in the vain 
hope of a miracle being worked for her, 
by his meanst The various calamities 
and pending eve&ts whidi occurred since 
that poor invalid's departure from Ma^ 
liendoipt, had hitherto withheld Meeta 
fiom enforcing her wish of fulfilling the 
promise she. had then given : but now, 
armed with the double, motive of wishing 
to .pour her gratitude and tender happi- 
ness into the generous bosom of her 
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frtend> and tbci' oortJ^ty* ^^^Mtdabit^ 
Krazau's disorder bdng p^ondhncfed'W 
a mortal nature, she easiljr brought dl|»Mi 
her father to prdniise that he #oidd en- 
trust her to the care of Mr. VanderhDVim; 
who had kindly ofiered to become IM* 
escort, with Esther, at any period intfr 
Saxony, 

It is impossible to say exactly wfatt 
secl^t motite might influence Mr* Ysaa^ 
derhdven to miake diia gallant propoiai t 
it is only certain that he ofiered it, alter 
receiving a present of some beautifbl 
Dresden china from his degant favouritti^ 
and that at the same instant be iseimA 
to call Meeta by her baptismal name of 
Margaret, (a formality he had &llen iiit6 
immediately upcm the avowal of h^r ^Mfu 
gagement with Rupert,) but resumed th6 
endearing and familiar diminutive of her 
name, and in his letter of thanks to Adol^ 
pha, contrived to ^&ce the impression of* 
a certain confidence about Meeta mtd 
Aremberg, which he bid nva4c to his 
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feAt c&tre^ondeaton: tbejveiy Jast rday 
of her visitat Mariendorpt. 
■' Meeta bad her secret motive also ; 
and that she confided to her indulgent 
father : it was the aim of actually ascer* 
taining whether he and she were right in 
their early suspicion of Adolpha's attach- 
ment to Mr. Aremberg : if they were, 
Meeta thought herseH* sufficiently assured 
of his heart's deep and hopeless devotion 
to her, not to fear any consequence re- 
sulting from her' insinuation of his con- 
cealed feelings. While with the ardour 
of benevolent youth, she put up a prayer 
that success might crown her endeavoui^ 
la sudden chill stopt the impetuous pe<* 
tition. Alas ! it was the heart so long 
devoted to the memory of her first friend, 
that Meeta was thus seeking to detach 
from its widowed state ! there was sacri- 
lege in the idea : aud bursting into tears, 
Bhe would have abandoned the wish and 
the attempt together, had not her father's 
timely appearance, and sounder reason, 
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tempeffed her semibiKtj^ laod -taugl^ jm 
that it is our duty to accept 6very^;Vifi»r 
ttious happiness ibr oui^selves ^aQcl[^for 
others, at the hand of a gracioi^ ProY4» 
dence« :.:^ 

Aremberg's sensibility .was evidently 
deeply affected by the noble conduct of 
Adolpha: he said little tupon the subjectt 
but when he did speak, there was a tremor 
in his voice and a juoistare in his eya^ 
which .denoted as mucb agitation as ;adp 
miration. Hejiad umply fulfilled the 
obvious duty of friendship, and the lesf 
acknowledged one of >, self-sacrifice,, by 

giving no encouragement to Rupert'a 
preference for Meeta,?wbile: there was n# 
hope for it, and .by.seekijigto win his 
heart for Adolpha ; she. her^Jf^bad appar 
rently denoted the possession of that he^it 
not necessary for her peace; yet Arensi^ 
berg, conscious himself of s s^l^enying 
spirit, could easily, imagine this . y^j 
disavowal but a nobler effort to perfect 
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liie gift 3 of IttppinetB ahe wiahfid beatof^^ 

Aranbei^gf tberefore, became only the 
fliore. siientt sad^ and solitary, when his 
other friends were rejoicing for their own 
sakes and for his* His invincible diffi- 
dence^ joined to a sentiment of self- 
xeproach for suffering any living excel- 
lence to dispute his heart with the buried 
£u8tatia, was corroding his peace without 
impairing his usefiilness* Engaged in 
the wide-stretching duties of his sacred 
profession, and ingenious in extending 
them, he put it otit of the power of this 
secret weakness to show itself except in 
a deeper shade of seriousness over his 
countenance and manner. There was a 
sanctity in Aremberg^ character, and a 
sort of awfulness in his reserve, which 
held back even the minister of Marien- 
dorpt himself from questioning him on 
the subject of a dejection^ which a» it 
increased, could not have the calamity of 
former years for its source. The latter. 
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hd>B^veii, drew the sattie conoIu^iMt^iSMA 
it that his daughter did i and eflUbriciiig 
her view«, accorded most cheerAiUy to 
her proposal of making the promised 
visit to Adolpha, during the first mcmths 
of spring. 

Human arrangements are rarely per- 
fected as they are planned : new circum* 
stances led to another decisoooy and 
caused Muhldenaalumseli^ to become tbifc 
companion of faiff daugfa^;er!s journey. 

Many and deep had been the afflictionv 
wbich within the last few mcmths, had 
fallen upon the head of bia royal mistress^ 
the widowed ^leen of Bobemta. The 
death of her kind relativep the Prince of 
OrangOp had been foUowied by the loes of 
her aon Maurice at tea^;; and even while 
her spirit wbs bowed down under tbit 
grievous dispensatton» whidh re-opened 
all the wojunds of her severe destiny^ that 
bloody tragedy was transacted inEn^ands; 
which terminated the days of her unfor^r, 
tunate brother upcm a scaffi>kL 
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There is a time of calamity when ^tmkc^ 
follows stroke with such astounding rapi**^ 
dity, as to deprive the amazed and palsied 
SQial of all consciousness : this had be^ 
the case with the poor Queen ^ so long as 
the afflictions she had to support, came 
immediately from the hand of heaven — « 
inscrutable — inevitable! but when to 
these were added the grief and shame of 
knowing that her eldest son yet remained 
in the scene of his unfortunate uncle's; 
murder, a pensioner upon those mur- 
derers, her soul was humbled to the dust*^^ 
and life itself gave way under the crush 
of such sorrow and degradation. 

A special message to the tried friend 
and servant of her husband's house, sum- 
moned Muhldenau from his flock, to her 
mournful . mansion at the Hague* : She 
summoned him, not to mourn with ber, 
for lamentation was not her habit: she 
sent to ask his counsel, and to^ claim his 
assistance. From a brother so differently 
tempered as the titulai;. Palsegrafe, she 
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ebutd fcdt expfect fol* her t)thfer soiiF^t 
generous, nay just condtict in the eVem? 
of his restoration, \fhich she had brioe^ 
fondly hoped. A narrow and worldly 
mind, too evidently appeared fn his so 
long consenting to have that- income con- 
tinued from his uncle's oppressors, which 
the unfortunate Charles had originally 
given with the feeling of near kindred j 
and his remaining stiif amongst men whom 
he must now secretly abhor, proved that a 
timorous policy guided hib councils, and 
a selfish spirit his actions. 

His mother believed • herself hot des*^ 
tined to survive so tiiany shocks'; and shb 
was eager to put it beyond her eldest 
son's power to fail in doing justice to her 
second, from whom some disagreemefnts 
with him in England, upon the suh^ct of 
their imprisoned uncle, had gf^tly ^ 
tranged the young Pil6egrave. UnlcJsif 
certain papers could be procured from tli^ 
place of their secret deposit, the son she 
loved best would have nMhilfig birt hill 
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lirother's equity to rely on* To 'that, 
their mother would no longer trust : and 
anxious to have those papers in her hand, 
and to place in his own possession a 
voucher of his claim on a certain small 
principality within the hereditary domi- 
nions of the palsegrave, she plainly asked 
MuhldenaU| whether he preserved suffi* 
cient love for the ruined house of his ill* 
fated master, to undertake the i&tjgtke 
and risk cf a journey into B^emiis^ fbif 
the purpose of bringing thence the docu« 
ment in question ? It was lodged, riie 
said, along with the archives ^ the Efec- 
torate, in a subterranean vault of the 
garden of the royal hunting-lo^e near 
Beraun. There his own fatliet^s himd 
had placed them, by her desire^ wfien she 
iied, as she imagined, but for awhil6^ firom 
the capital itself. Often since^ had ^e 
trembled with fear of this vaulted cham- 
ber being discovered, and these precious 
relics destroyed, by ignorant marauders. 
MuUdenau, alone^ of all her surviving 
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follawers^ knew where to find these tr<ea<t 
9ures promptly) yet from his age ftnd 
sacred function, and the uncertainty of 
wheth^ the place in question were left to 
ruin, or occupied and fortified, she knew 
not how to expect he would accept and 
execute so hazardous a service. 

The father of an only child, ihe min^ 
ter of a christian congregation, did indeed 
pause long and seriously, ere he answered 
such a demand: at length he accepted it; 
swayed by a double duty which he frankly 
avQwed« 

His obligation to serve the widow and 
children of his late prince aiid master, 
whenever called upon to dp so, he be- 
lieved unquestionable i especially since t6 
the iffdii^idual duties of allegiance and 
gratitude, this luckless family added 
higher claims on the Protestant church at 
large. Their sufferings in the tause of 
that religion of which Muhldenau was 
himself a minister, appeared in his judg* 
ment tal sanctify every sacrifice made ill 
their name. 



, , In the service of his sovereign, Jfuhl« 
denau's father had sacrificed the whole 
of his paternal. property } that is^ he had 
sold it in conjunction with ht$; son^ and 
given up the money thus rais^, -to the 
late Palsegrave's immediate necessities. 
A written acknowledgement* payable . to 
himself or his^ heirs, was given in ex- 
change. This bond would be valuable to 
Meeta or her. children, should tine ranti- 
tution of the palatinate ever teke . place ; 
and as Meeta was now engaged to a man 
wbose utmost hopes were boun^d to a 
precarious .subsistence- for her and for 
himself, and since Muhldenau had many 
reasons for supposing that this deed was 
deposited in |the san^e spot with, the pri-» 
vate papers of the Electorate, he believed 
himself no longer free to balance between 
personal danger, and a temporary absence 
from his flock, and so much individual 
benefit* 

He accepted the commission } discussed 
the tnpdeand means of executing it; and 
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taking a solemn leave of the grateful 
Queeoi whom he believed that he sbd^d 
never see again in life, hastened back to 
Mariendorpt. 

It may be supposed that without falsi- 
fying truth, a man whose age and cha- 
racter rendered scrutiny impertinent, and 
who was known still to have correspond- 
ence with the concealed friends of his late 
mastej*, was able to announce his resolution 
x>f being himself the protector of hisdaugh- 
ter into SaiLony, without tnaking the whc^ 
of that cruel confidence to any one, save 
Aremberg, which might excite useless 
though justifiable apprehension in the 
breasts of his immediate family. To 
Aremberg, Muhldenau spoke freely J ad- 
mitting the hazard of such an undertak- 
ing to one personally perhaps remem- 
bered in Bohemia, and who must reach 
the object he sought, by penetrating'into 
the very strong-hold of imperial powel 
and jealousy'^— a royal residence. To 
Aremberg also, he could speak of^ his 
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obligations as a subject, a protestant» and, 
a ^tfier : and leaving him in possession 
of his last wishes and latest instructions, 
claiming his prayers, and bequeathing 
him his blessing, he returned into his 
family circle with a tranquil counte- 
nance, though a foreboding heart. 

His unsuspecting daughter, attributed 
her father's sudden purpose, principally 
to that romantic interest in the happiness 
of Adolpha and Aremberg, which nine- 
teen may be allowed to imagine, but 
which sixty rarely yields to. Her heart 
throbbed too, with the hope of seeing 
Rupert. Bohemia and Saxony joined ; 
Saxony was neutral ground, and if Ru- 
pert might but steal one day, one hour, 
from perilous duty, they might exchange 
their plighted faith at the feet of her 
honoured parent. 

-Meeta would have blushed to give 
l^terance to this hope, even before Ma- 
dame Roselheim : yet she felt that all 
who knew her situation, must divine it ; 
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and Madame Roselheitn, without speak- 
ing of Meeta's wishes on the subjectt 
constantly referred to such a meeting as 
fraught with joy to her son, as due to his 
lonely devoted heart, and as the object, 
therefore, of her own fondest desire. 
Always anticipating the m.ost concealed 
wishes of every right affection, and ever 
scrupulous to guard that delicacy which 
is inseparable from ardent feeling, 
Madame Roselheim seemed unconscious 
of the very inclinations she wrought to 
gratify i and while thinking more of Ru- 
pert's and Meeta's gratification than of 
her own maternal longings, she be- 
sought Muhldenau not to be so near the 
Swedish araiy, without bringing her a 
look, a word, a smile, from her Rupert* 

The promise given, and many a bene- 
diction and tearful embrace exchanged, 
Muhldenau, Meeta, and Esther, bade, 
adieu to Mariendorpt, leaving Madame 
Roselheim for the first time since her 

VOL. IV, Q 
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entrance uiider that peaceful roof^ enr 
tirely alone* 

«., Winter was yet on tbeground^ thoi^h 
now the beginning of March, and tbe 
travelling through Westphalia, therefore^ 
was not b(^uiled to Meeta, by any. charm 
of weather or of scenery. But in the 
fertile valleys and magnificent mountmns 
of Saxony, she saw much to delight her 
pye and awaken her imagination ; and 
by the time she reached Dresden, one oi 
those rapid spring thaws which sq i^tmx 
succeed intense frost, at once tore: the 
veil of snow from the &ce of nature, leav- 
ing its lovely features of woodj water, 
and hill, brightening under the i&parkling 
smile of sunny and azure §kies# 

It is always cheering to be welcomed 
to a new place by a fine day j and Meeta, 
though animated by the assurance of 
soon reaching the friend she loved, and 
being thus so inany leagues nearer to 
Rupert, yet required every exhilarating 



iUiditton bo take faer Bpirits ; depressediiiS 
they were by the information which hear 
ikther Intd hitherto delayed, that real ^lid 
htfportant ' busiiless for the Palsegrave^s 
^mily^ must carry lum directly fot^sird 
to the obj^Ctof his journey, without all6W- 
kig him to tojoy more than a night's re- 
pose at Dresden, and a few hours* epjoy- 
ment of their friend's society th'ei^. 

Even that repose, and that enjoyment 
were not to be his ; ^-^ at least, not as he 
ei^ected them to be enjoyed. 

On reaching the residence of Madame 
Krazau, th^y foulid h^f weary life was 
over, and her waited remslins laid at rel&t 
ki the gfaV^. She had ' be^n dead more 
than a foilnight : and a respectable 
matron to whom Madame Krazau had 
btfen known in former years, at Copen- 
hagen, had obeyed the dying instructions 
df her friend, and written ilximediately to 
Mariendbrpt, to inform Mr. Aremberg of 
the event, and apprise him that he was 

ft ^ 
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left sole executor to the will of the 
deceased. 

Adolpha herself was removed to a 
small country house, taken for her by 
this friendly person, and thither Meeta 
and her father hastened to find her. 

Having reached this place, the travellers 
entered a large, cheerless apartment, 
where Adolpha sat alone, reading, or try- 
ing to read. As Adolpha tremulously 
started up, and came forward to meet 
them, Meeta recognised her friend's ele- 
gantly slender figure, slenderer than ever, 
through many a fold of dismal, obscuring 
black. Her face, her features, were tlie 
same j but the brightness of her eyes 
was extinguished, and her whole counte- 
, nance become wan and rayless. She threw 
herself into Meeta's arms without speak- 
ing, and wept convulsively there, for a 
long time. Meeta's labouring heart and 
gushing tears answered hers. Muhlde- 
nau stood oyer them in silence^ pressing 
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the mourjaer's passive haiid%ith a father's 
tenderness, compassionating the natiiM 
grief of a young creature thus left dieso- 
late in the world, though screened from 
the dread of poverty, and inwardly pra^f- 
ing that she might find a comforter and 
protector in him, to whose integrity 
Madame Krazau had confided her wopldly 
aSkirs. 

When- Adolpha recovered, she rose 
from^ Meeta's neck with her usual grace- 
ful air of consideration for others, and 
enquired, though in an interrupted voice, 
afler all the dear inhabitants of the two 
houses where she had been so happy* 
Her altered eyes ran mournfully over the 
ftce and figure of Meeta : « Still beauti- 
ful, dear Meeta!— still blooming !'' she 
said, and a sigh escaped her, that had not 
its origin in the recollection of her poor 
godmother j but one of her brightest 
smiles effaced it: and pressing her 
friend's hand vnih benevolent pleasure, 
she added, <<'tis all to it should be; you 
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lunre many to be handsome fer !'* then, 
M her eyes filled with tears again, she 
spcke natuFalJy of the siib|ect .most pre* 
«Qnt to her thoughts^; and as she detailed 
tl)e last days of Madame Kraza^^s life^ 
and recalled many a foregone instance &S 
kmdness and goodness in her departed 
friend, her scwrrow burst forlh afresh, and 
called again for the sympathy of- thorns 
beside her. 

Solicitous^ to draw her attention fron» 
her own situation to that of others, Muhi^ 
denau took occasion to no^ention the no-- 
^fcessity of his departure on the mcM-row, 
Hot. the neighbouring kingdom*; stating, 
that as his return thence would be uncer* 
tain, (being dependant upon events over 
which he had no control,) he recomw 
mended her and Meeta not to Wait for 
•him, but as soon as Madame Klrazau's 
^airs were arranged afler the arrival of 
Mr. Aremberg, to commit themselves 
to his respectable care, and that of Esther, 
and proceed without delay to Marien- 
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doipt Tfaere» he trusted, lihe would fioii 
repose fm bei! wearied ^irit, and all the 
conifort which a circle of attach^ aiid 
grateful frieads could bestow : there 
3he would have leisure to review past 
projects^ and settle her future plans o( 
life^i and there, he hoped, with the bleiis^ 
ing of God, to find her upon his return 
from Bohemia* Adolpha's faded ^ce 
flashed for the firist.time since their iheefc- 
ing, at this menttoa of a scheme which 
ofiered her all the hapj^ness she now ven- 
tured to anticipate. She hesitated, and 
looked down ; and at length faltered 
out aqquieseence, provided her god* 
mother's executor should not disapprove 
her abseating herse^ from the home at 
Lauterbourg, Which she was now doomed 
to occupy alone, 

Muhldento pressed her hand with a 
paternsd feeling, and kindly smiling, said, 
*< Not always alone» my dear young 
friend — not alwaya alone !" 

^< Yes, always alone!'' Adglpha^replied 

Q 4 
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^ickly, yet deeply sighing the next mo- 
iment, and averting her sufiusing eyes.- 
i&fuhldenau smiled again more affection- 
ately ; but he pursued the subject no 
further. His daughter of course was to 
remain with Adolpha j but he had objects 
of his own to pursue^ which would nei- 
ther allow him to accept the latter's hos- 
pitality, nor give much time to this first 
parting from his child. Something of 
peril, he hinted, was unavoidably coupled 
with his business into Bohemia f for 
iMuhldenau was too sensible to the hol^- 
Tor and danger of unexpected shocks, 
not to prepare Meeta in some d^cfee for 
possible calamity. Yet he made the com- 
munication as briefly as he could, ^nd 
iinfused as much cheerfulness into it, ^ 
the secret depression of his own spirit 
n^uld permit. He was going, he sai^, 
ill search of one upon whom he princi- 
pally depended for assistance in the biisi- 
ness he went on, and from him Meeta 
should receive the earliest accoujQt$ of 



: / 




OF UfARIEKDORPT. 

het father^s success. Having slipped this 
pefson's address into his daughtet*s hand;, 

it-. 

(for it was to be secret,) he embraced higr 
in a hurried manner, tried to say sotioi^- , 
thing cheerful, commended her and him- 
self to Heaven, then with more tenfi- 
perate concern, kissed the offered cheek 
of Adolpha, and withdrew. 

Meeta had resolved not to give way 
before Adolpha, to the agony of alarm 
which her father's unusual agitation oc- 
casioned ; but resolves are fruitless when 
powerful passions actually seize us. 
Meeta struggled awhile against those 
which assailed her fearful heart, and at 
Tength sunk under the conflict. j 

' Adolpha's best qualities were now 
recalled into action j and her well-tim§4 
reasonings, assisted by her sympathy; 
gradually restored Meeta to that ^confi- 
dence in the goodness of God, which 
din alone bestow composure upon t|^^ 
teal suflferer. \ 

■^ Afew'calmf'and pfoiis lines ftoin hier 
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iHther in the morning, sent froAi the hm^ 
h^si of an ancfent adherent of the Ffl^e- 
grave's, where Muhldenan had paase^ 
fh^ night, informed her that he was gone 
0^ his destined mission, and this note^ en^ 
fbrcing the just Consolations of Adolpha, 
assisted in soothing and reconciling 
Meeta. . 

In the short period which ehtpsed from 
the arrival of I^eeta, to the subsequent 
one of Arembergi Adolpha and she be- 
came more intimately ' bomid to each 
other, by various sympathies growing 
out of their peculiar situations, and by 
Constant cont^rsation iipow those far 
away, whom both loved so dearly. Meeta 
thought Adolpha*s character deliglitfuUy 
improved j but it was only developed : 
and Adolpha, without exactly knowing it, 
loved MeeCa more entirely, since slie 
knew^ her heart and hand pl^hted to her 

l^rave cousin. 

In their unbroken con versafionsy'Meet^ 

continued to speak of Areinbel^ more 

14 



^&a of a»y other person : Adolpha li^ 
teoed attetitively, though often with ixx 
emhiUTassed attempt at appearing but 
slightly interested in her friend's remarks 
npon bis deepened melancholy^ and. her 
conjectures as to its cause. Meeta ha- 
zarded somethibg farther : insensibly the 
sweet and subtle effect of her hatf-plaj^ 
ful^ hal&pleading insinuations, became 
evident in the flushing cheeks and pant<- 
ing bosom of the listener*. By degrees 
Adolpba lost her look of iixed sadness^ 
and permitted her friend, unchecked,^ to 
sketch a lovely future for her, with some 
nameless companion ; and at moments^ 
she flashed into something of* her originali 
brightness. But now^ that br^tne» 
had a softness added to it, which was all 
Meeta had allowed herself to think it 
ever wanted, to render it perfection^ 

Tbua smoothing the way for an dcUUr^ 
cissement between two persons so^ worthy 
^ each other, and . who^. right under- 
standiiig seemed evidently delayed by 

q6 
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extreme delicacy on one side, and remark- 
ubie self-distrust on the other, Meeta 
calmed the agitation of her solitary hours, 
by frequent addresses to the throne of 
grace and pity. She heard of Konigs- 
-mark's army as still in the remoter part 
of Bohemia; and Rupert's name coupled 
-^ith some gallant exploit, more than 
once made her heart beat with delight 
-and terror. Rumour told her also 
something of his fathen Rhinegrav€- 
Mein, it was said, after eight months of 
excruciating suffering and complete se- 
elusion, had re*appeared at court, only 
to renounce all his worldly honours ; 
that he had suddenly retired again, and 
ids countess, as suddenly, set out for a 
twa years' residence in Italy, undejp the 
fplea of altered health. 
• V Meeta heard this account with plea^ 
sure : recent events had greatly softened 
her unqualified abhorrence of Rupert'^ 
&ther, and any act which tended; ta 
denote his repentance, and the unwoiv 
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tfainess^ of his wife, added to her >c6m^ 
passion, and effaced some of her aver- 
sion. His father's penitence, she kne^ 
formed the object of his son's and of 
Madame Roselheim's prayers ; and that 
granted, with blessed sufficiency, and 
hearts knit together, what would be 
wanting to the happinessof Mariendoi^t? 
Such happiness was in prospect, that 
Meeta trembled to contemplate it. Waiei 
it evertobehers?-^or was the whole fabric 
to crush at once, by the fall of Rupert^ 
or by 43ome fatal accident to her father? 
The arrival of Aremberg, who had set 
out immediately for Dresden, on the re- 
ceipt of the letter announcing Madame 
Krazau- s death, gave a salutary check to- 
thoughts like these ; and her own restlesls 
apprehensions were for a while forgotte|i 
in die deep interest excited by her^two 
fiiends* ; r; 

. The tender eompassioii inspired by tfat^ 
<forlom state of the orphan heiress^ ^ffolr; 
even palaces are forlorn, wh!sn vcid^Mi 



950 . TfiB VULLAGB 

^oee we love, and are beloved by l^ and 
the touching oonsciousoesa of being now 
the sole protector jM'ovided for her by 
the will of her deceased god-mother, bap* 
pUy overcame Aremberg's habitual diffi^ 
dence, and suffered his soul to shine out 
uniformly in his countemmce^ and to 
speak in his softened voice. Adolpha^ 
delightfully amazed at his first show c^' 
perfect sympathy with her individual 
loss, was soon thriilingly conscious of thid 
involuntary softness in the manner of the 
hitherto restrained and abstracted Arem« 
berg. She saw that his tenderness of 
pity» for she ventured not to give it 
another name, made him apprehensive lest 
aught ftom him, should affect her rudely. 
His hand, if he had accidentally to etSdr 
ifg assisftacie, -^-his voice when he ad«* 
dk^ssed Kef, — his very eyebeain, if it 
must turn to her, seemed afraid to tCmck 
liaUr fot more than an instant; Yet that 
ing ey ebeam returned again and. 
;i^ the face^and figure whose inter- 
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esting charm it sought with giomog^ 
anxiety and deepening tenderness. Ad^ 
pha's heart trembled under its profouiHl 
ej^pression. With all Meeta^s insinuate^ 
details throbbing in her memory, she w^ 
soon unable to doubt that she was bcr 
loved ; and this overpowering convictiooi 
left her without the force to shun a refie^ 
tition of such sweet sensations^ 
' Aremberg, mestnwhile, sensible to this 
pansiveness, and at moments surprizio)^ 
looks which identified Adolpha with 
JBustatia, no longer reasoned, reflected 
or acted as he was wont. He was su<|- 
denly plunged in a delicious dream ;<tf* 
unexpected felicity ; and abandoning h^ 
whole being to the blis« of present emg^ 
tions, felt his soul and Adolpha'^^gcadua^ 
flowing into each other, without b^vii^g 
courage to ask himself^ whitiier bi^tb. 
tended? . .fir 

A love so begun^ a love so nobly pressg;)' 
updti him by the Providence which will^^ 
him to become the confidant of AdoIpha^3 
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ivi6Mhie9t purposed, even the spirit of 
Edstktia might have stniled on and ap- 
proved. Meeta watched the progress of 
the^ two virtuous hearts, with weeping 
delight; careful not to awaken either to a 
riesutnption of those embarrassments and 
reserves which had so long kept them 
asunder, and thirsting for the moment of 
their final explanation. 

The third week since MuhWenan's 
departure was drawing to a close, and 
all Madame Krazau's affairs nearly ar- 
ranged, when Meeta, whose anxiety to 
hear of her father was increased by the 
silent, but evident anxiety of Aremberg, 
retired to her own room earlier than 
usual one evening, to await Esther's se- 
cret return from the house of the pro- 
tfestant merchant to whom her father had 
referred her for information. After long 
e!xpectation, Esther at length appeared; 
«ome dreadful tale spoke in her darkened 
face r Meeta knew not how she lived 
through the recital of it. Her fatheti she 
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heard, was at that moment in thestiMkeHi 
prison at Prague. Assisted by one pf the 
concealed friends to religious toleration 
yet r-esident in Bohemia, Muhldenau. had; 
successfully executed his mission^ having 
gained easy entrance to the deserted 
hunting-lodge, found, and secured the 
papers desired : but falling into the hands 
of more acute or less good-natured impe- 
rialists than' some he had before eluded, 
he was questioned, seized, searched f the 
important papers found upon him; and 
he carried to Prague itself as a prisoner 
of importance. His fate, whether consi^ 
dered as a spy, on merely as- an active 
partizan of the unfortunate Palsegrave's 
family, was certain i- deaths ignominious 
death, was the punishment inflicted by. 
the Imperial mandate upon all sucho£fen*.| 
ders. A day, an hour, might decide hisj, 
destiny, — a moment's delay, and Meeta 
might never again behold her father. . 

For a single instant, she stood stupefiie4t 
and speechless f then starting intpaction^^ 
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tbrou^ the very f brce of her despair — ^ 
for hope she bad none — she called on 
Esther not to obstruct her resolution of 
going immediately to share her father's 
fate, since to live after he had suffered ^ 
violent death was impossible, to her. 
Never should those grey locks^ that had 
become white with care for her, go down 
on a scaffold, without his Meetaf^s heart 
being by, to break at the dismal sight. 
Her aim, she coaifessed to Esther, was to 
, reach that dear parent without h»s of 
time i it. would be the business of those 
she left behind^ to make other efforts, 
wider ones, for saving his life. 

Esther was not slow to catch her fran- 
tic purpose i and more idive to immediate 
apprehension, than prophetic of remote 
consequences, she offered^ without hesi^ 
tation, to accompany itnd protect her^ 

Their preparations were quickly made; 
Meeta scrawled a hasfrf billet to Aremberg 
and Adolpha, stating her father's situation, 
her own flight to bim, and her reliance on 
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them and other ftiends for every possible 
attempt to save that honoured parent'^ 
life. She besooght them to waste nd 
time upon her, but to labour for Muhl- 
deniau's liberation ; assured that wherever- 
he was,, his daughter would sponer or 
later, be found by those thsA sought 
tbenu This note Meeta left upon her 
table; and trembling in ev^ry fibre, lest 
a^y one should observe and obstruct their. 
way, she rapidly descended from her 
apartment^ stole out unperceived with 
Esther, and hurried in breathless deli-- 
riousness of mind, to the distant abode of 
the Bohemian Queen's secret agent. 

The astonished Saxon for some time 
attempted to dissuade so young and 
lovely a creature, from the rash act she 
meditated. He assured her, that he had 
dispatched information of the sad cir- 
cumstance to the Hague, whence every 
probable engine wouM be set at work to 
reclaim the minister of Mariendorpt as a 
subject of the States-General; and ad- 



vised her to wait the issue of such inter-- 
ference. Meeta smiled dismally, shud- 
dered, and renewed her solicitation^. 
Won at length by the resistless eloquence 
of . her tears, he consented to aid her 
wish of getting to Prague, and remem- 
bering an honest Israelite, who traf- 
ficked in Aussig wine, and frequently 
carried it beyoftd. Prague, he proposed 
placipg her and ber intrepid attendant^. 
properly disgui^s^^ under his protection* 
Theman in .(^u$&ti^t¥^d at Peter swalda; 
and thither. thij dative partizan actually^ 
conveyed Meetiit and £sth^ that very 
night : there .tb0y W6re transferred to* 
•the guidance of .a second stranger ; and 
seated in a mean- waggon, commenced 
their niournful journey, relyiog solely on 
his honest, though dull countenance, 
s^id on the goodness of that gracious 
Being, from whom Meeta implored, pity 
for herself, and life for her father. 
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CHAP. IX, 

What would have been the feelings of 
Madame Hoselheim, had she known the 
real situation of all the persons dearest 
to her in life, thus widely, fearfully scat- 
tered ! Happily the knowledge of circura- 
starices destined to wring her heart, did 
not reach her solitude for several weeks 
after they had taken place : that blessed 
period was left td the recollection of an 
evient which occurred to herself, and 
which formed, . she hoped, the ba^ x)f 
her future happiness, and that of Rupert. 
.Unsuspicious of the attachment be- 
tween Aremberg and Adolpha, sh^ yit 
speeded the departure of the former 
when summoned to Dresden, anxious 
tiiat bis judicious cpunsels shpul^ be 
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nigh, to enlighten their young cousin, and 
to facilitate her return to the affectionate 
and grateful family at the parsonage^ 
Through Meeta's eyes, she hoped to be- 
hold her son : for she fondly believed it 
impossible that those tw6 dear objects 
should be permitted to approach so near 
each other, without some fortunate 
ehance bringing them yet nearer;-^ and 
little suspecting thlg perilous nature of 
Muhldenau's journey, she looked forward 
to their general re^unioti, at lao diJstant 
. period, with a chastened, yet* iiireiy joy, 
which filled her lonely siitting-room with 
numberless delightful ^isfcms. ' Aremberg 
had been gone some time^ and hik first 
letter read and discussed between Mr. 
V^nderhoven and Madame Roselheim, 
wheti, on the departure of the latter gen- 
tleman, she was remaining near the open 
sashed-door of the now deserted parlour, 
buried in sweet but serious thought, 
when the approach of a covered boat on 
t^e canal, to the landing ^eps of the gar- 
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den, dil at once attracted her attenMon. 
The vessel paused under the bank ; some 
one got out of it, and ascended the steps* 
Madame Roselbeim roused, and advanced 
beyond the porch of the door : her beat^ 
ing heart asked, if that were not possible 
to be Rupert. After looking round ail 
instant, either to note the place, or to see 
if he was observed, the person advanced 
with a rapid step ; his figure was tall, 
and though closely enveloped in dark 
drapery, was singularly noble. Madame 
Roselheim stood gazing on it, as if root- 
bound J — one conviction growing on her 
as she gazed, till it became certainty: 
then regaining with haste and difficulty 
the^ place she had quitted, her senses faih 
ing her as she did so, she sunk completely 
deprived of life upon a seat. 

When she revived, she found herwtf 
supported on the breast of some one 
whose whole frame shook with some 
powerful passion : a hand clasped hers, a 
breathing rested upon her cheek, which 
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for sixteen jrews had 'vistted them Ifui in 
memory* As slie evinced returning cpBr 
sdeusness by a heavy, sigh, a heavietai^^ 
afiswered her : the past, the present;^ 
flashed on her at that sound, and awaking' 
to complete consciousness, with a dismal 
shiver, she averted her head, and faintly 
struggled herself free* : . . . 

The stranger then- &iip^: dpwn at beri 
feet. <* Henrietta!' said^a voice sad, iii-^ 
tecrupted, yet of .«ilArer swe^^m^ ^^ t^ese.. 
guiky arms will soon; dlasp oi|ly the 
sacred cross : -^deny .them npt^one^par- 
dening — last embra/ce ! " ^,^i.,. ,- 

: Madame. Koselbeim started at these 
words.: she was about to speak, to iQcd^ 
upon her husband, but afraid of her .own 
weakness -^ afraid of forgetting that a 
gulph was now between*, them, which 
neither must pass on this aide eterniiy, 
she clasped her hands over her eyes, with 
a suffocated gr6an, and remained ai^tit. 
As silent, yet more convulsed- with, iPT. 

ward struggle, Rhiaegravestein fastenei|J,. 

, - • *■ - ' . ^ 
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his lips to l^e hen^.of her garment : jber 
tears meanwhile, flowed in streama 
through her fingers, and her chokini^ 
sighs were interrupted by short gaq>k|§. 
petitions to Heaven, for strength to sof^ 
port a moment which she was thus des* 
tined to go through done. 

"You will not speak to me!*'*de^ 
madded Abinegravestein, at length } ^< I 
have sinned then, beyond even your 
mercy ! — what am I to k>ok for, at the 
hand of an offended God ?" and rising 
precipitately, he would have retired aa 
abruptly, had not Madame RoselheiHi 
faintly articulated his name. He turned 
at the sound of that voice so longunv 
heard, and never heanl but in the dajFS of 
his true happiness, and throwing himself 
again on the ground, pressed his fore* 
head to it in an agony of remorse and 
regret. 

" Julian !** she re)peated after a while, 
endeavouring to collect her scattered 
powers, and to meet this triistl as she 
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oti^t» " What is it brings you here^^ ta 
one so long forgotten ?" 
' • *< Forsaken ! you would . have said^, 
Henrietta,'' rejoined her husband with 
gloomy wildness, ** but you are avenged. 
I have lived to become the scorn and 
horror of the womSn for whom I gave 
up all this treasure of love and Ipveli* 
ness. — Yes, Henrietta, — lovely, —lovely 
even now !'' he. gazed ; softened } and 
sighed as he gased. 

' Madame Boselheim answered only by 
increasing tremblings : but slowly un* 
locking her' hands from before her eyei^ 
was raising her head to look once more 
upon the husband of her youth, when 
discerning her purpose, he drew the 
hood of his cloak with frightfui haste 
completely over his face, though hitherto 
it had shrouded every feature except his 
eyes. The lingering frailty of the ad- 
mired RhinegravesteiUj spoke in that 
action. ** Henrietta^*' - he exclaimed, 
"you must never look on me again ! 



OF itaMAiiix^^Qr. 55Sb 

a)( Ul^& §rdu "/loved aiid HahouJ^^ iii^l^^ 
once boasted face-^i^iaJl; -whieh W- baas^ 
s^'rit grottly trorshipped there, is ihat- 
tered 1-^ defaced — blotted olit!-^tW 
ido^.- broke, and the sordid worshipper: 
spurned it in th6 dust !>- Mighty Heaven 
that; J should have liveduso lolig but .the> 
piipp^et of a woman*§;eyes ! — Henrietta, 
tl^e ^E^^OffiajyOl^ apeak,o^ Looked 6n me thus 
ill' juiipi^ ? wiien t^e .grasp of d^ath ^ — aw^ 
ful death, was on me^}>*-»she was irty 
wlfe^ I'^vhadvinadiei^h my wife — I 
thought her my wife-^Yet!— it was 
just ^ it was retrilmtioik*' — 

Comprehending at the same moment 
the^reck of her husbaud's person, and the- 
cruel oittrage inflicted upon his feelings, 
Madame ^.o^elheim drew a convulsive 
sigh, while her fiice fell upon her arm, as- 
it now rested on that of the chair she sat 
in* It was long before^ she found voice 
to exclaim, " O Julian, had tiie heart 
never changed ! — that face, dear, dear, 
as ki was tor m^*' i*«- tears drowoed the 
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(eiuler sentiment ere it waa utteredU 
Rhinegravefitein suddenly drew dpae^y 
towards her ^^ he sighed^ almost pas9k>n« 
at#Iy, several times ; then subduing the 
unlu^owed feeling even of this purest 
earthly love, he said in a solemn tone, 
<< Heaven is just: rather let me say, 
'JUeaven is merciful: The vain distinc- 
tion on which I sometimes prided myself, 
was the demon of my life ; it tempted me 
to evil -^ it tempted: evil to seek m^-.— 
r ought I not to bless the Almighty 
ibreath that has withdrawn it ? The wo- 
man for whose frantic passion and pomp 
of power, I bartered your ai6fection and 
my own soul, claimed gratitude for her 
, supposed devotedness} some weak touch 
.of* pity too, would always have staid 
Q my better purpose: but she herseli' dis- 
y Owned those ties, by the savage dis- 
dain with which she herself cut the 
'■' fatal knot that bound us, and again lam 
yonrs and Heaven's T* fi., 

^Min6!** repeated MadaipeJR<^$el- 



Q' 



ii^eiiii! 'her voice dying within hei^i s(M 
feci'irkiire shri&kiriisr into 



s?*^!*»«^*: 




Rtiiiiegtavestein' ehecked/ and aw^d^ 
^tood several mintites contemplating Ker^ 
He drew a profound sigh : then walked 
ft6m her awhile, and returning to her 
side ^ith a stronger efiS>rt at iself^ebm- 
l!tim he had . yet maidef mofe 
ekpMned ' thfe purftott of hfe 
"^i^tfijfb^irtid the purpose bf his s6uL'^ 

The first waij to^ -obtiiii'her fbrgiveAesi, 
'sBy -<:6tavindng h*r that he *ow metttid 
tt'. th^ second Was, h^firmresdiitibn^of 

* titiniig iiilo a motm^ery^' and there 4e- 

^ dit^ihgthe remakd^ ^ his life to the 
trxetcis^ of severe pfety, andtheeduoa- 
'tfott of Jolikh; He had <ihosen^ he said, 

'ftrt^cbutitry where he had first kno^n 
happine!ts> for the scene of hte penitenee ; 
aiid reserving only the custoftiary moiaty 
ol* his own large possessions, for diai^* 

^^2tbie uses, he had made equal dfstribixti^n 
between his two sons^^'ofnU that properly 
l^tnigfed to^ hirtiSi^^^Thfe: §oid«lhq) of 
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Rhiriegravestem w€lift with the r^i^ame 
belonging fo it, to him, whom imp^ial 
law pronounced the 'heir : ^nd tipon him 
also, eventually must devolve the splendid 
dowry of his mother. But there were cei*- 
tain laiids in the Ix)wer Palatinate, origi- 
nally possessed by the ancestors of Rhine- 
- gravestein, and - since bestowed on him- 
self, which might be giveti to another ; 
and these Rhinegravesteift hsid transferred 
• to Rupert^ in ^he V^riting which together 
with the titleofhii wife's deserted estate 
in Bohemiav'h&'lndw laid at her feet; 
offering it/ as lit ttttce the pledge of his 
own sincerity, and' the test of her forgive- 
ness. The terms in which he did this-— 
the affecting details Whjgll'he gave of the 
warring feelings which'^that dear son's 
conduct had caused in himself; the feJ:- 
vor with which he spoke of his filial vir- 
^ tues, and noble reputation ; the anguisl^^^ 
of filpirit with which he mourned his 6wn 
sins against hiin> left no room iii Madame 
^Roselheindi*3>iiifeart, for considerations of 



OF MARIENDORPT. 36^ 

<>ugbt connected with worldly Uarne i^r 
praise : she looked but to the judgment 
of the one great Being. The husband and 
the father, renouncing his riches and ho- 
nours, and about to pronoiuice a solemn 
vow, which must divorce him for ever 
from earthly things,' was to her, as if on 
the bed of death : her tears dried up ; 
while with awed feelings, she took these 
poor . atonements from the hand she 
longed to press to her quivering lips and 
bleeding heart. Rhinegravestein pro- 
ceeded to thank her for her tenderness 
to Julian ; and to entreat their son's con- 
tinued love for that dear child, after his 
father should have withdrawn from that 
world, where he must one day fill a dis- 
tinguished situation, and require some 
guiding hand. He then asked her more 
earnestly, if she forgave him, and would 
pray for that peace for him, which only 
Heaven could bestow ? " Pray too, tl«a- 
iigtta,** he said, " against your own dear 
^If! pray that your unhappyi hushaiid 
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«|ft^:fiot cany .wttb}Liin|49td.tliefiaaGtu- 
;ia^:0fhi$ Crod» thj^ giiillgr desire of dfidf^ 
49tJi)g'k«»:peQitent life to. her be smoed 
^inst ! — the wish i» hi^re ^^kere/^jr^^ 
fstfiking. hi». breast ** I feel it quicken^' 
iog within me ! --^ jU9t punishment of nly 
forioaer intoxtoatioB ! thi£t» will be tigf 
thorn,. Hjeqriet^ when jrof/r blameless 
heart is pHlowed oo down ; and when jro» 
Ihtnk of ; Rhingmvestein» but as^ angvis 
ia HeaYisU) look down upon repentant nn<i» 
nets on eart^ But if prayen if prance 
—» if knees worn with supplication, may 
avail, a Saviour's hand will extract that 
thorn/^t la3t, and I jshidl forget the Vain 
yearning of this parting moment, for one 
Ifist, . one dear embrace i" 

The tone in which Khingravesteifi ut4 
t/irsd ;these words, pierced to Madame 
JjStOselheim's soul ; but it banished no re^ 
turning recollection : it rather recalled 
every agitating event of their united and 
separated lives, and at once led her, and 
repelled her» froca bis arms., Yet it was 



neikf a»d the dread of wrongs s^doi^ llgsr 
i^oiefi^ame r Hhinegmvestein^ hi e^^6r 
fdbservBtion of faei: emotion, uncomcioti^fy 
suffered tfaehood of his cloak to fall iMtck^ 
md> m: dMudaflse iCoselbeixn; ti^ed bttr 
iesltnguisiiiiig < eyvs^ ti]^ fais^ face, anA 
iSavr^e ^niin there; ■ she iitteied a distal 
GJ^, *€xclaititmgv as aAieiblSiopon his lieck^ 
^M this' be sin -iJ- pardon me. Heaven ff 



..■«{■•• -■» • y . . ...» 
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' I Madame ^aoselbiei^ ^as consibidttS' t6 
nothing after this momejit) tS)l she fontill 
herself many, many dayis afterwards^ lilli 
her mm bed, with Jemima sitth% calbily 
beskie iher at /^ork. ISie various ^^ 
tiens virhich had succeeded %d her siceief^ 
ante of h^ ^ husband^s conti^tiotiy ' 1^ 
been too numeroos, t^ i^af^id, too e>^¥^ 
6i:^nary, to Iea\)Ee(%6ti«A tfi^isd bebltlS'i 
and P/heU he toi^ }Mne^-^dmi^/4m ^ 
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appearance of a servant^ temporary in- 
sensibiKty,^^^ and subsequent blissfld ^ deH- 
riiim, had /wholly suspended memory, if 
not feeling, for this long period. 

On recovering consciousness, all the 
grief and gladness of the late amazing 
scene rushed upon her soul, overwhelm- 
ing it with a mixture of pity and joy for 
her husband 4 of regret, of ^ansport, of 
gratitude foa: b^selfa^d Rupert. Though 
exchanging the acclaim of multitudes for 
the silence of a cloister, and the. pomp 
of a noble for the humiliations of a peni- 
tent ; though bleeding with a w^ound he 
blushed to feel, since it was inflicted by 
a hand he scorned; Rhinegravestein was 
far less an object of grief and compassion 
to his wife, than in his day of full-blown 
prosperity. She believed him now en- 
tering the path to that lieaven where she 
hoped to meet him, though by a different 
road; and if no longer her's, he was no 
longer her rivals. Rupert too, might 
now seek his father's blessing, and re- 



or liAEIEKDOaElPT. ^QT 1 

oeive^ his < gifts without degradatipfi' : 
Julian might share his iimoceiit hGi^vX 
anrongst them : and thus^ there inji^t 
" be joy on earth, as in heaven,-* over 
*« the one sinner that repenteth/- 
-^ As this long-suffering woman threw 
herself on her knees to utter thanksr 
givings. fortstich signal merely and to 
pray for the safety and return of those 
who were absent from her, she felt more 
powerfully thaa ever, that the true 
Christian ijst nevei: left alone, without 
a^sympathising friend; and that it is only 
they, who^ with keen sensibilitiesi ha\^e 
yet no. habit of commvmion with their 
God, ^at can be said to know the com* 
plete solitude of the soul. 

This Madame Roselheim knew not : 
and so passed with her, days and weeks 
that ware clouding over the heads of the 
absent^' and bringing to them woe j^nd 
desolation, .. . .^ 
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jf ,^eeto-ftrrived at the goal of* her louiriie)^ 
thmA ihehonr wh^n the market pioplte 
^9(1):^ the couDtry were entering tte ^citjr 
with tbeir articles of barter. ScMnetbtng 
a&ai(i of taking a personal share la the 
perplexities hia companions oHgbt en« 
counter^ their guide contented himself 
^vlth giving them a verbal reGonaosendit 
ation to an artin^r' in the smalL^to^ni: 
(l«a division c^ Frague is cilledi) whom 
b» knew to be at Jieart a Protestanti; and^ 
baying served in tl)e arttiy/ something of 
a linguist : baviitg pre^ousdy instructed 
Esther how to condiiot herself and her 
youthful charge to escape observation^ he 
bade them adieu» and precipitately left 
them to their fate. 

* Meeta was wrapt in a coarse woollen 
doaki 'purposely procured^ which, ; with 
the baaket she held^ containing aJieedful 
change of raiment, enabled her to pass 
amoi^ the crowd of country people ^r 
oni^of themselves: Eather's early habits 
readariedit easy for her to assume their 



OF m^aMummn. anj^ 

attf uiiad ; pf ovidai -herself -with ^itk ^i^fHili 
backet Df ; ordtndry vegeUfaAe^r^ *]^isbidj^ 
llm^gh the cro^vrded ^tes^ ivfththid (5^111^ 
fident stepdf oiie fkti^lhi^ with'the^^ 
tmi)Ge» she entered withotit difficiitl^f 
and.eare&Lifiot to diUj^tey h^ igilt)rdfi66 
0f the ^treets,^ avriitr& that the k^u^ tbef 
sought^ lay mthe^^iuwter thfey were ^al^ 
fmdiy^ itir' idle iweitM^ <in^^ w 
tatidiv'l^ra^^ ^^fBuy^iftCTtii iiifd b^idgli 
i^orc^^ the^ M^Q^ wbi<^ 4somidct$ tb^ 
twOi towns, seait>hing :^t ^ Certain la^gi^ 
biitl(Kiigs >wfaicl) weroo^to eoifiititute^^thi 
stara*' of their «€mn^/>^ M^s^a folJ^wv 
6d heri - ali paie,^^ aghast; > and trema^ 
lous: her senses, even .yet/J wfefe seal* 
terlid I and the gratp c^f^nortal g«*ief'*#as 
stilt ontiMU* heart. . What iier: aim, m^ 
beside;that of reaching her .father,; sh^ 
knewo^Kit: »b# £»llawed,^:'periiap0>i^ij[| 
part, the instinct of ia child accsastoiacil 
to believe their 'pattenftlariBsrd' sheltee 
froaL eveiy^calamity. v A1^4 Meeta iiad: 



nei^er known Of mcment '- tttt > tlOTtp in 
which those arms could not have ^"v^en 
her f^rotectiony or, at leasts have awaken- 
ed hope, if they were not able to eni^ute 
jcomfbrt ! She now hurried onward by the 
side of Esther, whose chief care was to 
shelter her companion's wild looks and 
suffocating sighs, from , passing observ- 
ation* Their searoh of the carpenter's 
liouse to which they were bound, was pror 
longed by their incapability of asking ques- 
tions; neither of them.knowing Bohemian;; 
they were^ howevei:^ fortunate enough to 
discover it at last ; and delivering the 
token given them: for that purpose, and 
saying whom they brought it from, they 
.were mystically welcomed into a back 
apartment. Meeta had no time to waste 
in caution ; at once, she dii^losed herself 
m German^ and asked if her father ?97ere 
ii)deed a prisoner, and if— r^ess almost 
br^ipg heart, interrupted. the question, 
^he, good people of the ^ouse mjeebanit 
wily jBwtened:.th®r^.door,L M.:thejr. saw 
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their atraQger-gu^H give way to this.pas(- 
stoa of Borrow ; but they: hastened t6 give 
her the information she sought rMofal- 
denau was confined, they said, in thie 
White Tower: having pro videntiaUy e3&- 
cited the compassion of .the governor's 
daughter, who was touched with the sight 
of bis grey hairs, as he passed, under her 
window to his prison, she had made it 
her suit, that the usual rapidity of martial 
law^might be staid a while, till the unfor- 
tunate personcould let some of his friends 
know of his situations and the Emperor^s 
rigor be perhaps softened by their means. 
This interposition had happily retards 
ed his fate, for the Governor had= pr^. 
longed his indulgences as much as pos- 
sible, by sending finally to know the 
Imperial will, concerning the person upon 
whom the papers he forwarded were 
found secreted ; but whose case itivixli^ 
some : difficulty. Although he opnibssed 
liimself a native : of the Bsi^iikMe^ fie 
called himself* a naturalized st&ject of 
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tes-General ; and thtfug;i^|itt|tti!^ 
lAe fete Palsgrave's were found 'oiT'faMH 
ffiey were not of a treasonable MtUire.^ 
^ides which, his open declaratioi^^of 
I^rotestantism was not punishable, an&i 
the crime of preaching its doctrmesi in 
any country subject to the Emperor^ was 
liot attributed to him. Thus, nnless netiial 
guilt against public or private- aafefcy 
dbuld be proved on the prisoil^^ his eset 
cution might embroil Austria . and Hidr 
land, without serving -the Imperial intent 
rest in any way. These 'Consideration^^ 
however, were not e:spected- to prevsM 
dither with Austria <^ Bavaria, whos^ 
gfoomy intolerance and ferocious spirit of 
vengeance, increased ivitfa the vexations 
of an unprosperouR c&mpaign.'- Ooatnt 
Rhinegravestein's retir^nent from public 
Hfe, the carpenter added, was t6 be 
lamented, even by the Protestants >ag8iiist 
^horiri he fought^ as he was always known 
tii tempAr ' - the «fcvere councils of biis 
itighsf'rir^ters^^>nd "td'hAvtf the^{RHirerful 
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OF jMASWNDQj^T. 3^ 

andiat:ht8«<Nnmw4* oo ^ach /ocpfia^o^ 
Ai J,hiQegrayestein'0 javp^o, a g^m.^i^ 
bopi^ shot across thf! waste of. A|e|^^j^ 
soul: if he had any influeoce left» and.K 
Rup^t would ask it ! Surely for her fa- 
ther's life, Rupert might splicit even hi^ 
fadiedr^ without (Jegradatipn ! She no^ 
hastilj enquired where tiie hosjbile arw^ 
were ?' and heard with tran^^rt, that thje' 
adisa^ed guarded Qeneral Koiugsmarl^^js 
WB8 supposed to be somewhere pn tib^ 
Weisse* To seek, Rupert herself, waft 
mposmble : not to her delicacy — forsil 
the trammels of this world were vanUh- 
edfrom the eyes of Meeta^-r^but it was; 
impossible for he^ to leave the place tb^ 
contained her threatened . father^ She 
threw herself upon Gsdier's breasL ^be- 
seeching her to give her the last tribute 
of he^^iove^ by going in search of Rupei;^ 
and telling him the condition of hex fa? 
th4r. The danger and diflScjultj^, pjf such 
an *t(rrand for , Estber^.^Me^t^^lQ^t; sight 



of; in this fearful hour dbe saw notfaji^ 
but the axe suspended over the t bead, 
most deiu", most honoured* Atos I bow 
selfish do we become, when danger 
threatens those we love beyond ourselves! 
Esther venerated Muhldenau, and be- 
sides cherished a proud consciousness of 
iier own value on great occasions : >sh^ 
left Meeta no leisure for recollection of 
the risk to which she was exposing a 
mere domestic } and frowning their< asto« 
nished host into silence^ as he would have 
exclaimed against this extraordin^y 
rashness, she asked some needful ques- 
tions; then taking, after a short hesitation, 
part of Meeta^s slender purse, fervently 
commended her to the care of these 
friends of an hour, and to the blessing of 
Heaven, and vanished on the instant. 

Left to herself Meeta's first act was 
to request her charitable entertainer to 
conduct her to her father's prison. It 
was in vain that the good carpenter ar- 
gued they impossibility of her Obtaining 



OFrlllHIESrDORFT. 3^ 

eatrlmcev or his own titter inability to 
smobth her way, poor and obscur^ as ht 
was« Witli some embarrassment, he ex^ 
pressed a hope that she would be carefirl 
not to compromise liis safety and that of 
his wife, by any indiscretion j for if it 
were known with whom she lived in 
Prague, she must consent to pass for. a 
casual lodger,: of whose concerns he knew 
nothing; and permit him to save hiis 
family frofn rum, by denying her pro- 
ceedings, if ever those proceedings 
brought his political sentiments into 
question. 

This intimation was the iirst circum- 
stance which recalled M^eta to consider- 
ation of others : she started at the selfish- 
ness of her phrenzied sorrow^ and knew 
not whether she ought not to hasten after 
Esther^and withdraw her from the forlorn 
hope, on which she had just sent her. 
Her filial anguish could only be silenced 
a moment, in her heart ; and wringing 
her hands in passionate petFtioiid to liea- 
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Btfhemito^ sucked of h^, With i^fiii^nce'tb 
t^HiSciiritj^ <)f his household ; an^ bbcf;^^ 
in^ his dir^Hfitions of shrouding her attri^e^ 
ti^ lace and figut^ more closely^ Vfa^ 
Went, tirith the rapidity of light, idiiearfeh 
<tf her father's distnal dweffing. ^' Tire 
state prison was easily found; aMlM^et^ 
fii^ attem^ to gaitr ad¥nitmtic^/^a^ by 
^dressing Wl i»eift!in'el l^hi^ to ofi^ 
4>f thift Batiyaii^ regiWntSi ^m duty in 
^^Migue. -At'fir^ shefms 1^ 
tough indM!^^^^^, itod at leo^ H^- 
teoed to^ itf )frfty to^^her y<^th ahd^tire^ 
^tjMreiss. Fwtti this^oldi^^ she ykriied^ 
IhW there cotilcL be n* entrduce ifritliStot 
a direct 6rd«i^^t«th€-inilitarjrg6r^t^br; 
Popr Meeta flew to the goveiiiiiietrt 
JMftise : to gaift access there, #a^ iftijl^bs. 
aible. Aftef various vain applicatibns to 
each of the many inferior officers, %hb 
adroitly shifted the peraecntibri of her 
tears, and the resj^oiisibflity of yifeldin^ 
to tiinnti ^^^tbdsfe tilfevfe 1*feE&i^^^fte ri. 



OF M^W^DQVffl. §§| 

peived.the same nvithecbig,j»^sw^ f»^ 

tQvisit^. they said, was a,sJta,te ^^cip^j^ 
and a Protestant; imperial ^H^f^i^itj^i v(f^ 
^unrelenting against both cfaai^acters % aiOHi 
as suchy the governor of Prague co^ld 
not be siQUdte4 on such a subject, by^a^ 
iHie of a rank inferior to his own» 
^ Meeta returi:^ to. her friend the <Mh 
jpentei;, 4^^^^^^ : ^^P^ desperate* Sit^ 
j(ia4 now Jip haf)e, but in the humanity of 
the lady whpsQ inter^rence )siad alread^r 
delayed the fate ^f M^^ldenau ; and to 
aspei^tain jKer , boixie ajid i^esidence, s^e 
p^jt^iJI he^r host's jftmaU ^mea^'s of inform- 
ation a^ work. It, co^t ;» obscure and 
timid ^n individual, tiie^ diligent enquiry 
^, ^yerfil day^ ere he discovered pre- 
oi^^jfy, that the lady in question was D»dt 
4he j^pghter of the governor^ but the 
wife pf a Baron Iden^tein, whose fire^- 
4nent formed part of the gamson^^i and 
tliat being some-ho^ conne0ted with-tbe 
^Ifpv^nor, she kwi^jx .tolei^Wie degilee of 
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inftnence 6veT hitii; Unhappily igmjiraiTi 
that her Rupert had ever known ia Baron' 
Idenstein, Meeta hastened to this ladyf^ 
residence — the government house itself. 
What washer anguish of disa])pointment/ 
to learn, that the governor was ill of a 
fever, the Baroness too close in attend- 
ance upon him to be harassed with foreign^ 
subjects of interest, and the Baron him- 
self not returned from a military niission 
on which he had been sent previous to 
the arrest of Muhldenau ! 

Day after day Meeta haunted the 
courts of the government house, implor- 
ing some one, only to carry her brief 
petition to the Baroness. But the officious 
duty of some, and the wanton power of 
others, made every one deny her prayers ; 
and soon she had nothing mcH*e to ofi^r : 
foj* her slender purse was quickly ex- 
hausted by the imprudent lavishness of 
the first misa^lied bribes with^which she 
sought to buy entrance into the White 
Tower;^-13iitt luteal which# as the^lSst, she 
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deemed irc€Bi$tiW> dapgerouaas it might? 
prove tQ herself y -^ the feet of heir h^/ 
ing^ the daughter of the ^ed prisoiiftil 
served but to , steel some hearts against^ 
her suit, which might otherwise have* 
melted to it. While some shook her off, 
through cruel indifferenee to the fate of 
one professing, a difiereut form of worship 
from i their own, others shrunk awaj 
through fear of incurring suspicion of 
heresy, or dreading displeasure for their 
ill-placed compassion. ? .^ 

Ever as Meeta returned across the 
dreary — to her eternal brieve, which led 
from the centre of the city to its humbler 
outskirts, she dragged her weary limbs., 
to the prison of her father: wandering 
under its mournful wall, like some dis« 
mal ghost; or passing whole hours, im- 
moveable, on the steps that led up to it^^^r 
like one afflicted with incurable lunacy•rr^^' 
Every thought seen;ied, eyeii to hers^lf^ > 
absorbed in one : but otfa§rs toiled wit];^> 
inh.er mce^santly, l^^hf:^ Ru^i 
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gert, of his mother, of Aremberg, c^ the 
devoted "Esther, haunted her day i£^ 
night: still with reference only tbtlusit 
power of saving her father's life.' <Shb 
would have abhorred herself, cokld she 
have felt one fear, or indulged one regret 
that had any other object than this vene- 
rated parent She shuddered to remem- 
ber the fond visions she had formerly iii* 
(iulged in, of love and happiness; and 
whenever she ventured to think of Ru- 
pert, it was only in connection with de- 
solation and death. 

With the wretched, every day take4 
something from their stock of hop6s and 
wishes ; as despondency gains on them, 
these go out, one by one : nothing re- 
places hope: till at lengEh dl their ex- 
pectations are bounded to the solitary 
consolation, of seeing the termination 
they are sure must arrive, delayed a day 
*— an hour. Thus, within the short space 
of eight days, a wilderness of time, to her 
that marked every instant pf it by a 
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IlLQi^eF pangi — : poor Meet^'s beart , ha^ 
n.Qjbking left to throb for, except the dbulj^ 
b^lQssing of learning at the prison-^gate^ 
that no order had yet arrived for the ex- 
ecution of the prisoner. Sometimes the 
fire of a bolder hope would suddenly blazc^ 
up in her soul, and extinguish as' sud- 
denly. If Rupert had prevailed upon his 
ppwerful father to interpose ! if Arem- 
berg had conceived any effectual mode 
of saving him ! but neither of these dear 
friends appeared to interpose. Perhaps 
Esther might have fallen into hands in- 
clined to deal as harshly with her, as they 
ha4 done with her honoured master ; Ru- 
pert might have perished in some en- 
countec with the enemy !'* 

Meeta's soul returned to " the shadow 
of death" once more. 

On the ninth morning of her residence 
in Prague, in answer to her uniform ques- 
tioning, her sorrowing host confessed 
that one of his customers who lived^riear 
the governments-house, assured him that 

VOL. IV. s ^ 
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9^0ies9eag!ei; inm tiie Imperial Com th^d 
i;c«;chod it» lartf^ tbe preceding i^gbu ab^ 
it was feared with an order for the. fi^CK 
cution of the Protest9;nt minister, witJiin 
three daya. This. &e¥erit)r was said to ti^ 
^ecaaioned by the angry state of the £41^ 
peror's miad, who had obly juat bteard; 
the news of two a^ali dei^e^ta^ sustaiE^ 
by bia troops and thoBe of Saw^jlQ 
deapite of Montecw^iftli'a sctf^ce^ and the 

Prince of \Kiirtiemberg'&m3rvellw&perp> 
3Qiml couragi^ ^ther at Summ^rhtu^^ft 
or LdiKi^ingeiv ;. Meeta'a informaat 1uq(^ 
m^ exactly which. But MeetayntJ^fto 
longer by, to hear what he conjectured,,; 
she hadi flown witb tia^ sapidity of mad-- 
Bess, to the doors whence she had. beer^ 
repulsed so often ; and finding thei^e^ but 
a single servant of a smiling aspect^ sl^e 
:ftung herself at his feet^ telling herimnie 
and situai^ioiu and imploring bim« m the 
«w&d name^ of tbieir Creaton^. either to 
adimt har to the^ ^esence q£ ht§ kidy,^ oi 
toii»«9r;i]Ktr-a.&w lm«a^ whtcb she wpuid 



wei^^ Ht^iil in BttevtdM4^ upon lief sifcb 
rdsftiv^i' ■■- - ■•■•-' "- " ^^ 

Alas £h€^ smile oti whi^h Meeta builfr 
hw Hop0^» Wft9 that 6f self-conceit only-S 
the {yaon^redmenid carelessly confirmed 
the truth of the report about th« Empeur 
roir^is^ec^isiori) adding ^ with a contempt»i 
oilisglaitreef at her defaced hab^im^nts^ 
that it m^ not for gentlemen in^ hisi sitiio 
aticiti^ «fd 'lacqii^y the mjessages^ of rebels 
an^ fyaupers^ If thdre ha:d been thcr 
slighieisll chance of i^ suitable reward, bet 
added, he might have carried a messa^ 
era letter. ^ 

M^eta Convulsively owned that she was 
destitute of the means;- that she had al^ 
ready parted, for similar purposei^ with 
every thkig belonging to her, except the 
verjr garments she Woi'e: •* Yet she haft 
one Of tw6 rich friends,** she added; **affldf 
if they knew her distress ;*'—^ she wrong 
her/hands as^ she spok^ in bitterness 
of' sofiU The whkefMsi of *l^osei€in^avm*>cld 
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liands and arms, evidently gtru€kyvt|ie 
man, for he exclaimed, ^< Let us see wbi^ 
sort of face you have to bribe with IJ/ 
and snatching off the large hat with ^which 
she had hitherto wholly screened her le^r 
tures, the violence of the action puUed 
down and scattered her hair, ^covering 
her, even more completely, with its abund- 
ant tressed, than if a veil had beea thrayrn 
over her; 

! " Nothing left!'* exclaimed the vena^l 
wretch, " by the mass i a fortune in this 
glorious hairj—v^hy don't you Sell it, 
and give a pretty fellow like me, the 
purchase money, by way of douceur ly^ 
Your petition should be on my lady's 
toilet, ten minutes afterwards," 

Meeta eagerly asked if he were serious ; 
and remembering how often in Holland, 
she had s$en advantageous traffic made of 
this nMural ornament, by the country 
girls, her heart opened to the joy of 
hope. The servant was as much sut*- 
prised at thfs ffk^iUty with which a young 
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^reatd^e^ ^reed to partv^ith heir be^tii- 
fot tressesi as she wm to find tbat^h^ - 
wouM'iiidfeed accept them, as an equiv^ 
lent for ' actual money : and . hastily fol* 
Idling his lead, she went with him into 
ohW of the cloistered courts of the buildup 
ifig, — one rarely frequented, and now 
6ecu^ed sdlely by a sentinel, and there 
i^t^iidd^Jiiib to icut off, and carry, away 
the prize he coveted. As she replaced 
th^' mdtiy folds of 4h^f b^^utiful hair,, by 
tl¥6 Hn&n h^odke^hief from her bonnejt, 
and drew tlie short remnant; of its silky 
^w^ve^'^iforwardy to bide^her sbrinkipg- 
ikcej "■'' for an instant ' ^ e thought of, K\Xr 
p<6rt*' She remembered, how ofteii, \p. 
the days of their,: unspoken attachiqei^t, 
Jdltan'^uded to sit on her knee at M^ien- 
d<j4^t^ tnaking a tent lOf this h^ir, an^^s 
he threw back its dark curtaip?^ i bf^^ 
ofti^n her \ heart . bad throbbed .^t . t^ 

expT^sioh of Rupei*'^ T iiM^tt^4 MM' 
How deiKT had>«»chr lUfi^l^r^^s |Ten^^(^p 

4\m% forfeited: ^itressetfijM M^^hA^} 
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Itftefy were parted with to bay entraivoe 
io ber father! *<If I could ^ell this 
vaunted whtte and red^ also !" ^fae es:^ 
daimed; the pacing sentinel, halted close 
beside her, as she spoke, and the jc^fleo- 
Cion of her face from the polished steel 
of his cuirass, showed her that she had 
no longer blooming cheeks to tinnk o£ 
Not even a transient sigh followed this 
discovery. Her spirit sprung after the 
few lines she had written with pencil 
and a shaking hand to the Bmionass 
Idenstein* 

\ Her mereedary friend appeared as iii 
lie had a conscience ; oi* perfaapft^lie'was 
in haste to get free, and aseerfain the 
value of his extraordinary donation, for 
he returned quickly, and beckoning 
Mecfta, told her in a whisper, th^t 'his 
Wy would actually admit her to her 
presence* He then charged her, as she 
'valued his f\itu re good offices^ to k^ep 
{he secret of the douceur which bought 
<hem ': arid vauirting Ms own influence. 
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as highly a» be extolled his ow& good 
nature for thus tfoofeliDg his lady in such 
a matter the very first day of the govem 
nor's c0ttvia(escence, he conducted 4ier 
through Wflfg passages and solenfia iialls, 
to ft more cheerful part of the govern^ 
ment^hoBse, where ushering her into an 
antiroon^, he left her to apprize the 
Bareness* 

When this person shut the door^ Meeta 
f ek 8caix?ely idi>le to support the fearful 
-agitaticoi of that moment : her heart be^ 
with intermitting force ; one instant so 
vii^ntiy that it seemed beating its way 
through her slender side ; and the next, 
^entirely motionless. In this tumult of 
Many hc^es and fears, she threw herself* 
on her knees, and was about to ask the 
assistance of a Higher Power, when the 
deer opened soUly, and a lady entered 
alone : she stept baok on seeing Meeta's 
attitude, and an amiable blush coloured 
her delicate features. But after a mo^ 
menu's irresol ution, she ^ame forward, 
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aad*ra»^d her from the ground ; accbtn- 
panying the action with an expression' of 
benevolent sympathy. 

Meeta was struck with the Baroness's 
extreme youth : but she recked not, that 
lier figure had the air of an Atalanta ; that 
her fine colour went and came, \yith 
interesting mutability ; and that her eyfeS, 
though now somewhat subdued by watch- 
ing, or by compassion, seemed naturally 
as playful and bright, as those of the 
gazelle* Meeta saw only the compas- 
sionate humidness of those eyes, and she 
felt the ready sensibility which that fluc- 
tuating complexion implied. There was 
something, in short, in Baroness Iden- 
stein's voice or countenance which 
brought back some agreeable recollec- 
tions : what tliese were, Meeta knew 
not; for all was confusion within hen 
She burst into tears, and half sinking on 
her knees again, faltered out her pe- 
tition. 

■ ^ ■ • 

The amiable stranger lifted her up 



q^s^moi^j^^gf eating J3^ ^ 

Jtiu^baBiit, who might;- have hee^TisBare 

serviceable on this sad occasioQ^than.nbb 

could he herself. She lamented L the 

meiaacholy: condition of the \^nerahle 

prisoner, who^e looks had moved her so ; 

said something in approbation of his 

dlaught^r'^ filial exertions, hopeless as 

tkey. miQht j)roye j and promising to use 

ail her influence over her restored rdiai. 

tiyej.to procure an ord^r for Meeta's ai 

mission, to the White Tower, staid not to 

ask other questions than where she must 

send . such an ordiSr ? and evidently 

anxious to escape greater pain, glided 

a^ay through; a side,en trance. 

Meeta knew not whether to call the 

eniotion with which she herself quitted 

l^be room, the suc<;eeding instanti hope 

or deispair. All that generous pity ima 

powerful station: could . promise :of ;; hc^^ 

Baroness Jdenstein's manner : madep c&^ 

tain : but she had said . nothing of pis^ 

don pr ac^vuttal }^.anfl^eJM^d:wit^^ 
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JvljMilyl M^ta tore b^,th^«g^;fr»TO 
j^he^ 'inference coosequ^it upoor thi3/ ^o^ 
^ervittion. , ' 

, Baroness Idenstein proved the sincerity 
of her pity, for in less than twohours afVer 
Meeta's return to her timid hosits, all 
order was brought to her^ signed by the 
governor, for her daily 4dt^lt^|lc^ ;9f 
entire residence with the. prison^,, u^id^ 
certain restrictions. Tbis^.W99 inclpsed 
in a packet from . the Bafoness^-contaf Ur 
ing only a small pursed of money^; N^it^ 
these words wrapt round it^ " Far.l&rpm 
your friends, you may .fipd this. \i3ie^|f*- ': 

Meeta scarcely saw the rpurse^, useful 
as it might become, but shesei^dth^ 
order, as a starving wretch snatches :<at 
the morsel which is to save him ^ and, jac- 
cprnpanied by the respectable old seryant 
whon^ the Baroness had charged with thi^ 
copimlssion, she hurried to the prispn* • 

As she hastened along, this person :ir^ 
spectfuUy expressed his commiseration, 
and lamented? tbiit his^ rn^en who, loye^ 




^W Iti^^fba paSfsiofidtely vU tote^ 
litea\*ti srtid cttrth to pfeasui^e'H^r, ifttycitt 
be so long detained from Pr agufe : sf ntife 
thefe was otte now in the city, who, 
tWiE^ve tobnrtii before, might hare given 
TRfe Of death as he pleased; one, too, 
easily entreated to mercy ; and the earfy 
fifiend of- lifisi lord. With quivering hps, 
Meeta^rtlqmrtd thfe powerful person^i 
inattiei What wsis her joy, 'when he nam- 
edCotintftHlntegrax^^stein? What were 
fter cotfflittihg' enretibns; ^hen, on ques- 
tioning her coinpattiob funher, she heard 
that lAhfinegiravestelh ^as on the morrow 
to makepuhdic resfgriation of his worldly 
honoufs, in the chui^cfr of the Clemen^ 
tinfeg; by assnmnfig the noviciate's garb of 
that rihferi It was not possible foi^ a 
creittrt-e ib ill-instf ucted in the lore of 
rid lift, to frtragine that the General 6f 
thtf EledtcJr, and the champion of the 
Emperor, coutd renounce his pbwei* 
with fivi atagust istatiori. She knew the 
s«rvicey he had ' ftM^S' to bbth h& 
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^^d masters ; she knew aliioi^ ^^/liat 
ll^kodid distinctions bad courted him tp 
new se^rvices, and wider sacrifices; .imd 
believing that gratitude is obligation's 
shadow, her heart expanded to the hope^ 
his ability ^nd his providential presence 
seemed to authorize. 

Grief ^ like insanity, has not UQi&6s 
quently its subtle purpo^ ; and equally 
afraid^ of being traversed . in it» kEK>W9 
how to conceal it irom suspicion.. Meeta's 
resolution was taken^. tlie instant she 
heard that Rupert's father was within her 
reach ; and having minutely acquainted 
herself with every local circumstance 
necessary to guide her, she .bade adieu to 
her conductor ^t the gate of the White 
.Tower, to which the order he presented, 
gave her entrance, with an appearaoice 
t£. composure, which deceived him as to 
the real state of her tumultuous hopes and 
.apprehensions. 

^ Her fleet steps outran those ..of -the 
^gaoler that admiited her within the gates. 
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iild'vtroiild;have guided her way thrbftj^tl 
ike^§\^myi pasi^age^ of the prit^n 'i M^setjiL 
sel^med to thread their dark inttic^oie^ by 
indtinct. A well-known voice arrested 
her speed at the door of a low cham- 
ber : it was that of her father, repi^ting 
from memory some consdatory verses of 
Scripture. She thought he read aloud; and 
clasping her hands together in an ecstacy 
ot*j^ief and gladness, she blessed God that 
the oonsolation of his Bible was not with^ 
heldfrom him. Meeta little knew the rigor 
of fanaticism !-^Tumipg round in breathe 
less faaate, and putting a piece of gold 
into the handi^ of the gaoler, she bade 
him fasten the door upon her^ and leave 
her to pass that night in his prisoner^ 
sad society. The man paused a m<)- 
mei^t ; but recollecting by whose order 
she was admitted, took the money and 
retired. 'i 

At sight of her father leaning against 
the barred window of his idesokite cham- 
ber,, his: thoughts^ ^evidently OipimmiiiiKivig 



with heatM, she uttered & pitMQ§ cry, 
and springing forward to throw herself <M 
his neck, fell almost Kfeless at his feet.^ 

The atnazeinenty grief^ tnmsporty of 
MahMeoau, when he Mt that beloved 
daughter in his aitHs whom be hoped ig^ 
norant of his sad destiny, yet whom he 
yearned to see, may be imagined. Sweet, 
tweet and bitter was the cup h6 then 
drank of! She brought comfort to him, 
she was seeking anguish for herself. 
Her wasted person and altered looksr, 
told him what she had already sufiered ; 
and, ever alire to apprehension for others, 
his first question asked whether evil had 
befallen any other object of ^their- afl^ 
tion ? Meeta*s hysterical -assurance M' 
their safety when she left sofif^e^ und last 
heard of others, quieted his al^m : but 
6he herself was so strangely altered, s6 
wildly tearless, that he scarcely recog* 
Msed his Meeta in the poor ghost beifbre 
him. Her brief answer to his question, 
if she 'twere ^Ibltie, impressed bim v^tt^ 



the notiOH thut some bad failed ,W.i|i 
this h^rd triali on wbosp aflectioa they bad 
a right to anchor their dependance j aj^f^ 
at that suspicion, the pious tranquillity oi* 
his spirit gave way: but Meeta quicldy 
re«assured him, adding her belief, that 
each and all of these absent friends were 
making efforts for his release ; repeating 
her gratitude for the unexpected blessing 
of Baroness Idenstein's compassion ; and 
kindling into something like hope, as 
she described that signal interposition oi' 
Providence. 

Muhldenau's mournful seriousness ot* 
aspect soflened into tender tears, m 
Meeta described the goodness of this 
amiable stranger, the devoted attachment 
of Esther, and all the difficulties «he had 
herself conquered, ere she attained the 
woeful felicity of their present meeting* 

"Mychild, ray dear, imprudent cbitd^^ 
exclaimed her father, pressing her at 
every pause of her convulsed voi^ 
against his labouring heart } but trustk^ 
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ffielipg^herxasbf yet touching^ ^^yo^fd- 
xxess ^oocasioned^ and aware that Jjis days 
vsexe numbered, he strove to Uiru her 
thoughts and his own towards the pro- 
spects and promises of another world* A$ 
he talked to her of those sacred subjects^ 
her awed soul gradually ceased its restless 
ebbing to and fro, with other hopes and 
other expectations ; submission succeeded 
to despair • — nay, even to hope itself: 
and while, with ,s a humanly-breaking 
heart, she felt that the hour, which ter- 
minated her . father's life, by a violent 

' , ■ ■ ' 'J 

death, would be the last of her own, , all 
within her lay prostrate at the feet of Him 
who has promised to " wipe away every 
tear, in the mansion of His Father ^ and 
our Father." 

^.Muhldenau then spoke more distinctly 
of their absent friends ; gave Meeta some 
directions respecting the disposition of his 
dender-property, in case no miracl^.were 
wojcked iot^ his pj-eserv^tion j and lie^id 
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with bepevolent pleasure of the groWit^ 
confidence between Aremberg and Ad6t<^ 
pha. Many were the fond wishes hcf 
breathed for his daughter's future hap- 
piness with Rupert ! Many his ten** 
der messages to Madame Jloselheiai.' 
Meeta heard him in death-like silence : 
her spirit was calm, while her father 
talked of life, only as the passage, a 
little darker or lighter, leading to eternal 
joy } but when he spoke of it as an object 
of future anxiety, and future enjoyment^ 
th^ fl0od-g£i.tes 6f agony again burst open, 
Overwhelming every consolation. 
Thus passed that dismal night 
As the morning came on, Muhldenau^ 
over-wearied with so many hours of un» 
usual agitation, and greatly weakened in 
body by fatigue, previous to his impri- 
sonment, sunk into peaceful sleep : — 
tie was yet steeped in that blessed forget- 
fulness of pain and sorrow, with hh 
daughter watching over him, like some 
guardian spirit of the dead — for, alasi 
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«fae iseemed no longer to belong to atight 
livmg ! — when one of tbe gaolers ^ter- 
^ with the prisoner's breakfast v and afi 
unusual sttr being heard without^ Meeta 
looked up, and tremblingly enquired its 
€ause« Ske 'was told it was occasiolfied 
by the crowd hastening to the Clementine 
church, to witness the Ceremony of 
Count Rhinegravesteiif s profession. 

Atthatnam^ her purpose of the pre- 
•ceding evening rushed on Meeta's recol- 
dectiont and dreadhig a moment's dday, 
«ihe softly withdrew from her father's side; 
won the gaoler to remain with him till 
he should awake ; and leaving anothei: 
piece of gold in the man's hand, as he 
promised to account for her temporary 
:libsence in the terms she wished, she 
looked for a mom&tA on her sleeping 
tather, then hastily telreated. 

To measure the way back to her hum- 
ble lodging, and write som^ blotted lines, 
-Stating her daim on ; Rhinegravestein's 
^ttentio!^ as the betrothed of his son, 
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iind ihd stroHg^ronesidf l«m she pleaded 
foii' on the gratitude of Julian's jfktiier^ 
fend then to htirry with these to the eo:- 
tfadce of the Clementine church, were 
the actions, appai'ently, of an instant : but 
sufficient time had elapsed for thelites 
performing there, to approach their cdtt- 
clu^iotii Enlightened by the jiiform*- 
ation she had dravtt ^il of Bareness 

■i 

Idenstein's humane attendant, Meeta did 
nc^ enter the church itself, but placed 
herself at the outside of a small door, 
wj^ich led from the fiteps of the altat 
ittto jBome cloisters which the procession 
of Mtmkfi must pass> in the way back 
tb their college** There, leaning her 
throbbing temples against tlie wall) she 
heard, withotrt listetiing to, the surging 
sfea of noises within, the monotonous 
chanting of the priests* the swell of the 
responses, the rush of multitudes fall- 
ing prostrate before the elevation of 
the Host, all th^se sounds were un- 
nterfced by Meeta : she wat, awakmed 
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out of herself, only by that deep still- 
ness which followed the last thrilling 
appeal to the senses of Catholic worship- 
pers. , Suddenly, the piercing sweetness 
of a choir of youthful voices, rose soar- 
ing above this solemn cloud of silence: . 
it seemed the call of angels to tite spirits 
of the awakening just. An etiiotfon un- 
utterable, undefinable : an emotion for 
which Meeta reproached herself roir feel- 
ing on the threshold of a church witif 
which she had not communionj t66k pos- 
session of hei* whcile being : she trembled 
through ev^iy ner\^e ; and as she listetietf 
to the following words, mpmentatyi^ irap- 
tute died away, and that hymn Which 
had at first sounded in her ears like ttfe 
welcoming of blessed spirits, seemedltpw 
buf tlie wailings of a soul as desdlate as 
het^ bwii; the cry of Rupert*s sad and; 
tontrftfe fkther, •:'- 
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Lord ! while my tears anoint thy f^et , 
- j ^ Grant tboii the merdeitjrimplci^,' -^ . O'liOB 
, ^ .^ . nail my sins unto thy cross^ , , r . - . , ^ ,j 
And I their weight shall feel no more ! 

O print thine image on my heart ! 

Wake thou atone its hopes, its fears '» 
^o jhall I ceaise o'er earthly things . *% ': 

. Jij^^^ those weak, these gu^^ 

.-! ;•:::;./:•■■■ -^ ■ . . ' ..■.■. 
Meeta's tears were flp wing in torrenU» 

wUen the doors of the church suddenjly 
flew back } and showed t,he procei3sion of 
uionkSf with the newly-initiated, baf^- 
foot and bareheaded, carryiijg a crucifi]^ 
in Jiis hand, apd walking with his eyes fix* 
ed humbly upon the ground. Meeta saw 
only the signs by which she was to dis- 
tinguish the novice, the scarred browi Sfn4 
defaced c|ieek, which would have shocke4 
others, made no impression upon befr 
eager sense: she broke through th^ 
crowd J and flinging herself before the 
startled Khinegravestein, held out an 
open paper. He put it gently asidei and 



would have passed on ; but wildly ^^alt- ' 
ing on him in the name of hi6soti)to' 
Iiear her, she held him fast by the gari^ 
ment, while she rapidly told' her name- 
and errand. The flush of unquenched' 
sensibility instantaneously colourtd^ the 
face of Rhinegravestein: he stoptyglanced: 
with inquietude towards the Siipeiior:bD 
the order, who gravely motioned: him to' 
receive the paper, and taming -W the 
betrothed of hfe son, those eyes which^ 
had so often looked away the pierce ^of' 
others, with an isfxpression which pm^ 
mised all they asked to hers, fell with ari * 
unsteady step back into the line bf the' 
procession. ^ ^ 

At that moment, the idolatry of Meeta^k' 
transport bent her head to tbtf^gfoniic!;^ 
to kiss the footsteps of Rhitii^ravest€?fn ;* 
butei'eher lips touclied the fpbt, she re-' 
coltected where gratitudie and* glory were 
alone due, and she bui-st foith in audible' ' 
thanksgiving to God; * * 

Not two hours after she had rejoined 
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hec &ther, aud amazed hioa. witk. the d^ 
tail cif the scjen^ she had witnjessed and 
shaired in^ a kindly billet arrived f^ooti thn^ 
Baix))ie«s Idendtein. It informed Meeta 
that Count Rhioegrave^ein) avowing his. 
debt of obligatioHS to the minister of 
Majrieedorpt, and repeating the latter's 
CbfifttiaA' conduct to one of their own 
habits had obtained permission from his 
religioufi superiors, ta quit the monastery 
on- th€( errand ^f me^cy : that he bad thea 
aouglH the Governor of Pl:ague> and de^ 
manded the dela^y o^* the Imperial seu^ 
tence, until be could seek the Emperor 
whetpe hC: was expected on bis road ta 
Prague itselfi and solicit pardon for the 
offendfir. Rhiiiegraves|;ein», confident of 
hi^ o^n eventual influence, had cons^^nted 
to an^ei; wiith his own life> for any dis?^ 
pleasure whifsh might arise^ to tbe gpo**^ 
v^roar, iui consequence of yielding, to his 
requeati^ Baipne^s Idenstem added, tliai 
her husband,, having rej^inod tba g^.];^8gs| 
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jvoA as this inlefesting a^lici^on iml 
been granted^ had recognised with ^paiiiir 
ful satis^Eiction, in the name and charftc*' 
ter of Muhldenau» that of the excelieat 
man with whose virtues Julian had'aiadd 
him familiar in former days ; and that he 
was therefore straining all his interest 
with those gone to meet their Sovereign 
for the same desired end. 

It was not in man, perhaps, to resist 
the gladdening hope this letter warranted: 
it was, indeed, beyond the power of a 
fond father and devout Christian when 
he noted such signal marks of Divine 
favour; and witnessed the rapturous 
gratitude of his child ! It seemed, as 
though Heaven's mercies must light on 
her pious head: and though he endea- 
voured to control the excess of her 
transport, he had not force to crush it 
entirely. He kissed off her grateful 
tears ; and pouring out his own spi* 
rit with hers, in pious thanksgiving, 
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taught bet not to depend upofi^ the 
arm of flesh, but to lean solely <m Hu% 
who if he wills a crown of tlmriH lierey 
can bestow crowns of unfading atnaranth 
hereafter. 
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CHAP. X. 






Ths evening of the secood^yoiiSl^eiftKls 

unlobked^br ray: of cckmfort^r bcM^fbt 

Baron Idensteinihttnself tioMuhUtamifs 

|)tison. Tfaat^oogaging aqnset^tWfiiHfliiiftd 

fcrmerly attncted Rupert'ji iconfidene^^ 

vfoiAd alone :ii3ve tespofc«nr ^ ihc^Mjri^ijMd 

of thoM he: rame.' to^ ejven hiulli^itite 

conseiousiieBs of owmg all their jMftxhi* 

du^ences, to the generous pity -itfc^his 

IM:^ animated the sentiment biaii^jpiii^- 

mte excited. The Baron cain^ ichlM^i^d 

'^ith some pleasing news, and whil< b^^Uffl- 

ttDotiheed them, his open countebanP^i^x* 

^^t^id into pleasure : but Muhldl^ttlMi^^ 

•aittieMJve «ye, deserved that i<; .cootrdct^ 

tt^in; wheniMeeta mixed with^iMtex- 

' pr^iOW llf £hMigiatitu(^ iM^iOQ;,hfi|ita 
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of Count Rhinegravestein's success* 
Muhldenau drew his oWn inference from 
this tokeOy and he was not mistaken. 

But the occasion of this young noble- 
man's visit banished considerations ' of 
his own fate :: KleasAeih came to inform 
Meeta that her friends Aremberg and 
^ y|^£d|lta^i^^:os&i tfaat iiiamentsiBr^tlie 
:a|li»tBieiitsc6fi)bi% wife<ii They hadrbeen 
dott»Ukl^^ Ae1itw»y:firaiiE Dresd^9 by 

i «si^is;^iiiidiMlt^»^ 
^kx^^ii^i^i^ whid^^h^ used Jtheiiolermedi- 
-lite '^^ '^^t lie ^ef^^Di^esdbiy io^gtvtjilg 
iiiotlort:% £br savji)^ Jits 

v(^iiid¥^jftf^fettit»r ft^ person tof ^hjgh 
tis^ \k "Sttxonyi ; to the gevef mnrt : wilh 
thii^h&>liof)ed to prevml ixm Jaideb^: «f 
' M^hl^bnu^'s panisbment^^iH;ilLtbe;^y«|t 
'^ :tho(ie^pp)k»Btio^^ i ebawb^re^P^jii^i^ 
at(^£ati(i€Sd. ^^;^^h]Iexi29k3MphiMiri^L^»t 
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was peculiar to her character^ at onci^. 
presented herself to the lady wha she, 
heard presided at the governor'^ boused 
stating her interest in the su&ring father 
and daughter, and claiming her good^ 
offices for them both : it is needless to 
say, how amiably that touching confi* 
dence was answered. 

Meeta shed tears of uncoiUrpll^faJ^. 
emotion, both at these proofs^^f , hen 
friepds* unwearied affection, and.att the 
unexpected information of their being- 
already united in a bond v^icli justified;, 
their appearance thus together. , Her 
own delicate and devirted heart explained; 
the r0ason of such precipitance^. And 
sinceitwasnot deemed discreet at present^ 
to urge the governor too &r on the ^cotjh 
of indulgence, Meeta was obligjed to. 
consent to quit her father a while, it* she 
would see her friends at all. — . 

Baron Idenstein smothered a sigh: of. 
unfeigned commiseration, as shetiirn^v 
with a speaking smile to l^r i|Uher» cs^ 
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ing^n him to receive this new blessing 
of their friends' arrival, as a harbinger of 
all they prayed for. Muhldenau's fordetf 
smile in return, showed that he consider- 
ed it in a different light ; as a mercy 
granted to smooth his path to deaths fbr 
her dear sake. 

Baron Idenstein briefly mentioned hi» 
slight acquaintance with Rupert, (with 
whose tender relation to the persons be- 
fore himi he had been just made ao^' 
qiaiainted.) Affectionate joy shone on thif' 
mijd brow of Mirhldenjiui* and be turaedh 
his moistened eyes upon the suddenly' 
downcaj^t ones of liis daiighter, with a' 
look that rendered words useless. GKies^- 
ing what passed Jn Meetfc's heart, he made ' 
several inquiries respecting Rupert^^ 
which Baron Idensteiii regretted he cbuld"^ 
only answer imperfectly. TTieir mutual^ 
intercourse, he said*, was necessarily '<iut' 
off by their difierent situations j so that 
all he now knew of his birave ac^uaint^ ^ 
anee, was tliat he was proceeding in hid ^ 

T 3 



dkt^e? of glory, Ithftt K^gfliafoik^di^^^ 
sion was ait'the ^>reSetit fiistotit %)ii$\i^~ W 
be^iftfbving on Moravia, therefbre 'fti **af«F 
opposite cRreetion to Prague. Meefci^* 
heart sunk at this iiitellfgeRci^: '^et ^dfie^ 
ftit hbw vain would be Ae hope ^^Mti€^ 
ing this treasured object of 9lir sdtili^V^ 
were the camp of the g^6fi3^'i^i^4b€$ 
very walls rf^tfiexify. ■ Ji^/i^ ^Jt no*;;: 

When she reach^kl the" jjdVCTffmfetft 
house, and saw there ihe di^rVi^toHllia^ 
faces of Aretttfoer^ and Adcrfplia^'^e fdl 
as though she had tegaihed-helr tffM;<^; 
Ko dnfe was tlieBe to rtefeivcf feeri^exS^ 
these two anxious Mendif^for ^i»ti^Fl4 
Kleiner, the governor, had, firtMttAh^fil**^ 
requested that his feeliags Wight; *be 
s)tmr$d personal knowledge ^ Aif' Veife- 
fable prisoner and his diiugfaftet^^, HtiA 
Baroness Idenstein had cOttiMtJtat^l^ 
Withdrawn from this son^owftirBScefci^ 

Sorrowllil indeed it waii, oiitHe^)^ bf 
Jtf ^a*s friends^ sinte they hatf fbcfha^aH 
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%ll!e!5S4 -a^ th^y were apprise^, ofV^tUjp . 

^aJM^P^ndaace wluch |t^ inft|it8(jgr ^^. 

^M^f ^es 1^ Brngue, pUcei)fi]p<^a|tl^ij^^ 

ieimn^Ppi^ Cpunt Rbin^gcj^^esfc^f n. , Q)}fx^ 

tiers, wd men of the worlds kn^w w^ilf 

the quality d* aa ambitiaus sovereign'a 

gratUuide i JBat Meeta herself gave way: 

t,p : t}^; 4Mrai»sporting ho^e she founded 

upon the exertions Q^^Rppert's; father j^ 

a^d^ilQitiiLe deUght ^wlth ij^hiph i^e cbn- 

^^003^^4 ,llie ^f^^ whom 3he owed 

80 ^ muchp. ^the , wife' of one complete!}^ - 

y^mii^y of faer^ Adolpha» in troth^sbowjedi^ 

hy7 ^ very look^ and eveiy ,tjQn% tliat st^' 

\j^iis^ti bersidf the m^st fortunate . o^ 

hjbunaa b^ings^ and that| but foir the bitter 

aiioy ^' title present thriiatening calamity» ' 

h^f: vhappiness and Aremberg's wpul,^ 

have been too perfect for eartjti. ,;^4? 

^ listened to Meeta's fond auguj^.jD^' 

Madame Roselheim's jpy when :^e 

^hogld hear whj^t dn^dfiil ^trqlfp ,her 

hufl^s influencehad, ^f^ ^M^ 

^i^miM Mhi^^je.sp%6^^hg^Bea||§fl'^ 
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^tered choek* and the vivid bisgbtness^ 
which restored beauty to her tear-wdrn 
ey^ :went to the inmost soulof AdcApba^ 
" the look which the latter^s :^eakiiig ey^ 
exchanged with the sadder ones of her 
husbandf at that momenti abnost de« 
manded permission to cast herself' upon 
his neck, and weep out there her moum*^ 
ful sympathy. • ^ : 

When Bai;oa Idenst^n.x^goioed these 
friends, he brought a testimony <£ his 
considerate goodness, wUch none of them 
had yet ventured to hi^t atf i9 quality: 
of' his sacred pr4;rfe8»o% (neither he noiH 
the prisoner hemg subject ta the C^u.hoUc: 
Emperor,) Aremberg was allawedto enter 
the White Tower, and ofifer the eonsoU 
ations of their religion to his venerable' 
friend. . He accepted the penni^sion ^itb 
the joy of a Christian and a friend % and 
expressing a wish that he might be per- 
mitted to take Meeta's place by Iief 
f^ther*s wakeftil pillow that night, heprer. 
vailed upon, her to acc^pl^ l^e hpspkality. 
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a^ :. U)e JB^dness, and vecamk wiUi hk ' 

wife-.: ■ ' •■ ••. - ' ■■- /• ■^■" -■ ■■ •■•■ ■^' 

uTbat night passed with Ariemberg and" 
Mfibldeoau in sad and solemn diseouiisei' 
The oire stood oa the brink of eternity/ 
and the other had his ey^s too firmly^ 
fixed upon the promises of their Divine^' 
Mapster^ for other to indulge in any de^^ 
ception^ ho\trever humane the motive.- 
MdhldetMir Ieai*nt thdt there teas little^ 
tobof>e for, though much to respect in^ 
Count Khinq^vesteiti^s «rt;tempt at soft^ 
ening Imperial rigor ; and bleisciing (jiO<i 
for tte unexpected tsomfort bf teaving liis 
dau^ter in thid ariM ^^reeeift ai^d tried 
fr£»id^ he talked awhile deeply of heiv 
of »Rupert, i^f the dear and absent 
Madame RoseHieifXiith^n withdrew hii^ 
tboughts^ fyovA e&rtb, and centeffed them 
on heav^en. 

Me^ta lind Adolpbtf^ who shared tbfe 
same chamber, had meanwhile mueh to 
ask, and to relMe# To Addpfta^ Meeta 
ceiifide4h«r^igi|&iit fears "forthie safety 
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%9gi .^yil^; upon. Jier cofifokae^,^^ 
«j^o»^e<feing, that if axff. :^tH% Jlis4 
fj^ffileiBi tb9t devoted cr«iU;ure) ii^..^»p|| 
ff^sice, of. tnind wouId.be em^tter^^foc 
^fe.. She then ^okeof the^hon^rpefr 
9PDa; whose ;hou3e h«d gi^i^iJ^K^fgli^.- 
zUable sheltef-., on het^yf^Blfifinc^f^M^ 
jfraguej bea^cfeiiaig; At^nfefeirif i^^rj^ 
,ijftityovertoolf: hefsf»V^B4i5eiriatl>^i^!^ 
.ftM, to rero^mterj,s%Bp!i.,^or-. ||eE.j|^. 
.j^olpha gstve awrfr9Wi8e,with.*;^jj^. 

_ - ^ J". 

Early on the morrow, Arf^jfU^fg^.p^' 
rturaed fronv biiir luela^^holy iyi§^t J^^^^ 
jand spiritiies$.i Me^^ta ba$teae4la;^si|f$|te 
;jt](fr place with hi^ father ; .^ndtl^e^J^^jQjP, 
i{^]u> had prepared to condvicl l^pv l^H^g 
y^ijistily suxmnoned to the Ooyerfljc^^s 
^iC^u^iVrpom, his amiabfle yiCHWg yf*i^ 
^ ^sisted jvipon conveyii^ fc^r rriMttjer 
^^heraelfl,.;;.;; .- ■,;.; .,,.. ■. r V,. .:.: .i^i,- -rA^ 
^^^ ^y tbjB^4ireft,$h6y w^clwdo thft? WM^ 
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ieik^Bi^efiee to the on^vriiPStifiijIafe^ 

t^lirfti^^y^tte; ifltiy the gteda^ mterfbi' 
df^ely&iltliWg^ With4H*y>ltitttdJt sKttdi 
*il4n|i3'«fil»t#avei'f'^ this iridic forttittati 
jteg^i cn^M 'Quilted l¥«i«^o<dln*^^b^ 

^^S^ %ilh'iittrK«a"ite^ mag theMa- 
mal passages, to the distant ciiaHAbeeAi^f 

>Iffli'^aikd%l^f(t# sp^^briii^lHe cc^tre^^te 
iA^d'^lcitiiyrliftd ti^rd of prison^ witR^t 
•^^rtftf^Mtt^ ao)^ other id6^ to thetri,' tWin 
•Mtii^P confinement ? but trhen ^H^ 
>ti!i€ gh&stiy walis before heri^^d mijtglit 
-^i-view'irf" the bare t^ellsi^^-eith^ ^^, 
she felt at once, that even famine'ialight 
^9ii^i^ b6'(x>lipfi^%ith:^auihah^ey^iAnS she 
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-htviogt tiU thianumieirtt thought ^ailmi* 
ajsteriog to the : JknUIj waals of him 
v^3io0^ gresy hairs tadd iouchmg {wspect, 
ImA ao strongly excited her tympathy. 
S^rreproachy tbusn)i]fied^ couU only be 
pacified by personal inquiries into the 
treatknent Muhldenau had received from 
his gaolers ; and by going to as^pardon 
of the solitary sufierer, £or adkat $he 
4e^ned a criminal oisission* With this' 
feeling, Baroness Idoistein motioiiedibr' 
her military attendant to remain without^ 
ifhile she entered the prison-room with 
her trembling companion. 

As the father and daughter rose from 
the instant and long* taken embrace with 
which they met each other, Meka 
named the Baroness Idenstein : the lat- 
ter was timidly standing, fearful yet 
of approaching, under the light <yf a 
milerable lamp^ suspended by a rtide- 
chain from the roofl Her exceedingly- 
youthful iook^ or that enchantment of sen^^ 
sihiiity which belonged to her ready 4iinilei^ 
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andgavei di(, a character iHiltke i^j^Iiet^ 
persoiB^ smiies; perhaps the co^tragtio^ 
this yerdant youjthfulness^MrithtltftwitheiiW 
ed loveKoesa of Meeta, powerfully strudct 
Miihidenaut for he startedf gaz^d'eait^ 
nestly at her, uttered a convulsed sighy^I 
4od presaing his hand upon hia eyes^ 
said fiomelo^, hurned words to himself 1 1 

The Baroness,, greatly touched by hii$^ 
Qmoti^V^^ndrby &; nearer view of thaC 
mildly«*mouniful cauntenance, which had- 
fastened upon her meolory in a passi Ag 
glimpse, spoke the contrition she felt fort 
having hitherto ne^ected to iaake the 
enquiry she now did y adding much that 
was respectful and compassicmate ; th^ 
with the erring zeal c^' youthful pity,; 
tried tK) animate him ffiih hopes she knew 
unliVqly to be realized. 

Muhldenau answered gratefully, thouglK^ 
vaguely : he was evidently not hitliad^j)r 
Meeta addressed him;} but still his m: 
plies wandeiredf find there was anabstxlic^' 
tion in hts^ msaner A^ei: bis:!i&^i lively: 



'.1 



V ! 



\ 



4^ ^M'mM6U '^'^ ■ 

96^y''mt shfe knew not. Rir|>ert^afrtl^ 
hfitfs^\i/ei4aU she thought of at that -Ihs.' 
stertit? lAit, recollecting, that new* iVti- 
^own in tlie city at large, could n^vier 
iikcth a pfisotter, hbr he' be iintstrtfetfed- 
lA \rhat cc>n66m^d himyrti;' ^lili^Jttt 4t^ 
i«tng knovm^als6 'ftt'£^"g&ii^rifi>e»^ 
l^se, Me€ta Mi#d<her dt^i^^^!^/ 
Ind' attribatedMs tiiiuisuitl iA)^etit!^^>t^ tM 
s^iBttin; feuBjectt' disikjssed t>kW€fei4''hhn 
Siitt Aretnbei^i"^*-^^"'"-'- i^ "■:■' ■-■■ '— ' *^'^ 
Baroness ' Melist«^ rttsMrtg th« ' sfttt^ 
J'li^rd ofcs^!:^ttoh^i"'t^^ bade Mfeeta 
^(iigb, iti a' 5iibdtied voice j arid fejitS^ 
i%"on^ fair hand to MbhldCTa^^^^^ 
With the otKWr'^ho, pressed her^ofitejr 
inst her heart, assured hnh ^hii woor id 
efoith pray for hrm/ though pei*. 
nii^t tiot place much vSiief' (yh 
Itte j^ayets ofi GathoKe. ^^ ' 

^^ M^ Was'^si;dni«fi^ to obseiV6-li«r 
father, so still and sileet j6st^b^fbi^^^2e 
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the jpf%jrorw3s*s b^Bd^y4l^pertiiftbed{(iui^ 
ne3s,^an4 instead Qt\(;siv^yj^ i^j.!'9^fj^v 
lips, fix^Jhis eyes on its deHcatf& mp^ldiDg^ 
W4th a . lode of what she deemed, up*; 
aettliag reason. Perceiving the frightt^^ 
ipoagination. of his daughtei?,^ and thu^ 
greater; p^ic.of the Baroness, Muhldeaaai 
refle^^ithe hzvi/l he liad taken sa, wildly^ 
ex^ii^g, *^P*ardpn mt^ gracious LadyJ 
bnu^rt^is; ejctf^rd VfiBxk r^ I though 

9pi; iHiman hmd^ , sav.f r, mjr lost . jQbildj|| 
7!^ thy^^akfng resecnb)aDca to my/WiC^^ 
too ! — O trying Providenc^. was not jt)>is 
pocNt I>eart wrung eac4igi]i..]^efori&2'\ « 

n' .Tte vivid complexion. ofUhe.BarQAesir 
j^d^clas he spoke ^ her. eyes.. assuo^^^ 
yi^y, dUferent. expression : " W/ia]t , mean 
yij^Mf . Sir ! " she cried, hastening, baq^^^ 
iiiicnj .and grasping hisarm, " fpi; tli^Jpyg 
of God, speak ! r- know yojii npt, tbat^^ 
am^^ut Uie foundling oC^iCiefleEai iCl^jif. 
ner?« — an unfortunate, j^ucl^ed . J^y J>^ 
m^rqifid hands frpm the. fire ^nd blQ^d of 
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' ^TheiMBieof tIuKtcit)!»i" Mohldehau: 
fittlitly ga6ped,ciitchiDg at Afeetkfop stifN 
poit; *< Magdeburgh,^ was the aosweir^ 

' "Thy nartiei-^tbynameK'i — bewikUy 
d^inatidedy^'buttbou could^stscucespeak 
it thett, — yet on thy linen ! — «Frederica» 
was it?" •* Frederica i*' . repeated the 
BaroiMfsSf her voice extingmshing^BS shcR 
fisll at hia honiRired ie^/ Her^therdid^ 
not reply : he raisibd his eyesto Heaveii»- 
then sunk back upon the ami of Meeta^; 
without sense or motion.^ : 

Every other emotionVe^<^6pt feaiv vms 
now sus^nded :m the tasters* hearts at 
this atvful circumstance. They Imthed 
his pale brow with watery as with teaiu$ 
Meeta untied his collar^ and laid her 
quivering lips to his moveless ones» in the 
wild hc^e of so communicating warmth 
tolifeieih; iv^ileFrederica frantickly called 
onliim to fe^e for her ^ke, Wjfingingt 
hifif hafnds in hears, with agonised and vain 
impatience. 

At lengthy with the smil^of one aimk^ 
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ing in paradise^ the : Ve^erald^ ttian 
opened his ejrcs, and: aiet, iiv^ ; hutnid . 
ones of a daughter yet. doubtful of hec ; 
happiness. Calling on him by thesacred 
name of father^ the young JBaroness threw 
herself upon his breast^ rapidly enumerr 
ating the main circumstances of her pre«i 
servation by General^ theja Major JKiei^ 
ner; and counting over the testimonials 
she yet treasured up, of- her name, and 
that of the murdered servant on whose 
body she was found* 

A book of Lutheran hymns in the 
pocket of the latter, bore .Uie name of 
Wilheimina JFreyberg^ the appellative of 
Esther's unfortunate sister : and on Ui^ 
cambric cloathing of the child bers€^> 
was worked that of Frederica^ in English. • 

IS 

characters. These garments had been a. 
sponsor's present from the Queen of Bo* ^ 
hernia. The enumeration o£ these things 
carried conviction with it ; and leaning^ 
back in the seat on which his jdau^tefs. 
had placei himi his 4)an43ft. his eyes, his 
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fi«^, %^h l-ai^ed t6 Hta^fr^n^i^^b^^ 
IcSi' ^ ^titlidev the overjoyed ' p»?eftt - 
claimed his long-loBt child only'b^ ^biii^^ 
ml^tiban. As these streained doWnfhis 
pallidcbeek, Frederica kissed off thesacred 
drops, while Meeta endeavotired to say" 
sometbikig perhaps yet riecessalry for pferi^ 
feet explanation of their dear f*d!Midii*^ 
ship: bttrtFrederiea, With thfe loVelf «^ed^ 
Kty of youth, t6 all that giv^etdt'prolAisesf 

happiness, reqdft^ iio ftrttherprbbftV 
^nd interrupting her sister^s sufibcat^ 
wonfe, with expressions of love Aild jbyv' 
ittet her ^ager, ' ti'emuldus embfai<^,'^4i(( 
glowing delight. As thus encii*ded iti 
eftch other's arlAs the sisters sunk at 4%(rir 
lii^er^feiet, askhig his blessing, ii«rl<fi^* 
6d A¥fth pifefcirtg fondness updn ftbttf^f 
tfnS'feSrful future rose slowly bofort "hltti. 
JHd'drttw fi shivering sighj repes^io^,' ^in* 
'itbmciom\yp^* So found ! — O h»w to 

"^'**Say ioGi^m niy fiither i-'^ «xcfa«»i«d 
!f\«dil»^a/> * ^iflng^g' i ^ipr • wi^ * iwpe'B 
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t^^pft|:, "is not ihe gi>ver0Qr : '^c^tl^tv 

. ^(utaldenau I»hp0k bis' grf y h?ad>t^P!^ 
conscious of the aiov^fttent : Meetja: i|bq 
served the action; and her heart» whiob 
ha^Ujmt c^JHgh* the blissful qonla^on^^^ 
befv: filter '%i(K>l^^ed agfHa in diespairw 
Sjag^t^rflgd^ her; altjqii»d:ig^e$ tow Ffe-» 
d$irip9^v wlKMM^viixiore: iKiut^ble ones, in^/ 
^tanit]iy,^j»4 >¥^ith #qd[> tears, as the^raye 
hK)k^: ; fl^ stranger oiienr,<;aUs i^to thps^ 

of. 4 jtw»4 -fihiW. ; #tal>Fire4 hea^t 

» . ■ ■ ■ - ■ J, - • 

WHs^^c^t : Ujsed t<^ i9i>^9e)ss^ -§9 ^bap|y^ had 
beeft twj» fCfejstiny J ::«iid .ejretf .?wbile: sh^ 
lO^l^eA^tbuik 4ad» shetapei^ted her cpnvi^ 
tjt»b tbat ,tli0 goverp(»% wAilld never tf^ 
tbfiti^ ^fk}& FredeiPifia's r^ parelj^*,/Slj§ 
des<ir3)ed his strong semibilky; l^yTfiv^ 
over binw and her husband's h)ippy^j|r^jp|' 
imilcrracing tliose he liv^d amongati;^^ 
a rapidity of eloquence, and a^if^j^^jT 
of ^gftstk^lation, whi^ e$i^b§Uisi]h#^'her 
^bqici6in^c<K)M;qten|w§rTl¥^ ^jsi^i»iytjK$iiE^ 



4^8 XIJ^ YILI..1GE ^ , 

^•:- ; .:•.'--- ' 

new graces of expre3sion and colpun 
Even in this awful moment» both her filths 
and her sister beheld them with adrdlir- 
ation } and as the magic of her ws^a^ 
bianished for an instant the doubtfulaest 
of Meeta, and the dismal ceprtai0ty x>f 
Muhlden^u, it sqemed impO^ible totheii! 
hearts that Providenoe should dp(Hn w ' 
young and lovely a flpwej^|. to be n%^w^ ^ 
do\vn by one direful (^amit J.: 

Frederica w^ eagerly recapitulatiog.: 
the power of her adopted faitber t0sui^i^d(; 
civil as well s^ xnilftary e^u^^utioo^iMl^ 
the great ftiqnd^ h$.ix)uld etpfdoy nearifiie 
Emperor^ when her husibaud ,wtgfe!^ ■. 
followed by a person md^nowm Fm^lfiea ' 
was too much, absorbed in herrolm. 
visions, to observe evein Idenstein^s w4: 
trance. An exclamation of astonisbment'' 
from the latter^ at seeing his wife hang^^ 
ing round the neck of the Frptestaiik .; 
minister^ his arms enfolding her and; 
Meeta in the. same embrace,- made, het 
look up J she fl^w towards ^hin^i^; repi5&t«. 



OF MARlENDOltPT. 4^9 

■■*"•'"■ 

ing in'ibroken sentences, the thrilling dis*. 
cofTdiy just made. 

Idenstein, in extreme agitation, and 
scarcely comprehending what he heard, 
or why he should credit it, addressed 
himself to Muhldenau ; and while he now 
clasped his sobbing wife more closely to 
him, listened to that distinct and con*' 
vincing explanation, which she could 
not give, and which the foregone com- 
munications af General Kleiner, at the 
period of Idenstein's suit to his reputed 
daughter, ampfy cbrrobot^ted. 

The young Baron's ardettt complexion 
lost its colour as he respectfully kissed 
the hand of his wife's parent^ on the con^ 
chision of this detail. He was come, 
alasi to withdraw his wife and Meeta, 
fcom the awful communication which it 
wm the office of the person who accom- 
pafl(ied him, to make; and full of that 
mournful knowledge, he seemed but 
faintly interested in ttte* late touching 
event. In foet, he it^oi) Bke' "a maa 



^^c^rc^y aM^Tftnerf ktta^^i^^^^^ amm} 

ind ivli^n Trfe xvffe caBed dti liftn W'^^y 
jdf and sympattiy; he was lioi^uffiB^ify 
e^erteneed in scenes of sorrow^ tcy fedi^-r 
t'otif ^Ven at Controlling his oWtf einotfc^rt, 
but tightly pressing liis " forc!ieiua "int^ 
an airof drstractiOT, he bfesbaght'het^b 
allow hitn a feiv^motnetiis;io¥^B3f^nom 
sttisrurpnse.'^ ' - ^ ■"-' ^ ^ ' "* ^ K.ui-?j:=,.. 

Frederica ^tttod aghlsSt aS^ he^KafciBd 
from her r it was jtirt''^|ibssibfe^tf^^ 
might be- thSftifi^ tb fei^sudH neiS^I^. 
1ati<3ms, littd'iir ^ sdth -clitutnstahce^'M^ne 
beheld- MtifiBfettiii ■ and Mtet&ryHHt 
vias hbf like iiclr'^usMnd! ^iHliile sh^'Wsis 
gazing ' after Tiibi, M*eta»i wittfcHM'feJ^, 
caught a ^attce ftbih ha, diikcteJ^to hi^r 
father, \vhich revealed tbew9ible': S'pSie. 
"(iuV cry eScapied her j and fuhnto^' to 
^ftie ob§6ct of her filial -fear, ' thre^ Ber 
ikixiB TOuhd him, as if to shelter hiiif frdta 
HM nifeaiiing of that glati^. Ft^^hi 
tidi&;'e^d%f6fvrkrds,^ \irM\y '^etrikHMg 
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.^t^fl^e. fears, if you wish zr^y^ p|}?^r 
,j^^m{]ft^4n^e, we should Dojb st^y h^i*«, 
nr-ve«brflf?e -y^^Hr.^istef -.r yo»r ftth^ If ^^ 

mation : but in embracing Meeta* ,v^e 
-lover, , , g ^Iw ^guU,^p.Xgf»i44s 'tyffts 80 

.i^ncf a? t^at of lier ^^^,i^ftw^t|§i^! 
.'^Wfl^m*. »war?;f f i|??t 1^§ tya?^ ,^^t 

.fJffPfstly;;. to bis heart. H^, cIqsc^ f^- 
jd^. quivered, and hi^ Ups.vaov^i^ Jb^t 

4|eit|^r tear dro|K. from Ihia ,ejf^ ^^ 
jtojund proceeded from his mput^ : ;,jf]||i|^ 
.Ai^%4^/>fmqrea8hyhu?^^ 
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^i THE VILLAGE 

tittle he prest Freflerica agairtst Yus beaVt j^ 
looked expressively at her husband ;. and 
liRiDg her up from his neck/put her iatq 
his unsteady arms. ' Frederica stooped 
her lips to the trembling hand of her iFaf> 
ther as he did so, calling on him to 
hope and confidence for her sake, and 
renewing her own fond augury of suc:^ 

** At aH events, blessed be the mar- 
ciful God who has thus miraculously 
sweetened my bitter draught!" exclaimed 
her father, breaking his sad silence^ and 
lifting his eyes to Heiaven, witfc the 
look of an expiring saint: then fixing 
them flooded with tears and tenderness 
upon both his daughters, added, <^0 
my children, whether we are called after 
this, to greater thankfulness, or to harder 
submission, be that ^ful name blessed 
amongst us !" 

Frederifca pressed the crucifix of her 
rosary ini^incttvely to her. lips as' her, 
fa^er s^okiii a shade crossed his brow 

4 
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as she did so j and a smothered sigh, «, he 
tuiiied from noting the action, showed 
that he felt there was alloy enough in their 
different ihodes of faith, to mak^ even 
this recovered blessing, sufficiently mo-* 
derate for worldly possession. Meeta 
marked not this feeling.: her perturbed 
looks were following the movements of 
Baron Idenstein's companion, who change 
ed his situation frequently, like one kept 
waiting against his inclination on busi- 
ness, and took no share, therefore, in the 
scene going on« She felt that he came 
charged with her father's destiny : yet 
she, who but an hour before,^ faticied 
aiiy thing more tolerable than suspense, 
BOW trembled with apprehension, lest 
this ominous silence should be broken. 

«« My lord," said' this man, at last, adr 
dressing Baron Idenstein, " it is time for 
this chamber to be cleared, unless you 
choose me to execute my commissibti.** 

Frederic^i interrupted himj he^ youth- 
fiil countenance sparklitig with becoming 
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anger at what she. deemed an in- 
dignity offered to her husband. " By' 
what right. Sir, do you dictate to Baron^ 
Idenstein? do you forget that we are 
here by General Kleiner's order ?" 

" General Kleiner has no power here. 
Madam, now,** returned the man, with 
splenetic quickness,—" I am the officer 
of the new Governor.'* 

Frederica's passionate exclamation of 
disbelief and alarm, forced her husband 
to acknowledge that the statement was 
true; and that General Kleiner's com- 
pliance with Count Rhinegravestein's in- 
treaty for a lengthened respite untilhe 
could learn in person the ultimate deter- 
mination of the Emperor, had forfeited 
his high post. An express from the Im- 
perial presence at Tahor, had brought 
the order for another to supersede Gene- 
ral Kleiner in the command of the city. 
Thus then his power was over ; and Iden- 
stein, limiting himself to that information, 
despondingly called upon his wife to sup- 



r»fc ,■ ..-.. .1.-. 



OF MARIENDOiiPT. 4Scr 

port tfcis shock jfor his sake, and l^or ttralf' 
of her oppressed parent. But tlje blbw 
was too heavy upon a heart boundiiig 
previously with hope : .Frederica uttered 
a mortal cry, and fell back as senseless as 
her: father had been not an hour before. 
Her. husband raised her drooping head, 
intreating Muhldejqau to pardon him if 
he withdrew her from the agony of a last 
farewell* The afflicted parent averted his 
face as he said, in faltering accents, " take 
her away! — my blessing on her — on 
thee, too, my son !t- Meeta, my soul's 
comfort, follow them awhile ! — to-mpr-^ 
row we shall paeet again." 

Meeta flung herself precipitately :on the 
ground, wrapping her arms round him, 
and exclaiming, in a desperate voice, 
** We shall never meet again, my fathei: ! 
— here is my last place on earth. — I will 
dtie here — her^!" her frantic grief re* 
called Muhldenau's better spirit; he 
raised her to his bosom, and while sh e 
lay panting convulsively there, like some . 
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hunted and ^eaipiring thing, he motioned 
again fesr Baron Idensteih to remove hi» 
wife ff ofii the diamben The latterbowed 
jiiis bead in token of obedience^ while start- 
ing tears ^owed ¥nith what unwillingness 
he thus yielded to a dire necessity : and 
the next moment Muhldeiiaii found him- 
self left solely with Meets and thenew 
governor's offieer. 

The latter b^an to speak : Muhldenau 
interrupted him* ^ Stay^ Sir *^ in Chris- 
tian charity I entreat thee to stliy but ftr 
a few moments^ ere thou dost dehver 
the message I guess at.-*^I trast in 
God I am prepared for it» through his 
grace : — but my child^ my precious 
child — let me but speak with her awhile, 
and then we will both listen t^ tbee^ 1 
h4^» as becomes Christiws.'^ 

The man hesitatingly acquiesced, and 
as he^ drew some steps nearer to^ ^ door, 
MuUdenau earned, rather thaa led bis 
daughter to the remotest end of hss pri- 
aoa^raom ^ thettf i with die p^suasiren^ss 
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of afiind parent) aud the i»ajesty &f* bil 
sabred ministry, he eddeavooved^o 4)^^ 
pOfleeJbis daughter's soul, and prepaa<e h^ 
for acquiesqence in the severe tri^l allotted 
iier. The love^ the compassion, the sufL 
ierings, mid the submission of a dyin^ 
JS^vioui;, were iheraes with ivhich, by de- 
gr^s^s^ ]i4 o'e-awaJkened her tranced faith 
to a sense of the duty of res^nation ; and 
lyith thei 'profltdsea ^of: jtjb^^ Re- 

.4^^e£, did he ^ek to kindle tho9e tran^ 
|^rt§ of gratittide a»d: love in her frozeh 
fcearfe whiqhi hiuries tlje O^^ soul 

U> fhe^&et ofitaLQi'd^:|ntjres^;jiigformori5 
||)pr(^h^ns, mpre trials, tfitpffpve: its faith** 
(illliesiii aijd ha&teii its hour of victory and 
^jctiward*..-.--./ • .. :'.^'. -/^.^ -• < /■' 
Mlihldenaui then called on her to re- 
member, that he had already pai^scflra 
l^g life of usefulness, ofteniblesaKCSeith 
j^xbraorilinary mercies ; that hex vw^dd^ 
riherefo^e, ei^.his days onlya cdkiirtBtyie 
iearlier tbaiihe mi^toihefsrise have^^onfe; 
ijmAtlMt • wi|b.£el£aati^otb9^ii^mi0 



^vmild perish in tlie perfotmance, p£^ 
duty; that lie should die ble$t ia the 
recovery of a longJost child» and happy in 
the consciousness of leaving her, and h^'s 
dearer daughter, to the protection of 
deserving husbands, and surrounded by 
affectionate friends. " Deat^ my child,** 
fae said at the oonclu$ik>Pj;Mj§ i dreaded 
solely by the wicked or the happy f and 
'it is because thy father # too )^py> that 
he would have rejoiced, had it pleased 
God to spare him a few/moreye^ars. Shall 
we, then, make the ve^y r benefits of our 
Benefactor an argument for rebellion 
Ugainst his wise decrees ?*' 

Meeta sunk upon her f^^ther's neck 

■ drowned in tears j in tears ofanguish and 

«» contrition : it was long befoi^e she could 

find voice to exclaim, **^ I confess my 

\itofulness, dear Father! pray fpr me — 

^^5^y with me !*^ — and gliding ftx)m his 

^ontms to the gmund, she locked her hands 

WgWherj^ and raising her streatQing eyes, 

*Jii^- ibdugh /tbejr .^owld have, tpmrcod^the 

4' i • 



heiveh they looked to,' her spirit- was 
soon absorbed wholly in -earnest and ef- 
fectual prayer* Muhldenau seized that 
opportunity of seeking the precise ' in- 
formation he required. He advanced to 
the Governor's messenger, and inquired, 
in a low, firm voice, what hour was ap- 
pointed for the termination of his suffer- 
ings? 

" Nine, to-morrow morning,** was the 
{answer/ 

It would be vain to say that u cold 
thrill did not pass through Muhldenau's 
veins at these word$ : but it altered his 
mildly-coloured complexion only an in- 
stant ; and returning to the speaker, he 
said, *^ May I have the consolations of a 
minister of my own religion now, and on 
the scaffold?'' 

** That indulgence is never granted*'* 
— "And my poor daughter?" **SIie awty 
remain here, if she will j die Governor 
grained that petition to^JBaron Idenst^/' 
W^^I i^i^nt not i\iBit^x^ddf,*^^9t9»i}^l• 
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denaiiV ' agitated reply, hfnnan aflec- 
iiov»f paasiojM^ and anxieties rashiHg 
'back upon his soul : *< what will become 
of hfif— tf n0 one is fay to take her home 
in mercy now —-or to support her when 
her father is summoned K* — "She will be 
seen to; be satisfied/^ was the m^n'^s 
answer, 

" Then on the morrow," resumed 
Muhldeoaut with unwonted Earnestness, 
V as thou wilt answer it to thy God, 
X charge thee^;iS6nd for her betimes — 
let her not know the hour-*- and let 
some Jkind perdon /dF her own sex, be 
ready to conduct her, to ;her friends/' As 
be spokcy he drew firom his iinger the 
only ring he had ever worn, a small dia- 
mond, once the property of his royal 
master, for whose family's sake he was 
now gping to lay down his life, and 
tendered it to the man, by way of en- 
suring his good offices for hk^ desolate 

;,lihfijf^9m^ toQk^eilect> BD^'ft6ims^ 
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iog to bring Are^nberg and hi^ wife to 
Uie gates of the prisoarere the dres^died 
bour, the man retired, drawing the heavy 
bolts of the door after him as he departed. 
Muhldenau stood for a j^wrt jspaee, 
in inward and fervent prayer : he then re- 
turned to M^eta, whom he saw sitill kneel- 
ing where he had left her, as if rooted 
there } but whose wild and haggard looks 
showed that she bad long ceased to pray, 
while straining her ^sense to catch the low 
murmurs of the distant conversatioq. 
She did not alter her attitude when her 
&ther came-up.to her^ and ^he spake not, 
except with her tearless eyes. Muhlde- 
nau required a moment or two, ere he 
found voice to answer this piteous que^* 
tioning. « JVIeeta, my child I — my jojlt 
— my comfort ! — joy and comfort \tiU 
be thine, from thy Heavenly JFather/^i 
doubt it not, at last ! —^ Look up^ sw^ 
soul ! — bear up now," he added, seeing 
her sinking upon the arm with which he 
'Wa3it^ing^to,ra]8erbeF} ^1 remember.tibat 








^^inih an eternal abiding pli 
iaen, live for our Rupert !*' -- -. 
, " In Heaven ! — in Heaven ! '^ was 
.iSifeet^'s scarcely articulate answer : then, 
;5vith a thrilling snaile/ " evea"Rtipert*s 
iovc cannot keep me Here now P'^ 
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Day was doubtful, aria 'but a 
J^gbt ffleaminff tnrougK the fear retf wiri- 

gows or Muhldenau s prison-room, quiv- 
*ered over the pale features of Meeta, as 

he sat watching her almost uribreatfiin^ 
j^ep. After a night of alternate* de^air 
^4 resignation, she tiad dropt; iiito' one 
loif those death-like stupors which libt tfri- 
frequently seizes persons in the midst of 
tdjire calamity. 

5 As he looked on his motionless child, , 
;djip fond[ fe^^ for if)ei*ffe^t 

'submission^ TOat cbaiiged' '^'nd itiear 
countenancci the .^ negleci^^ ^ ml^i^^^' df 
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^that once boasted hair, ^horn of its 
Wauty for his sake'; tJfie' very ^siiflfieils 
and repose of the creature that niii^t %o 
soon awake to agony and despair; ^e 
angelic yision of his happier child ;—tffe 
images of his home, his friends, his sor- 
rowing parishioners, grasped His heairt 
with a force and anguish irresistibKe. 
There werp none, nov? by, to be specta- 
tors of th;s hurpan infirmity: he knelt 
down, and prayed in the words of his 
divine master, that " tHe cup might pass 
from him!** but like tiis divine mastier 
he knew, the petition sinful, and he tte- 
peated in the same sacred language, ^^if 
not, thy will, not mine, be done !** ;' 
A sudden and tumultuous noise in tbb 
street, accompanied with violent outcries, 
at that moment awakened Me^ta :' sne 
started up from the mattriass on iii^in 
her father had laid her during stei^, ^n^ 
gazing distractedly round, e^claidied 
*.«.Jtia night still ! ^- not morning ! —iliw 
morninffvet?" ' ' -n^^^s.mdua 
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H Calm thyself^ my <;hild. -^ It is not 
light yet } . not quite light : ** returaed 
Muhldenauy clasping her in his arms^ and 
trying to still the violent and contagious 
shaking of her whole frame, by more 
closely holding her against his breast. 

Meeta's eyes continued tO; wander 
mildly over her fathv, as ^ugh her 
senses were not yet perfectly awakened. 
The sounds without increased.: they 
drew nearer. She believed that they 
announced the approach of ^her father's 
murderers, and pulling her veil over him 
and herself with the hurried action of 
madness^ said convulsively, ** Pray fqr 
me, my father — for the love of God^ 
pray for me 1 — O let me retain my 
jeason, gracious Heaven l'\ At that mo- 
ment the tumult drew nearer : souuds of 
firing and of clashing weapons were dis- 
tinctly heard, mixed with other sounds 
of terror and confusion. Muhldenau at 
«>nce comprehending what all this meant, 
started on his feet :. " If it be thy will to 



sa\fe tMs hoiKTy heaid!'^ he excllittiKfed, 
raising his eyes to HeAven, Me^ta clung 
ixim'e closely to him, utteringsome broken 
sentences, expressive of her belief that 
his summons to death approached : her 
father soothed her distraction with dif- 
ficulty, for his own thoughts were now 
like a' troubled sea, even while cau- 
tiously infusing into her mind the blessed 
hopes strengthening in his, and calling 
her attention to those €ries in the street, 
which confirmed his'first imagination. 

"The &vedefet thfe Swedes T' was 
heard edioing fromvarious quarters : At 
that soiitid Meeta dropt upon her knees. 
Itwis a cry full of fearfoHhings; it might 
be the fore-runner of her father^i? liberty, 
her Rupert's glory, and her own full bap* 
piness : or it might prove the knell of 
them all I Ini speechless awe she fixed 
her eyes upon her father's varjring cohA^ 
tenance, while he knelt down beside he^^ 
and addressed the Almighty anfd inviisMie 
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p&wer^ by whose will thoMr^ j#^t6ti§iM 
changes trete of^ratitig.' > j5 e^esn 

As the strife and tunnifc intr^e^Usi^ 
\ntl)out, even Muhldenau's spirit wasdll^ 
able to support itself steadily above etkHft 
and its interests : the word^ of petiticm 
cleaved to his lips; yet he ¥efn*teM 
kneeling, and the earnest ^iiii^ of 1^ 
lifted eyes, showed thM'he^as kiU^j^myi 
ing. ^"•'- - -'-^•" n^ y.':-iir'^oz 

Suddenly a crash of bupsjing- gatiSJ 
and the rush elF an ^at^naed-^rd^id, Tweri^ 
heard in the lowebtquaa*eii^of tbe|iris(^ 
" They come! our deliverers!*^ exclaiiAed 
Muhldenau, attempting to start up, b^t 
unable to do so from combined weakness 
and emotion, ^ ^}r^ 

Meeta heard no more : she fell against 
her father's side, with a force that nearly 
overset him ; but recovering himself ^an4 
her, he lifted her in his arms, and at 
that instant the door of bij? prison^room 
flewopen. ^ /i^- 

After a* long atf d f earfol siispeMion vf 



Hle^-.WJ^Qfi^: M^ifita revived' tg; codsgjqi^ 
ness, she found herself jbo logger in h^ 
fadier's arms, but in those of* Rup^rt^ 
t^t dear father bending over her witi^ 
clasped hands and quivering featuresi 
tears streaming down bis venerable 
cheeks, dimming the joy that would else 
h^ve kindly them into brightness. Some 
me 9tood near him^ whos^ face Meetit 
seemed to know ^ — some one in male at- 
tice.: the person smili^, throwing back 
herraven lodks>; ^nd, M^efea knew it to 
be Esther, v Whftti,4i4y^e nfot owe t^ 
Esther! From wl^tj^>gi^sh did not her 
appearance save, her through years to 
come ? Meeta sprung Civen from the bo- 
som of Rupert, to embrace and thank 
this faithful creature, who could not her* 
self speak for tears, but whose exprfjssiytf 
gestures, and varyipg complexion,, sgo^ 
volumes of gratification and joy. ; >.^rf 
AVheu Rupert r^lair^ed jM^|a, ^j^ 
supporting her glowing face on j|^ jj^^|)^ 
«t|ppd^.lji>.b«»il$$ fe«fel^H®P|e^)iieri 



he ende^^voured • ^ obey 4h§ w&b bf '^ 
Utter» aud inform hi(^ haw^ ^ts bles9i^ 
reyolution in their destimes h^d been e£- 
f(^ted, , . ; 

Prague — at least all of it with which 
Muhldenau had any concern qow, was 
iQ possession of the Swedes^ Tkejnodit 
of its surprise, and thenrc^idity wifii 
which it was carried^ at -th^ period, is 
well known in history: suffice it* tlmt 
Esther, who had..painfu% naade- her 
way, first to the camp: of General Ko» 
nigsmark on the W^isse^ where it was said 
to be stationed, h^d with equal difficulty 
followed the general's awift ^md secret 
inarch into the^eighbouprhoodof Egra, 
found Rupert, and repeated her momenta 
Gus message* ; 

Hupert knew well, that bis venerable 
friend's fate would be determined long 
ere he could hope to reach his father 
by any meaiis; be knew^. also, that an 
important ^tecpr^seiwasfnteditatedbyhia 
commander,; raii^ flying prJjtKupa%> W 
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that^ he hftjstetied into Koriigsipark's pre- 
^nce. There, with the energy of love 
and gratitude, h& represented the despe- 
rate situation of his Meeta's father ; and 
with more of a lover's passion, than a 
reasonable man's discretion, implored 
Konigsinark to let him expedite this plait 
of attacking Prague, by going himself 
into the town, to ascertain certain points 
necessary to success; 

.On this- hae»rdoii« service, Rupert ven- 
tured his life -without hesitation ; since 
fiot merely love prompted it, but grati- 
tude for his mother's sake. Guided by 
Esther, he gained the information he 
sought } and learnt, in addition, the sud- 
den change of Governors. The last in- 
telligence was important indeed : such a 
change insured something of perplexity 
and uncertainty in the movements of a 
machine, worked by an unpractised hand, 
as the government must be now. This 
ktiowledge of that circundstisnce decided 
Kmilpiaa^rk, Rupert's importunfty V^ 
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'yielded to j tatnd at dawn the en^ttkig 
JMorniTig, the Swedish troops bum mko 
%hfe small side of the town, and after 
Short resistance, made themselves mast»s 
of it. 

With Meeta in his arms, so won,' — 
her, father by his side, so saved, —^Ru- 
pert wanted only his mother, to complete 
bis wondrous transport The alte^iid 
looks of his beloved, pierced his heart 
with pity of the grief that had thus' lakl 
waste their blooming beauties, but it 
dimmed none of the fond rapture with 
which he soUjght her bashfully^closing 
eyes, and for the first time in his life, 
ventured to seal their humid lids with 
kisses, and to call her by the fond title 
of his oWtt ! So wrapt was he in looking 
lather, and repljdng in whispers to the 
ih^aiiingof her thronging sighs/ that he 
Sfearc^fy heard the interesting things her 
* father uttefed : so that although MuM- 
denau told him with a father's joyf of his 
Frederica's existence, and her hiii^tuj^s 





nam^ ; of Aremberg'j marriag*^;- airid 
the vicinity of Rhirtegravesteiav^ B^upett 
started in delighted bewilderment^ wh^n 
most of the§e dear persons^ soon after- 
wards entered the prison-room. 

Frederica threw herself at once into the 
arms of her father and lister, bathed in 
tears> and too completely overpowered, 
for i^eech : while her husband, with 
constitutional gaiety, called for sym- 
pathy with a wound which he had re- 
ceived in the skirmish of the surprise, 
assuring Rupert that he was not sorry 
to become the prisoner of his future 
brother-in-law, but jdetermined to e^act 
much indulgence in virtue of that cha^ 
racter. Rupert's pleasure in this meet- 
ing and relationship was sincere, and 
animatedly expressed : but how iqa- 
measurably deeper and stronger was ^be 
feeling with which he put the out- 
stretched hand of the beaming AiJolpJiia 
to his lips, and turned Jtoemta-^ceAfieiij* 
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titev^tf^titte tp' count uj> all th^ jttn«:^ki)gf 
iM6reies ^f this period, I think th^ will 
<>velrwfael(6 me!— your happiness; tb^ 
X^Mev^f ventured to -imagine ! - — myik^ 
ther*s alffecting change 1- *— -hei^ emotiori 
interrupted him« Miihldensiu^ easing 
«ome part of thie «hof t4ddre$^^o^^ <xitted 
on :his ichildrea ^d Mb- fri^d8,i to^oi«i 
him in the^ duty j^f tbank%i\ting j.atid. 
kneeling i^ i^toidk-^^tilemy Vke sdm^ 
^ophet -« j^trmrcti^ ^fiokH his mild 
brow^ radiatingi withP this fervbf of der^ 
tmii he poiitMr6tiihk s0iit and their% 
in earnest, ^(ftfent'prayei*,! i, 
'■ Many hours did not pass after tfte 
miraculous preser^tion of Muhlden^H^ 
before the circle of blissful hearts arou^ 
turn u»ere joined by that endearing child^ 
SK>deterv<dly beloved by all. lulian oame to 
MiK his artless joy with theirs j to fly into 
tbe embraces of Meeta gnd his brother; 
tl>' kfes ^ ^u^o]^ l)i(nd of the n)ibi8(er 
of Mariendorpt ; and to tajk of ^^ wltglli^ 




;^0H)tts. image liyad' Jia hisi^ gfdteful 
heart) Biiperseding all piniog or resentful 
feimeiftbjraHce of his jreal mptheiv Con« 
ckicted by him to the college ef the Cle- 
mentines, it was there, in a splitary qell, 
that Rupert again saw his father, pon- 
dering over th6 serious lesson he bad 
learned from his last trial of royal grati- 
tude) yet acknowledging, l^t the pri- 
vilege of redeeining the life pf him 
who had sheltered hi^ injured wife and 
his sonsi was too. great for such an o& 
fender as himself to look for: it was 
there that Rupert could fall at his feet 
without degradation, and ask a father's 
blessing : there he could receive and 
return the assurance, and the clasp 
of unallayed affection ; and thence be 
was permitted to withdraw Julian for 
a wl^ile, till expected evento i^uld 
enable him to restore that happy child to 
his father, and he hfoiselff and ptharB 
equally dear, be witlti)l frc^uaat reaok 
qf their apcieiy* j >! ; ^ ; v 
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'TfS^ surprise bfl'r^giie was clieck-iliate 
to'thie Etlfiperbi^: that itriportant event haid : 
fbllo^ed immediAtely upon the capture of 
Minrnich, and consiequent occupatidti of 
Bft^ria by Genei-al Wrangel. The 
Elector had been forced to seek shelter 
in Salt^bourg ;* while his Imperial Ma- 
jesty more hastily retreated from Tahor 
back into Austria. Peace, therefore, was 
the only alternative. Articles then were 
seriously di'awn up j cessions made; in- 
demnities granted j principalities re- 
stored; and a peace was finally concluded 
at Munster, whicli gave liberty of con- 
science to the suffering Protestants 
throughout the empire, and restored the 
Lower Palatinate to the son bf the un- 
fortunate Frederic V. 

It was in the bosom of dear Marien- 
dorpt, in the presence of that mother 
who had just promised to divide her life 
between this home of years and Zei- 
rendahl, which was henceforth' to be the 
home of her children, and on the day 
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which united him to Meeta^ that Rupert 
heard the news of peace being concluded. 

After exchanging many a joyful con*,; 
gratulation with those dearest objects—*/ 
with the new members of the venerably v 
minister's family — with the excellent Mr. . 
Vanderhoven and his beloved relations, 
Rupert turned his smiling yet moistened, 
eyes alternately from his mother to his 
bride, and unfastening the hilt of his 
sword, laid the sheathed weapon upon 
the ground, 

"I lay down this good sword for ever,: 
I hope/' he said, addressing his mother 
and Meetaj "at least, never shall it 
again be drawn by your Rupert, in mere 
glory's navne: but if invasion or oppres- 
sion threaten the country I live in, then, 
and then only, may I preserve both the 
power and the will to use it ably !" 



THE END. 
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•— — 39. — IsJfor vditk redd in, 
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— 364, — 6. /or Wirfi read rush. 

Vol. IL 

Page 24]. line 3« /or dross read drop. 
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Vol. III. 
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Vol. IV, 

Pkge 16. line 1. for week reocf^weeks. 
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